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TO THE 


READER: 


Need not pretend to apologize for 


- NI the publiſhing this ſmall Piece at 
 — a time when the continued V 1» 


Rories' of the Emperor of Germany 
:over that: once ſo formidable Enemy 
the Turk, and the preſent War with 
*the Frowh, 'has 708 that Nation the 
:Subje&t of all our Converſation and 
"Diſcourſe for ſo many years: and our 


2 [preſent Union, with thoſe Princes in 


'a War'that is of ſo great conſequetice 
11 the event, be it- what it will, 15 
hike to make this Country more the 
*Subje&t of our Hopes and Fears now; 
3rhan ever it was before. 

2 Tr is natural for men to he very de- 
$ſirous to know the Circumftances of 
thoſe they are concern'd with ; and 
there 1s nothing excites our Curioſity 
Fo much, as the conlidering our own 
Happineſs or Miſery 1s wrapt up 1n the 


$ A3 Fate 
b: 


To the READER. 


Fate of another. Our Regards for the 
Empire of Chiza are very languid, and 
we read their Story and Deſcriptions 
with little more attention than we do 
2 well-drawn :Romance., becauſe be 
they true or falſe, we are nothing con- 
cerned in the Fortunes of that remote 
Empire, which can have no influence 
upon our Nation. 

Tt the World deſires it, jt will nothe 
difficult to give a more particular ac- 
count of the Eleftors, and ofthe other 
Princes and Free Cities of - Germany, 
but tin that, this will he ſufficient 
to ſhew the ot State of Germany, 


which is the thing we Exgliſbmes are | 


galt defirous and concerned to know. 

I ſhall make no other Apology for it, 
becauſe I am beforehand reſolved to 
be wholly unconcerned for its. fate ; 
the Reader is left entirely to his own 
liberty, to think and ſpeak of it as he 

himſelf pleaſe, 
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conquered Gaul, now France, and afterwards 
returped back again and conquered all the 


other Germans. 6. An enquiry of what Na- 


tion Charles the Great was 3 he is proved 


a Frank by his Father, and was born in 


France, though he uſed the German Tongue ; 


.., and an account is given of the Language of 


the Gauls, and of the Origene of the preſent 


French Tongye. 7. The Titles of Charles 
A 3 the 
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German Empire is compoſed. p.24. 


Germany ftill a potent State, though much 
aiminiſked as to its ancient extent, 2. Which 
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W----/5 CHAP. I. 
2 Of the Origine of the German Empire. 


E R MAN Y of old Was baun- The ancient 
ded.to the Eaſt by che Dapabe, _ of Ger- 
to the Welt by the Rhixe , 19- 
wards Po{azd it had then the 

| Gm bounds it has now, and all the other 

$ parts were waſhed by the Ocean fo thar 

3 * the under this Name, Dexpark,Noriney, and 

7 Smeden were included, wich allche Countries 

2X to the Batner Sea 3 which three Kingdoms 

Z were by moſt of the ancient Writers calld 

by the name of Scardivavia. But then; 1. 

XS thiok,che Countries on the Eaſt of that Bay, 

Y were got rightly aſcribed to, or included in, 

® the oqunds of the angient Germany for the 

B preſent 


5 


The preſent 
Bounds. 


The ancient 
State of it, 


The Preſent State of 


preſent Fin/andere havea Tongue fo different * 


from that ſpoken by the Swedes and other 


of another extraction. To this I may add, 


that what Tacitzs writes of the Manners of © 


the moſt Northern Germans, will not all agree 


with the Cuſtoms of the Finlanders, bur is 


wonderfully agreeable to thoſe of the Lap- 


landers, who to this day hve much after the 


ſame manner. It is probable therefore, that 
the Fizni mentioned by the Ancients were 


the Eftoitlanders in Livonia, Not 1s it any 


woneer that Tacitus ſhould not write very 


diſtin&tly of this People, they being then :_ 
the moſt Northern Nation that was ever - © 


heard of, and known only by an obſcure 


Fame or general Report. Theſe Northern : 


Countries have however for many Ages 


been under diſtin& Kings of their own , fo -- 


that Germany has been taken to reach only to 
the Baltick Sea ; and even here the King of 
Denmark has deprived it of a conſiderable 
pre of the Promontory of 7=t/a»d, which 


e claims as a part of his Kingdom, tho' it 


liech on this ſide of the S$9#n4 or Mouth of 
the Baltick Sea. But then by way of Repri- 
ſals ſhe has enlarged her Borders to the 
South-Eaſt, beyond the Danxve, to the Bor- 
ders of . Italy and 1hrica, and beyond the 


. Rhine, tothe Weſt and North, ſhe has gain- 


ed both the Al/aria's;Lorrain, and the 17 uni- 
ted Provinces, which laſt were formeriy 
called Gallia Belgica, 


* 2. This vaſt Tra& of Land was in 
thole early times poſleſled by various Peo- 
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The German Empire. 


-#ples and Nations,who were much celebrated 
- on the account of their numbers and va- 
our ; yet each of them was under a di- 
«ſtint Regiment, very different from that 
*Buſed by their Neighbours ; but then they 
-Fhad one common Original, and the ſame 
Language; and there was a great {imilitude 
 #intheir Manners. The greateſt part of them 
were under popular Governments ; ſome 
had Kings, but that were rather to perſwade- 
->their Subjects by their Authority, than to 


| command them by. the Soveraign Powers 
-Zfor that Nation was never able to brook an 
-Z Abſolute Servitude. This Ancient Germary 
- was never reduced into one Empire or 
 3.Kingdom, wherein it was like the reſt of her 
> Neighbours, Italy, France, Spain, Greece, and 
* Britain, before they were conquered by the 
*S Romans, But then, as Germany never. was 
reduced by a Conqueſt, fo it retained more 
= lively traces and marks of the Primitive 
-* State of Mankind, which from ſeparate and 
—diſtin& Families by degrees united into lar- 
ger Bodies or Kingdoms. But then, tho 
= this Independent Knot of States and ſmall 


<3; 
4; 


Kingdoms, by reaſon of its freedom, was 


very grateful to the Germans of thoſe times, 
- yet it was abſolutely neceflary they ſhould 
frequently be engaged in mutual and deftru- 
[ Rive Wars, when they were (o many and (0 
ſmall. This again expoſed them to .the 
+.Invaſtions of their neighbour Nations,thofigh 
they were a warlike People, becauſe their 
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-#Empire fortheir defence. Neither had the 
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» The old Ger- 
may ſtate dan- 
geraius & weak 
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| 


Tie Franks the 


The Preſent State of 


greateſt part of theſe ſmall States ſo much = 


Politicks as in due time to unite in Leagyes 


againſt the dangers of their potent Enemics; 
but chey perceived the Benefit of ſuch a_ 


Concord, when # was too late, and they by 
fighting ſeparately for their Iberty, were 
one afcer another all conquered. 

3. The firſt that reduced Germary 


#9 Conquerors frm that ancient ſtate were the Franks, 


sf Germany, of .. 4.* Reon” : 
a mbuown f which Nation is of {o controyerted an Ori- 


extrafion. 


eine, that it 1s not eafie to determine whe- 
ther it were. of Galliick or of Germas extracti- 
on. For, tho' we ſhould grant that 81] thoſe 
Nations which the Greeks comprehended 
under the title of Cele, that is, the 1/hrigns, 
Germavs, Gauls, Old Spaniaras, and Britains, 
did as it were, flow from the ſame Fountain, 
yet it is very notorious; they afterwards 
much differed each from the others in Lan- 
guage and Manners, ſo that no man that is 
any thing verſed in Antiquity, can in the 
leaſt doubt of it. The fooliſh Pride of ſome 
of the Gals occaſioned this diflerence, who 
being rgnorant that many of the Gallick Peo- 
ple inthe firſt Ages had ambitioufly boaſted 


they were of G:rman extraction, did in the 


later times envy Germany the honour of ha- 
ving been the Mother of the Franks. Theſe 
men pretend, that great multitudes of men 
our of 5avle invaded Germany in ancient (but 
unknown) times, and paſſing beyond the 
Rhixe, polleſled themſelves of all the'Coun- 
tries upon the River 24a», tothe Hercymiav 
Foreſt, and that after rhis they returned,and 
conquering the Parts on the Veſt Fm 
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| Klimv, tYecovered the poſteſhon of their ar 
- ciehtCounntry,burt ſo that a part of their Na- 
fioti till inhabited on the 47ays, and left 
- their Name to'that Country. For the'con- 
: firmarion of this Opinion, they cite Ly, 
bb.5 ce. 1 34+ Cilar de bells Gallite, ltb.6; Tacls 
ins de mevibns Germanoram, C. 28. 

4. Bur to all this the Germans m 


The Franks 


truly reply, That the Teftimony of theſe »ere « Germ. 


Latin Writers is not without juſt excepris #*9f* | 


tis, becauſe they reſtifie very faimly of a 
. thing which hapned long before their times, 
and concerning a People too whoſe Anti- 
Guities were nor preſerved 111 any wraten 
Recotds.Nor is it at all pto- 


bable, when the 1 Trebvres, 
2Nemetes,3V angiones,& 4Tre- 
- »eri, ard (ome othet People 
* who in thoſe times lived on 
the Weſt fide of the Rhine, 
and yet owned themſelves 
' *f0-be of German extraction. 


_ FE. Treboeci, Alfaria, the chief 
Towns g which were Breuco-ma- 
Qus, ( Bruomat ) avd Elcebus, 
She d; © , the 
Inhabitants sf the Biſhoprick of 
Speyr. 3. Vangiones, the Inhabi- 
tants of Worx and Sarasburg, 
4. Treveri, the Inhabitant's of the 


ArcMbifhoprech 

That the Franks ſhould on , 
- the conitrary paſs the Rhime, and out of 
Gaxl , make a Conqueſt in Gevriveny; 
| And yet, after all, chough we ſhould 
grant, thi the Franks Wereat firſt a Gallich 
Colony, yet ſeeing they lived about g6s 
years in Germany, and both im their Langage 
and Cuſtonns differed from che' Gals, and in 
both chele agteed exactly with the Germans 
 * they are for that cauſe to be reckon'd 
. affiotigt the Germar Nations. This is cet- 
rain in the mean time; that till abour CCC. 
wor B 3 Years 


[1 P—_—— 


of Triers. 


0: res; 
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Years afrer Chriſt, there is ſcarce any men- 
tion of the Franks made in any ancient Hi- 
ſtory, From hence there aroſe two very 
different Opinions,whilſt ſome believe thoſe 
s. The Chauci People,who are by Tacitzs call d the 5 Chan- 
ones” 4 c, changed that name in after times, and 
Frieflars, Ccalld themſelves the Franks 3 and others 
Groeningen, Think, that a number of Germas People, or 
Breme;Lunen- ſome parts of them, united in this name, 
_— _ and our of a vain aff=&tation of Liberty,took 
272 placed by WP the name of Franks: for in the German 
Prolemy. © Tongue Frank (ignifies free : And to this 
_ purpole they produce the Teſtimonies of 
Francis I, and Henry II, Kings of Fraxce,wha 
in their Letters to the Dies of Germany (ay, 
they are of German Extraction. Tho' it 1s 
very well known at the {ame time, to all 
wiſe men, to what purpoſes ſuch, ancient 
and overworn Relations of Kindred are for 
the moſt part pretended. 
The Franks 5. But however this be, the Frazks 
Ns for certain firſt paſſed the Rhive upon the 
ow France eos , . . 
zr4 afreris  ©94, of Inhabitants of the Archbiſhoprick 
Germany, Of Cologne, and after they had conquered the 
aa far greateſt part of Gax!, (ngw call'd France) 
turning as it were the courſe of their victo- 
rious Arms back again , they conquered 
the greateſt part of Germany, and ſubdued all 
the Countries berween the 44am and the 
Danabe, and went Northward as far as Ths- 
ringia : Aﬀrer this Charles the Great exten- 
ded his Conqueſts much further by ſubduing 
the Saxons, and Tafſilon King of the Bavari- 


&:; ſothat not only the Countries poſſeſs'd * 


by che old German Nations were all reduc'd 
injnnhom-wa pnde 


5 i. Goes 


- 


: Ard AY weed ot 4 = bras jpys pry bhns Jang HY Yn ot pee up py ns & 


cy 


- 


a 
TR The German Empire. 7 


under his Obedience, bur all thoſe that lay - 
upon the Baltick Sea, and that part of Pe-- 
land which lies on the Weſt of the Yiſtzla, 
which was then inhabited by the Sclaves 3 . 
for Hiſtory ſaith, They alſo were either Tri- 
butaries to that Prince, or majeſtatem comiter 
colxiſſe, were Homagers to his Crown. | 
6, The greateſt part of the German &f what Nati- 
| Writers have very fondly endeavoured to 9 Charles the 
have it believed he was their Countryman, 7 7% 
as being born at 7»ge/heim,a Town in the Bi- 
ſhoprick of Metz, but now under the Ele- 
 Rtor Palatine; and in an ancient Charter of 
the Abby of Fd, the Lands upon the Ri- 
ver Unffrut in Tharizg, are call'd The Lands 
"of his Conception : And that he.usd the Ger- 
- man Tongue, is apparent by the names of. 
the Months uſed.in his time, which are ſtill 
© xetained in Germany, and are thought to have 
been introduced by him. Bur if the Germans 
would ſuffer me, (a Foreigner) to paſs my 
judgment in this Afﬀair, tho' I am not at all 
diſpoſed ro favour the French in their other 
prerences, to the damage of the Germansyert 
I would perſwade them here freely and wil- 
ingly to renounce their Pretences to Charles 
\ the Great, and the rather, becauſe it can 
bring no 1njury: to their preſent Empire 3 for 
' It iscertain, the Franks placed the Seat of 
their Empire in Germany; and it is no leſs 
certain, that the Father of Charles the Great 
was King of Fraxce, and al] his Progenitors 
| had for many Ages lived in great Honour, 
and managed great Employments in that &# 
'Kingdom, Beſides, thoſe parts of Germary, ;,1 jury is 
B 4 which France, 


A Frank 


By his Father, 
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whichilie 6ri the Weſt of the RHar,and were 
then ſubje& to the Crown of France, were 
poffels'd by thetri as Acceſſons acquired to 
that Kingdom by Conqueſt, and were look- 
ed upon! 25-conquered Provinces z and every 
rfiars is efttemed tobe of the fame Nation 
his Father was; and in\ which he has placed 
the Seat of lis Fortunes and Hopes after his 
Father and Anceſtors. The ſole conſidera- 
tion, That a miaty was born in this or that 
Coutitry, wilthardly be allowed ro make a 
mars of 2 different Nation from! his Father 
unleſs we cafi believe, that if che preſent 
King of Seder had: been born in Praſſia, he 
had been to have been-efteemed'a Praſian, 
aid riot Swede, Nor was that part of Ger- 
#4ny whict lieth on the Weſt of the R}izr, 
eſteemed a part of France, till under Charles 


— Ec... cl yo ._t + 


the Great it! was nnited to that Kingdom: 


And in the firſt rimes that followed, when 
Ns Poſterity had! divided their Anceſtor's 


Dominions amongſt them, the' Hiſtorians 


Frequently diſtinguiſh berween the Latin or 
Weſtern Frazce, and the Germarr or Eaſtern 


France, Which is the ſame with Germayy: 


And it is obſerved, thar after the tines of 


the Orho's, that name of Germany, by degrees, 


tho" be uſed the 
GermanTonzut, 


* 


Stew our of uſe. The objection made on 
the account of the uſe of the German Lin- 


guage by Charts the Grear, may be thus ea- 


fly anfwered': The Gawls having been long 
ſabject to the Romans, by deprees loft their 
own Tongue, and embraced- that of their 
Conquerors: fo that at laſt thete were ſcarce 
any footlieps of the old Cetrickleft age 

| them 
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 Gerrriati Tongue along with them;,and with- 


out doubt did not preſently forger it. But 


; - DEBLN- 
ning the Gauts hid their Tongue, ari His 
et 


was made our of both. mixed arid: tw! 


& + 


whete the old Inhabitants are by the Germans 
| re» 
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reduced into the condition of meer Ruſticks; 


for all the Nobility, and the Inhabitants of 


the Cities, ſpeak the Sclaverian Tongue, and 

the German, but the Countrymen do ſcarce 

underſtand one German word.of ten. Thug 

Charles the Great might ealily underſtand 

the German Tongue,becaule the Franks,who 

were a German Nation, had not quite laid 

aſide the uſe of it ; and- alſo becauſe the 
Franks, before his time, had conquered a 
great part pf Germany, and he went on with 
the work, and reduced all'the reſt under his 
Dominion. Nor was it poſſible in that uns 
learned Age to converſe with the Germans 
in any other than their own Language. But 
then he that obſerves, that there is two very 
different Queſtions cotifounded into one, 
will very accurately determine this Contro- 
verſie;_ for if the Queſtion be, Whether 
Charles the Great were of a Gallick or a Ger- 
man Original ? without doubt it will be 
anſwered, That he was not a G a»! but a Ger- 
man, or which is all one, a Frank. Bur if 
the Queſtion be, What Countryman he 
was ? Fravce, and not Germany,is to be aflign- 
ed him; and therefore in this reſpect he was 
no Germar, but a Gaul, or Gallo-Frank, | fear 
I ſhall make the Reader think I rake him for 
2 ſtupid perſon, if I ſhofld'dwell any longer 
on ſo plain a thing; and yer I will preſume 
to give the-Germany a KNOown example o If 
you fall-upon a Nobleman of Liveria, and 
ask him what Countryman he is, he will re- 
ply'a Livonian,and not a German; bur then, 
I you {till jniſt, and a5k him of whax Line- 
| | aBoy 
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age, he will ſay, he is deſcended of the Ger- 
#4», and not of the Livonians. Bs 
- 7- This Prince (Charles the Great) had 
under him divers Nations, which he had ac- 
quired by very different Titles: He enjoy' 
En as his Inheritance, devolved to him. nions. 
from his Father by Succeſſion, For though 
we read in their Hiſtories, that the ancient 
: gy had lodged in the Nobility and Peo- 
je of that Nation, ſome Authority in the: 
conſtituting their Kings 3 yet I con- 
_ceive, it was rather a ſolemn Inaguration, 
and an acknowledgment of their Loyalty 
and Obedience to the new King, than a Free 
Election ; for they rarely departed from the 
Order ofa Lineal Succeſſion,but when there 
vere Factions, or the next Heir in the Line 
Was wholly unfit for Government, A part 
of Germany was, before this time, united by 
Conqueſt to the Crown of France, and the 
reſt of it was ſubdued by the victorious 
Arms of Charies the Great, Whether any 
Part of this Country freely and willingly 
ubmitted to him our of Reverence to his 
Greatnels, is very uncertain. He alſo by his 
Arms conquered the Kingdom of the Lom- 
 haras in 1talythe Pope of Rome affording him 
a Pretence for it; after which, he: was by 
the Pope and People of Rome ſalyted Emperor | 
of Rome, and Auguſtus, Now, what he gain'd 
by this Ticle,we ſhall by and by inform you. . 
* 8. Thus, under Charles the Great, Germany 
\ became a part of the Kingdom of France, 


The Titles of © - 4 


Great to his ſes 


and was ſufficiently ſubject to the Abſolute france. 


-Fmpie gr Soyeraignty of thoſe Princes, 
E: ot  Huring 
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Dating chis ſtate of Aﬀairs, it was divided 
into.divers Provinces, which were goveriied 
by Cots of Bails, and Mwvqueſſer, who 


were for the moſt wh of French extraction: - 


yet inthelc times the Sexorenjoy'd 2 greater 
ſhew of Liberty, becauſe Charles rhe Great 
kad not been able to redute them without a 
l6tg arid tedious War, and was at laſt to per- 
fe the Work, and eſtabliſti his Sovetaipn- 
fy, riecefficared fo admiir then to @ pattici- 
pation of the Privitedges enjoy'd by the 
Franks; and to unite them into' one Nation 
with their Conquerots. That hemight fur- 
ther affore himſelf of this flerce Nation, 
which'was {6 impatient of Servitade ; he 
&all'd in the affiſtance of the Prieſts, wh 
were ordered to teach them the Chriftian 
Fiith, and toinculcate ifito thetn how much 
they were oblsedto thoſe who had ſhewn 
them the way of obtziriing Erernil Life. On 
this &connririany Biſhopricks and Abbies mn 
Germavty were founded by Charter the Grear. 
Germany was im the fame eftate under Saint 
Lewis the Son of Charles,birt that the Autho- 
rity of the Prefects 6r Governours of the 
Ptovinces began to grow greater. 


| NeChildren of , 9+ BurafrerWards, when the Children of 
St. Lewis dis 


this Lewis had divided their Father's King 


zide their Fa- dorfi arorigft thei (which was the firſt and 


thy's King- 


priricipal &xufe of the Ruin of che French 
Porrer, 24 6f thi Caroline Fathily) Germany 
beetrfte ſepirated from the French Empire, 
atid was 4diſtinet Kingdom undet Lews: II, 
Sort of St. Lewis. To it wis afterwards ad 
ded 4 great Patt Of the Belgich Franve, (oe 

| ce 
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he Low Conntries,as it is now called) which 
(ou rowards the Rbine, which for the moſt 
part was inhabited by German Nations, 
- S#hich from Lytharixs another of the Sons of 
\ $e. Lewis, was then called the Kingdom of 
Loraithough act this day only a very ſmall 
part of that Kingdom retains the old name. 
Wotnn the deſtructive Wars, which follow- 
£d after theſe times, between the Poſterity 
of Charles the Great, not only the German 
Nobility gained exorbitant Power, but the 
very Family of Charles was at laſt rotally 
- *gxiinguiſhed,or at leaſt deprived of theCrows 
of Fraxce, (for to this day the Dukes of 
\ Lorrain, and the Electors Palatine, pretend-to 
| be deſcended of that Family) and the Ger- 
re co agency om ont of epi 
ility of their own Nation 3 from which , 
times Germany became again a free State,and In many afre 
#had no dependance on the Crownof France. 
Now becauſe the Germas State }5 COMMON- 
ly call'd the Sacred Roman Empire, | think it 
will be worth my pains to enquire, Hoyv it 
frſt obtained this Title ? what it has gained 
by it? and by whatRight it now enjoys that 
lame? for the clear underſtanding of which 
zc will be neceſſary ſhottly to recapitulate 
the Rate che Roman Empire in the Weſt 
925 reduced to before the times of Charies 
w1” Il and ly kn 
” 10.115 Very WEIL and COMMONLY KNOWN | | 
after what manner the People of Rowe, after 5). newer” 
they had by the Succeſs of their Arms ſyb- Engire. 
phe the nobleſt part of the then known 
MW old, were at lak by the ambitipn of L 
"mM 
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few over-potent Citizens engaged in Civi 
Wars, and at length brought under the Do- 
minion of a fingle perſon. Bur then 4s. 
gvuſftus the Founder of the Roman Empire 
(or Monarchy) when he had by the «ffk * 
ſtance of the Army gained the Empire, per. * 
.{waded himſelf, that he ſhould ealily keep % 
it by the ſame way. Therefore tho' from - 
thenceforward he ſeemed to leave ſome of *+; 
the Afﬀairs of the State to the diſpoſal ofthe ©] 
Senate,that it might {ti]] ſeem to have a {hare 
in the Government ; yet he wholly kept in 
his own hands the Care and Government of *1 
the Army. But then it was his principal - *x 
care toconceal from the Rabble of the Ar. * 


my, That the Souldiers were the men who | 
could ſet up and pull down the Emperors; *{ 
which Secret; when was once dilcovered, 1 
the State of che Empire became as miſera- 1 
Bi: ble as the Condition of the Emperors; for 1 
L 11 the Empire being weakened by frequent in- *1 
1d teſtine Wars,found it (elf alſo often expoſed * 
ſ to the worſt of men by a covetous and tur- *'« 

| bulent Rabble, which oftentimes molt wic- *} 
+ kedly murdered her belt Princes,to her great 
| | damage and ſorrow : Nor could any of her 1 

f Emperors after this entertain any hopes of *| 
i firmly ſettling the Empire in their Families, 
A but was neceſſicated to be contented witha *#; 
| precarious Title amongſt a parcel of merce- 

ſ | nary Souldiers : So that in truth the whole * 
i | power of making the Emperors, was in the 
j Army, ( which isthe cominon Attendant of - '4 
+ all Military Monarchies, where a ſtrong and - * 
1s perpetual Army is kept together in any Fs 
| Place | 
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lace) and the Senate aud People of Rome were 
weak and vain Names, made ule of to de- 


bo 


Jude the fimple common People, as if the 
*free and voluntary conſent of the whole 
Y had conſtituted the Emperor. That 
"Kingdom, thus founded on a Military Li- 
"cence, as it was unfit for continuance, was 
"by Conflantine the Great and Theodeſius haſte- 
=ned to its fatal period: the firſt of theſe ma- 
"king Byzaztinm (now called Conftantinople) 
\.*the Seat of the Empire, and withdrawing 
"the Armies, which had till then been main- 
*rained on the Eaſt of the Rhive, for its pre- 
_ *fervation; and the later by dividing the Em- 
ire between his two Sons Arcadins and Ho- 
107125, (oft laſie Princes, and neither of them 
'fit for ſuch a Command. From thence for- 
ward there were two Kingdoms for one,and 
this Diviſion was no way uſeful, but only 
for the fitting the Weſtern part by ſepara- 
"ting it from the Eaſtern, to be theMore e- 
"he Prey to the barbarous Nations : and ac- 
'cordingly, pot long after this, an end was 
put to the Weſtern Empire, and Rewe was 
"taken and fack'd by the Goths which before 
"that had been deprived of all her Provinces 
'by as good Right as ſhe had got them, and 
now, in her turn, loſt her beloved Liberty, 
ts became a part of the Gothick King- 
"dom. 
' 11. After this, the Gothick Power being Rome ſor fon: 
entirely ruin'd, Rowe and a conſiderable part 7 vn ihe 
'of 7taly returned under the Obedience of the ;,\"< 
Greek Emperors, tho' on the account of her 
former Majeſty, and for that Conſtantinople 
| was 
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was conſidered as the Metropolis; 1 
was rather created by them as an Ally tha 
as a ſubject Province. But however, th 
Supremacy was acknowledged tobe in the 
Emperor of Greece who exerciſed it in Raye 
and choſe other parts of al which were. 
der his Juriſdiction by his Exarchs. - But by 
degrees the Popes became weary of this Gree 
Empire ; they lay theblame however on the 
Miſgovernment of the Exarchs, and becauſ: 
ſome of the Greek Emperors were too (- 
vere againſt Images, which they yet judged 
a moſt uſeful Tool to inſtruct the Mary in 
che Superkicial Rites of Religion, which, @- 
they ſaid, was become incapable of recei 
ying or bearinga more ſolid Piety ; nor ws | 
it fo profitable to the Prieſts, to let the Pev- 
ple know, a good and holy Life would cer: 
rainly pleaſe God. Perhaps alſo it was be- 
erjclp Church would be very much 


exairedai» ber Authority, if the Pope could 
by ; Þ S gain the Secular Empire, as he 
hag already, in a good degree, aſſumed the 


Supremacy in Eccleſiaſtical or Sacred Aﬀair 
thronghoue the World. And in truth, it 
did agt ſeem fir that he ſhould live in ſub 
jection to the Slaye of a Greek Emperor, 
(who ſametimes was deprived of his Virili- 
ties) whom God had intruſted with ſuch 
Power, as his own Yicar in the World, that 


be being freed fromthe Care of che Church, 


Fo t be at the betcer leiſure to attend the 


Caval Aﬀairs of the World, and that they 
Py been delegated by God to the Pope, 
| ply i 


s not been appacent, that the holy 
| minds 
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minds of thefe Biſhops were ſo taken with 

the Pleaſures of Divine Affairs, that they 

wholly declined the being concerned in theſe 
prophane Employments. Bur then, though 7h: Lomhards 
the Greek Emperor was not much feared, jeared by che 
both on the ſcore of his diſtance, and alſa £9 
becauſe he had enough to do to defend him- 

ſelf againſt the Saracens, Which then from the 

Eaſt fiercely and ſuccelsfully attack'd rhe 

Empire ; yet the Power of the , Lembards 

was more dreadful, and hung like a mighty 

Tempeſt over all 7taly, and had almoſt made 
themſelves Maſters of the Subarbs of Rome 3 

and the Pope not being able alone to grapple 

with this Enemy, could bethink him of no 

body that was able to fuccour the See of 

* Rome in this exigence, but the King.of Fraxce , 

© and he too was very much diſpoſed to it by 

the Proſpect of that Glory which would at- 

tend the reſcuing from Injury that Perſon, 

who like an unexhauſtible Fountain diſ{pen- 

{ed roall Chriſtian Souls che Waters of Di- 

vine Grace. The Pope alſo had before-hand 

very much obliged Pipin the Father, and 

Charles the Son, by his ready conſenting, That 

Chilprick King of France ſhould be (haven and 

' tarn'd intoa Monaſtery : Which could never 

be equally recompenſed by thoſe Princes,who 

- might otherwiſe have had painful Scruples of 
Conſcience to perſwade themſelves, That a - 

Subject might lawfully ſhave his Prince, and 

- make him, of a Monarch, become a Monk, 

who was guilty of no other fault, but his ha- 

ving committed more Power to 2 Potent 
Miniſter, tan was conſiſtent wich the Gfcry 
@ 
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T1 of his Crown and Kingdom. And in this the 
| Fatts ſtrangely befriended the French in gi I} 
Þ: ving them ſo plauſible a pretence of invading a 
t and poſſeſſing our 7a, which has alwaies of 
With been courted by the Ultra-montane King- fy 
(| doms _ 's 
T1 ow, - 22 After then that Charles the Gredt had L 
'y Great ſ#4z7s ſubdued all that part of. /raly which was be- © 
| th: Lombards, fore ſubje& to the Lowbaras, the Pope (who ri 
ord is made had agoag ſhare of the Prey) that he might I 
Empere', ſhew his gratitude, and aſſure himſelf for the h 
ſuture a Potent Defender, declared Charles Em- rt; 
peror and Anguftru, with the Approbation of J 
the People. Now it 1s not eaf1e to conceive * dS 
what Charles got by this Title ; in truth Rome a 
]ong before this was not the Sear of the an- ir 
cient Roman Empire, being made firit tl 
a Part of the Gothick Kingdom, and after that fl 
ſi of the Eaſtern Empire; and therefore the Fe d 
tl mes could not give that to Charles, which al 
"Oo heretofore belonged to the Weſtern Empire: V 
ll. for all that Right was determin'd by Con- f 
Jl queſt and the Right of War, by Ceſfion and P 
jp Delertion, and was now for a long time in a 
'F the peaceable poſſeſſion of others. Andeven + I 
| Rome her {elf was not ſui jzris, and therefore P 
it could not give her ſelfroanother : And there- 
L fore Charies was at firſt in doubt, whether he } 
i ſhould accept the Title, till he had made an fl 
agreement with the Greek Emperor, and ob- ” 

EY tained his conſent. The Emp. of Conſtantinople 1 
| who was then weak, and needed the Friend- { 
ſhip of Charles. yielded the point without any 
| difficulty, to preſerve Calabria,and thoſe other 

| Ports he had yet left him in 1h, *So that up- 
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The German Emprre. 19 
2on the whole, Charles the Great, under the 0» rather Pri: 
"ſplendid Title of Emperor,borrowed from the !*or and Ad- 
ancient State of Rome (but in a very different Pays ho 

ſenſe} was made the Supreme Defender,Pro- | Pw 
tecor, and Advocate of the See of Reme, and 
of the States belonging to it, either by the 
"Uſarpation of the Pope, or the Liberality of 
others. Now. whether this Defence and Pro- 
tection included in it a Supreme Empire or 
Dominion over chat See, as ſome Civilians 
have ſaid, ſeems a doubt to me, and I ſhould 
rather think there was a kind of unequal 
League only entred between Char/es and the 
See of Rome, That he ſhould detend her againſt 
all Invaders, or by his Authority compoſe all 
internal Commotions, which might tend to 
the damage or diſhonour of that See ; and on 
* the other {ide, the See of Reme ſhould pay a 
due reſpect to his Majeſty, and not undertake 
any thing which was of great conſequence, 
without his Authority or Leave: and in the 
firſt place, . that no man ſhould be admitted 

- Pope againſt his will. From whence it will 
"appear, that the See of Rome from thence- 

» forward became a particular State, and, pro- 

perly (peaking, was not united to the King- 
dom of Fraxce, And that Charles the Great 
Fas not the Maſter of the See of Rowe, and 
. theSrates belonging to it,nor did he exerciſe 

2 @Soveraign Dominion over her, by making. 
Tins impoſing Tributes, creating Magi- 

rates, or exetrciling any Juriſdiction, or the 
ike ; for all theſe things are not above the 

 Pretences of an Advocate, viz. To expel a 


ope that entered by ill Arts, to reduce into; 
C3 Orger 
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Howtvty, net- 
fber he nor any 
of his Succeſ- 
ſors would ſuffer, 
France fo be 
taben for a part 
of the Empire, 


The Fall of the 
Caroline Race, 
the Riſe of the 
Kingdom of 
Germany 4- 
ar Otho 7, 
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Order fuch as deſigned the Ruine of the 
Church, or any other {1gnal damage;or to ſub. 
due the Romans, or any other who ſhould re- 
bel againſt the Pope. Charles, and ſome of 
his Poſterity, tho' they ſeemed fond enough 
of the Titles of Emperors and Azg»fti, and on 
that account took upon them the Priority 
amongſt the other Earopean Princes, who wil- 
lingly yielded it to them on that ſcore ; yet 
after all, for ought that appears to me, -we 
{hall never read,that any of the Line of Charle: 
the Great, cali'd the Kingdom of Fraxce by 
that Name. 

13. When the Caroline Family began to 
decline, and the Germans had divided them: 
ſelves from the Kingdom of Frazce, and Ital 
was afflicted with grear Commotions, there 
ſprung up other States out of the Ruins of this 
Houſe, and amongſt them 0th» the Firſt, King 
of Germany, who having overcome Berengaring, 
and reduced the Kingdom of /ta/y, the Popes 
(who could not truſt to their States) thought 
fit to put Oths in poſſei}ton of the fame Po- 


wer that had been enjoyed by the Family of: . 


Charles the Great, and conſented, That for 
the future the Protection of the See of Rm: 
ſhould be nnited to the Kingdom of Germary, 


ſo that whoſoever enjoyed that Kingdom, 


{hould be the Protector of that See. But then, 
after many of choſe old German Kings had 


- couragiouſly executed that Office upon the 


See of Rome,and in the wean time the Wealt! 


and Power not only of the See of Rowe, but of 


the Biſhopricks of Germany, was become vety 
great, the Popes of Kome began to groiv wei: 
ry 
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- ty of this German Protection too 3; the Cau- 
| 4 of this were, 1. The Averſiton common 
to all Nations, againſt a Foreign Dominion. 
2. The Indignity which was offered hereby, 
- $o the /talick People, who havingever been ce- 
Iebrated for Civil Prudence, were by this 
kept under the Tutelage of che leſs-politick 
Germans, 3. Pelides, it was very unea(ie to 
the Vicar of . C. to be any longer under the 
Guardianſhip of another, whoſe fingers itch- 
ed to be giving Laws to all. Princes 3 there- 
fore for the ſhaking off this Yoke, they took 
. this courſe, viz. They found out ways, by 
'xhe means of the Biſhops, to imbroil the Af- 
fairs of theſe Kings, ſometimes in Germary,and 
'ar others in aly, and the Pope ſeconded 
them with his Fulminations or Cenſures, 
which in thoſe Ages were wonderful terrible. 
Thus by degrees the Kings of Germany grew 
aveary of 7aly, and being content with their 
own Kingdom, left the See of Rome to the ſole 
- management of the Popes, which they had 
ſought fo many Ages, and by ſuch a variety 
of Arts, to the embroiling all Exrope, Afﬀeer 
this the Kings of German along time omitted 
-the being crowned at Rowe, yet they retained 
.theold Titles of Emperors of Rowe , and when 
they entred upon the Kingdom, the Defence 
'zof the See of Rowe was 1n the firſt place en- 
Join'd them 3 from which care the Proteſtant 
CElefors haye {ince given the Emperor a 
Diſcharge. | 
* 14. By allthathas been (aid, it will appear Te ng fo 
how childiſhly cney are miſtaken, who think eee. ..M 
the Kingdom of Germany has ſucceeded in the 2d in the Ro- 
k oy Place man Empire. 
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Place of the old Roman Empire, and that iris 
continued in this Kingdom 3 when in truth; 
that Empire which was ſeated at Reme, was 
deſtroyed many Ages before Germany became _ 
one Kingdom 3 and that Roman Empire 
which was givento Charles and Otho ( which 
was nothing but the Advouſton and Prote&i- 


on of the See of Rome) in length of time fixed yg 


its Name upon that Kingdom of Germay, - 
tho' the States of the Church in 7aly never 
were united into one and the ſame Polity 
wich the Kingdom of Germany, much leſs did 
either Charles or Otho ſubmit their proper 
Kingdoms to Rowe, as the Metropolis or Seat 
of the Empire. In the mean time, becauſeit 
Was believed the very Title of Emperor of 
Rome, upon the account of the Greatneſs of 
_ that ancient Empire, had ſomething of Ma- 
jeſty and Grandeur in it, it was frequently gi- 
ven to the Kings of Germany only. And rhe _ 
- conſequence of this was , that Germany was 
afterwards call'd the Roman Empire, by way of 
Honour; bur the different Coronations which 
belong to them do not obſcurely ſhew, that 
there is a real difference to be made between 
the Roman Empire and the Kingdom of Ger- 
many ; and the later Emperors, fince ax 
milian I, after the Title of Roman Emperor, &x- 
preſly ſabjoin that of King 'of Germany, The 
Germans alfo at this day do commonly call 
their State, The Roman Empire of the Tentonick 
Nation; which form of Speech ſeems to con- 
tain in ita cantradition, Seeing it is very 
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pire, yet the Kings of Germany retain the Title 


> which has been received, tho' they have for a 


long time omitted the Reception of the Crow: 
of Rome, and uſe very little of the ancient 
Rights of an Advocate, which belonged here- 
cofore to them, becauſe Princes do more ea- 
fily part with the things in diſpute, than with 
the Titles to them. Now,whether that Right 
they once had, is by the lapſe of time expir'd, 
or preſerved by the ule of the Title only,we 
ſhall hereafter, when occaſion is offtred , 
enquire. | 

15. But in the mean time the Title of the 
Empire of Rowe is {0 far from being any ad- 
vantage, that it is manifeſt, it has been the 
cauſe of great Miſchief and Inconvenience to 
Germany, Prieſts are alwaies ready to re- 
ceive, but never part with any thing ; and 
whereasall other Clients diſpoſe their Maſters 
to favour them by their Preſents, it a Prieſt 


 benot fed with new Preſents, he preſently 


ſnarles, and imputes his Blefling asa wonder- 
ful Obligation. I ſhould think, that the an- 
cient Princes heaped their Bounties upon the 
Clergy of Germany, principally becauſe they 
were . made believe God expected they 
ſhould provide plentifully for that Order of 
Men. And what has been {pent by Germans 
in Journies to Rowe, for the Imperial Crown ? 
What Treaſures and Mea have been conſu- 
med in /alickExpeditions, in compoſing the 
Commrotions ſtirr'd up by the Popes, and in 
protecting them againſt refraftory men that 
have attack'd them, is not to be conceived, 
Nor has any Foreigner got much by attack- 

C4 ng 


The Title of 


Roman Empe- | 
ror damage hle 


to Germany. 
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ing tal, the Spaniards excepted, who have 
# The Authyr, fuck ſo many years in the Bowels of * our 
th” a German, Country, that we have never yet been able to 
pretends to be repel] them. Laſtly, no Princes were oftner 
as Irallan. fy[minated by that See than the German Em- 
tap wr ; Nor Was any of them more exerciſed 
y the frequent Seditions of the Churchmen 
than they 3 the principal- cauſe of all which 
misfortunes ſeem to have ariſen from hence, 
That they thonght theſe Princes, who had this Ti- 
tle ſrom the See of Rome, in which they took ſuch 
pri, were obliged by it, above all other Men, to 
promote the Affairs of that See : Or otherwile, 
becaule that Order of Men is aboveall others 
unwilling to be ſubje& to the Soveraignty of 
another, and with Mother-Church, is ever 
ſeeking how to ſhake off the hated: Secular 
Authority ; yet I would have this underſtood 
with Sa/va reverentia ſanttiſſime ſears, a {avin 
the Reverence and Reſpect due to that molt 
Holy See, to whoſe Judgment I moſt devout: 
+ PT non 
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Of the Members of which the preſent Ger- 
man Empire is compoſed. 


Germany a po- 1, MN Fer the German Nation, by the help 
tex State, 0. © £ of the French, became one Body, if 
-d -5 70 its ex. 04s In al] times been thought one of the 
pa ſtrongeſt States in Exrope 5 and at this day it 
4d 1s not leſs regardable, on the account of its 
bulk, though great parts of it have been ra 
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* Kingdoms, or formed into ſeparate and inde- 
© pendent States. How much the German 


_- Empire is now leſs than it was ancient]y, has 


been ſhewn by Hermannus Conringins, a moſt 


sﬆ&ilful man in' the German Afﬀeairs, in his 


Book, de finibrs Imperii Germanici, concerning the 


Bounds of the German Empire z but it will be 
enough for us to obſerve what the has at pre- 


' fent. The principal Members then of this 


| Body dre deſigned by the Title of The States 
© of the Empire, who have, as we exprels it, a 
* Right to Sitand Vote inthe Dier, tho' many 


of theſe are oppoſed by others, or whoſe 


* Right to be immediate States is diſputed by 


other more potent States, who pretend they 
ought to repreſent them in the Diet, The 
occaſion of theſe Controverſies is, becauſe 


' theſe Potent States would make thoſe that 


are controverted Members of their own Pro- 
vincial States, and not of the general Dier. 
But then, as to the Families of the Princes, it 
is to be obſerved, that there regularly belongs 
to each Houſe a certain number of Votes in 
the” Diet ; as ſome Houfes have only one 
Vote, ſome two, ſome three, ſome four, and 
ſome five 3 in ſome Principatities the eldeſt 


Brother enjoys the whole Eſtate, and all the 


younger muſt be content with an 4parage,and 
in others, they have all a ſhare, though not an 
equal one, with the eldeſt 3 where the firſt of 
theſe is obſerved, the eldeſt repreſents the 
Perſon of the whole Family z where the lat- 
ter, they may all come to the Dier, but they 
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have altogether but one Vote, of which they 
muſt all agree amongſt themſelves. 
Which are the 2, To provea Perſon a Member of Fe 
Membtys of the States of the Empire, two things are com- 
Enjire. monly thought ſufficient, 1. if his ;Name is in 
the Catalogue or Hatricula ol the Stares3 and 
2. if he is obliged to pay what he contributes 
to the Publick, ro the Empire, and not into 
the Exchequer or Treaſury of any other {ub- 
ordingte State 3 tho' the plaineſt Proof is, to 
alledge the Poſſeſſion of this Privilecge.Some 
pretend they have by miſtake paid their qt 
into other inferiour States 3 and others ſay, 
that ſome others, by meer Ulurpation , have 
paſſed by the Provincial Treaſury to which 
they belonged of Right, and have flown with 
their ſhare to the publick Treaſury ; and theſe 
Allegations are made, as men endeavour to 
acquire or deprive others of the Right of be- 
ing Members of the Diet reſpectively. Nor 
was there ever yet any Afatricula extant, in 
which nothing was wanting or redundant, 
and about which there wasnot ſome Contro- 
verlie ; rho thoſe that were publiſhed in the 
year 5I, 56, 66, of the laſt Cenrury, are 
thought the moſt authentick, Bur I ſhould 
however think, that the moſt ancient /4arri- 
cala's which repreſent many as Parts of the 
States .of the. Empire, who. have been long 
funce excluded outof the Dier, are better than 
the latter, becauſe.they are nothing bur Liſts 
ot thoſe who were then' in the Vier, when 
publick Inſtruments were made by publick 
Authoryy ; and therefore from thence un- 
goubted Arguments may be made for both the 
con 
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contending Parties. But in the mean time, 
from this variety in the Aatricnla's I may 
ſafely conclude, That in the moſt ancient times 
the number of the States of the Empire was * 
never fixed and certain,and that all that were 
- enabled by their Wealth or Prudence,to con- 

' tribute any thing to the Welfare of their 
Country,had liberty to be preſent in the Diet. 
Afterwards the Poorer not being able to at- 
tend the Dret, by reaſon of the Expence and 
Charge,remained willingly at home; and that 
in after-times others, who would willingly 
enough have been there, were excluded by 
others, who were too powerful for them to 
contend with, till the States were by. degrees 
brought to the number we now ſee them. Ic 
were too tedious for us to tranſcribe: here a 
Matricula, but yet I ſhall repreſent the Princi- 
pal of the States, as a.thing abſolutely neceſla- 
ry to the forming a Judgment of che Magni- 
tade of this whole Body. Wy 

3. Amonglt the Secular Princes, we give = Aon s f 
the firſt Place to the Houſe of Auſtria, not fo aun. .. 
much for its Antiquixy,as on the {cote.of the 
greatneſs of its Dominions,and becauſe it has 
now for ſome Apes: poſle(s'd, the Imperial 
Throne, This unuſual Clemency of the Fates 
. has raiſed this Family from a very mean ori- 
ginal,to an invidious greatneſs. Radolphnes,the Ks Riſe, 
firſt of theſe, wha obtained the: Imperial Digni- 
ty, was Count of Hapshwrg, and poſlefied a 
ſmall Eſtate,nothing above his Condition and 
Title in the Borders of Switzerland, but then 
he wasa good Souldier, anda man of Yajour : 

There having been wn his times an ha pe? 
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of about 20 years. The State of Germary was in 
oreat conſuſton and diſorder 3 the principal 
Princes of Germany mer, and to put an end to 
theſe Calamiries, reſolved to elect an Empe- 
ror ; Wernerws, then Biſhop of 24entz, mentio- 
ned Redolphies, who had civilly waited upon 
him in one of his Journeys to Rome, from Srraſ- 
barg to the Alps, and he much extolled his 
Prudence and Courage, and the EleQors of 
Cologne and Trier (00n joined with him, Now 
he that is any thing well acquainted with the 
Temper of the Churchmen, will, without any 
difficulty, conjeure what occafion'd this 
great defire in the Biſhop of /4errz to raiſe 
this Gentleman ; he concluded, he would be 
the more obnoxious or compliant to him, be- 
cauſe the Nobility of his extraction did not 
encourage himto a with that freedom ano- 
ther would have uſed z and beſides, he would 
mn greater degree be obliged to him for his 
preferment. But then it might ſeem a wonder 
that none of the greater Princes ſhould aſpire 
to the Imperial Throne, except we robe 
the confuſed ſtate of things in Germany, at that 
time, which made them all fearful chey might 
not be able toreduce itinto order; and per- 
haps others of them were not of ſufficient a 

and experience to effe& {o difficult a Work. 
Thus the Secular EleQors complied with the 
Spiricual;bur thenthe Ele&or of$axoy,and the 
 Burgraye of Norimbarg, would not give their 
Votes for him till he had promiſed them each 
of them a Daughter in Marriage 5 and the 
fame was asked by the Duke of Bavaria,who 
was then preſcat, and granted, Thus R»apl- 
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phus became allied to the beſt Families of Ger» 
many, which inthe beginning was both an ho- 
nour and a ſupport to this Houſe. The Im- 
perial Dignity gave him alſo afterwards op- 
portunity of obtaining a conſiderable Patri- 
mony for his Poſterity z for when any Fee be- 
came vacant, none could better pretend to it 
than one of his own Sons, for to take it to 
himſelf, would have been very invidious. Thus Auftria,Sciria, 
that Houſe obtained Auſtria, Stiria, C arviela, Canola, ys 
and the Marquiſate of Yindiſh in Carniola, and Hpyearvacmt | 
ſome other Territories. and in proceſs of time Fees, . : 
many other were added, by the Bounty of o- 
ther Emperors, as the Opulent are more fre- 
quently obliged with ſuch Favours than the 
Poor. Being thus enriched, it became very 
eaſie for this Family to match into the beſt 
Houſes; and becauſe Ladies are not only won 
by Riches, but dazzled ſometimes with the 
glittering of anew and extraordinary Title, a 
Son might eaſily gain in that caſe, from a leſs 
yielding Father, ſome new additions, which 
might fer him above the other Dukes,and yet 
even here the Prudence of the Houſe of As- 
ftria deſerves commendation. It would have 
been very invidious for this new Family to 
have taken a Place in the Diers,above the more 
ancient;and yet it did not become it to follow 
the reſt, now it was poſſeſſed of the Empires 
therefore they took the firſt place amongſt the 
Spiritual Eleftors, who have a Bench diſtin@ 77, j,7 
from the Secular Princes ; for theſe being for among (t Spirits 
the moſt part deſcended of lower Families,did ta! Elefors. 
without any reluctance yield the firſt place co 
this Family 3 andyet this their modeſty went 
Rot 
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not unrewarded: for on this account they ob- 
tained that Employment or Honour which 
they call the Direfory in the Colledge of the 
Princes,to be exerciſed by turns with the Bi- 
ſhop of Salsb»rg. Theſe things are (o far from 
deſerving the blame of any wile man, that it 
would have been the utmoſt degree of ſtupi- 
diry to have done otherwiſe. 'Thus the Houle 
of Auſtria gained to it (elf the greateſt part of 
the Eaſtern Countries of Germary 3 after this, 
they gotthe Crown of Hungary, by almoſt an 
Hereditary Title, which amongſt other advan- 
tages ſerves as a Bulwark to their other Do- 
minions againſt the Irruptions of the7T#rks.and 
gives the Aufrians many pretences of drain- 
ing the Moneys of Germany to maintain its 
Wars againſt that dreadful Enemy. 

4. We ought well to conſider alſo not on- 


bas long poſſe/- ly that the Houſe of 4»ftria has continued its 
??14l {elf ſolong in the Imperial Dignity,that there 


is (ſcarce any other Houſe in Germany, which 
has a Revenue (ſufficient to bear the Expence 
of that Station 3 but that chey have alſo found 
means 1n the interim ſo to order their Domi- 
nions, that without any difficulty they can 
erect them into an Independent ſeparate 
State or Kingdom, if any other Family ſhould 
happen to be advanced to the Imperial 
Crown; for they have procured ſuch Privi- 
ledges, that whenever they ſhall not be plea- 


fed to acknowledge the Authority of another 


Emperor, they may ſay, They have no buſineſs 
with the Empire of Germany,their Dominions are 
Aa eparate State, Which would not only WoN- 
cerfully maim the Empire by depriving it ol 
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© ſo greata partof its body, but wouldalfo ſet 


 » Dake of Aufria, for the time being, (h3ll be 
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- a dangerous Example to other powerful Prin- - 

= cesto do the like, eſpecially if they conceive 

* they are able to preſerve themſelves without 

- the aſſiſtance of the Empire ; yea, if this ex- 
ample were once given,the meaner and leſſer 
Princes would not continue in the ſtate of 
Subjects. And thus Germany would ſoon be 
brought into the ſame ſtate with 7aly 3 but 

then it ſeems to meto be very doubtful, whe- 

ther it-could ſo well preſerve it felf as ray 

- doth. That I havenot raſhly feigned all this, 

- will be eaſily gtanted, if any one 1s but plea- 

ed to conſider, That the Kingdom of Bohemia 
| has very little concern with the Empire of 
Germany, beſides its Vote in the Ele&ion of 

the Emperor ; or if he will but reflect on the 
oreateſt part of the Priviledges of the Houſe 

of Auſtria, It will to this purpoſe be ſufficient 

to repreſent a few Heads of the Immunities 
given by Charles V. In the very entrance of ,,, ,,; 
this Grant he is pleaſed to acknowledge, that p-41rrd ro this 
' Mennaturally defire the welfare of their Fa- Family by 
milies; then he decrees, That Auſtria ſhall be Caries Y. 
a perpetual Fee of this Family, which no fa- 

ture Emperor ſhall deprive it off. 2. That the 


uiledges 


' \ucha Counſellor of the Empire, as withour 
his knowledge nothing ſhall be determined. 
And yet, 3. He declares his Dominions free 
from all Contributions to the Empire. 4.And 
yet obligeth the Empire to the defence of 
them ſo that in all Advantages it is a Mem- 
- ber, inall Charges it is not. 5. The Duke of 
= Asfiria ſhall not be obliged rodemapd the In- 
+ yeſtiture of his Dominions out ot the cs” 
| | q 
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of them, bur it ſhall be offered to him in his 
own Teriqeiess to wit, becauſe for a naked 
acknowledgment of the Tenure, he will not 
confeſs himſelf fubject to the Empire 3 or as 
if he wetreto be intreated to own himſelf x 
Vaſſal ofthe Empire. And then the Orna- 
ments that are allowed him in this action, do 
alſo ſufficiently argue, that he is to be treated 
like an Equal, and not like a Subject. 6. If he 
pleaſe, he may come to the Diet 3 and if he 
pleaſe, he may forbear. 7. The Emperor has 
no Authory to re&ifie any thing done by him 
in his own Dominions. 8. The Emperor can 
diſpoſe of no Fees within the Dominions be- 
longing to the Houſe of AuFria. 9. His Sub- 
jects ſhall not be drawn out of his Dominions 
to anſwer in any other Courts. : c. From his 
Sentence there lies no Appeal. 11, He may 
without any danger receive {uch as are put un- 
der the Ban of the Empire, fo that he take 
care to do Juſtice to the Party injured 4 but 
then thoſe that are baniſhed by the Duke of 
Anſtria, (hall be abſolved by no other Prince, 
nor in any other place than in Asſtria, 12, He 
may lay new Tributes or Taxes on his own 
Vaſlals, at his own pleaſure. 1 3.He may create 
Earls, Barons, and Gentlemen within hisown 
Dominions, which was heretofore thought 
one of the Acts of Soveraignty, 14. Laſtly, 
to perfect his Power, it is decreed, That 1n 
caſe the Male Line fail in this Houſe, the E- 
ſtates belonging to it ſhall devolve to the Fe. 
maleIflue; and if there be no Females, nei- 
cher, the laſt Poſſeſſor ſhall give or diſpole of 
them as he thinks fir. Ir is rono purpoſe to 
add any more, ſeeing thee are ſufficient to 
C0N- 
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_ ,convince any wiſe man. So tharthe man muſt 
be very filly who doth not perceive the /4am de- 
-— ſigned the Empire by Charles V. when he fab- © 
mitted his 17 Provinces to the Empire, with a d =praopay 
\magnificent Promiſe, that they ſhould pay As ;44 zmpire y 
-much as any two of the Electors paid to the Charles Y,and 
Charges of the Empire; for he well conſidered ». 
_ that all was to be {pent on the Tarki/h War, and 
the Preſervation of the 4»ſtria» Dominions: 
and when the Accounts of the Moneys expen- 
ded in the Txrkiſh War were to bein the hands 
of the Princes of this Atrian Familys, the Low 
;Conntries were not likely to be overcharged,nor 
- tobe very ill treated, if they proved flow in 
the payment. So that it was ea{1e to obſerve, 
That Charles V. by this Promiſe only encoura- 
.ged the Germans tO (pend their Treaſures the 
more freely in the defence of his Territories, 
when they ſaw him (o freely conſent to bring 
his own Patrimony under the ſame Burthen 
tho' perhaps there might be another reaſon roo 
atthe bottom of it, viz, That whereas his on 
Philip then aſpired to the Empire, it might nat be 
.pbjefted againſt him, that he had no Dominions in the 
Empire,thoſe belonging before to the Houſe of Aultria, 
* being then aſſigned ta his Brother Ferdinand ; Or, 
perhaps, that the Germans migat think them- 
ſelves the more obliged to defend chele Pro- 
. winces, if they were atany time invaded by the 
French King. Acchis time that Line is reduced x, ,,.,,, 
to two Males, Leopald Emperor of Germany, t1;; pou, 
(who has, ſince our Auchor wrote, had a Son 
named foſeph) and Charles King of Spain,who has 
no Iſſue: I have heard many of the Germans 
-aviſh cliis Prince a numerous Male Poſterity,out 
Pt meer fear that che om As the Line in 
1 
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this Family may cauſe dreadful Convullſtons 
in Exrope. 
The ComtsPa- 5; The Family of the Counts Palarive of the 
+ of - , Rhine, and of the Dukes of Bawaria, are, as to 
Dukes ofBara- Antiquity, equal to the beſt,and it enjoys a vaſt 
ria, Tra of Land, which extends from the A/ps to 
the River eſelte, and two Dukedoms in the 
Borders of the Low Conntries : [t is divided into 
two Lines, the Rudo/fian and F:iam ; one of 
Bavariz, - theſe is poſſe(s'd of the Dukedom of Bavaria, 
and has ever been thought very Rich, and in 
the laſt tedious Civil War it gotalſo the Ele- 
oral Dignity from the Palatizate Family ; and 
for almoſt an hundred years it has poſleſſed the 
Electorate of Cologne (Prince Clement, who was 
lately choſen, being likely ſtil] ro continue it in 


' Kingof Farce); his Predeceſlor alſo poſſels'd 
T'4Palatine the Biſhopricks of Liege and Hi/diſheim, The Ru: 
ame. aohþan Line is divided into many Branches,the 
Principal of which is the EleQor Palatine, and 
it enjoys the Lower Palatinate on the Rhive, a 
Country which for its ſtrength, pleaſantneſs, 
and fertility, was equal to the beſt parts of Ger- 
many, before the French with Fire and Sword 
barbarouſly laid it deſolate, nor only demoliſh- 
ing, but burning down to the Ground the grea- 
8 reſt part of irs Towns, Cities, Palaces, and 
Ne am 5 Churches. The Count Palatize of Newbmrg 
>*  Poſlelsd heretofore the Dukedoms of ?wliers 
and Montz.,and ſome Dominions on the Danube, 
andin the year 1685. Charles Lewis the laſt Ele- 
ctor dying without Iſſue, Philip 9iliaw of the 
Houſe of Newburg, ſacceeded in the Eleforate 
too, which in the year 1688. he reſigned to 
his Son John Wiliamjoeing grown reap l6,2n0 
| Otts 


\ this Family, tho' powerfully oppoſed by the - | 
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ſorely oppreſſed by the French. Beſides theſe, 
there are the Palatines of S»lt7. back, Simmeren, 
Deuxpont or Zuibrucken(as theGermans Call it)Bir- 
kexfield and Lawtreck, The Family of Deaxpont 
produced Charles Guſtavus King of Sweden,who 
now reigns in that Kingdom,who by che Peace | 
of Oſnaburg has obtained in Germany the Duke- His Doninions 

doms of Breme, Ferden, and the upper Pomera- 7" Germany, | 

»17, together with Stetin, the Principality of R«- 

zen, and the Barony of /i/mar. This Family 

enjoys now alſo Princes of great worth and 

virtue 3 for as the Bavarian Line are celcbrated 

for their great Piety, ſo the Eleftoral- Family 

have been much eſteemed for their Prudence 3 

which chara&er will belong equally to the 

Houſe ofNewbarg,the laſt of this Family was on 

that account thought worthy of the Crown of 

Poland, tho he was no way related to the Fami- 

And Prince Rapert, a 

Branch of the elder Houſe of the Palatinate,who 

died in England, was a Perſon of great Valour 

and Worth, and famous over al! Chriſtendom, 


lies char had worn it. 


The other Brans 
ches of this 


Houſe, 


The King of 


Swed-th of this 


Family. 


for the Wars he had managed by Sea and 


6. The Dukes of Saxony poſſeſs almoſt the The Hoe of 


middle parts of Germany, ro whom belongs 
Mifnia, Tharing, and a ſmall Country on the 


S4KOny. 


Elbe, called the Upper Saxony, Ln/atia, and in 


Franconia, the Dukedoms of Cobarg, and the 


Earldom of Hennebarg, a Country celebrated in 
{ome parts for its Fertility, and in others for its 


Mines. This Family is divided into two Bran- 
- Ches, viz, Albert and Erneſt : the la{t of chele is 
= mpoſteſſion of the Eleorate, and the ſecond 


YON IS to be Biſhop of Mere ; of the 
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_ are the Dukes of Altenbarg, Gotham, and 4 Bro- 


The Hoſe of 
Brandenburg,. 


thersof the Family of #/imar, and a numerous 
Poſterity belides. | 
7, Next theſe are the Marqueſſes of Brar- 
denburg, the Head of which Family 1s one of 
the Eleftors, who has large Dominions 1n Ger- 
many, beſides Praia, which is placed now out 
of the Empire, which alſo he lately obtained 
from the Crown of Poland, he has ark , the 
farther Pomerania gained from the Swedes, tho 
it belonged to him by Inheritance, upon the 
death of the laſt Duke without Iflue 5 Halber- 
ſftad, Minden, and Camin, three Biſhopricks, gi- 
ven him as an Equivalent for the hither Powe- 
raniazand he was alſo to have that of 1Zagdebarg 
after the death of Azg»ſns the preſent Poſlei- 
for of the Houſe of Saxony. Theſe Dominions 
are large and fruitful, yet ſome believe he 
would have chofen the two Pomerania's entire, 
before all the reſt. I remember when I was 
in my return from Germany, being at an Enter- 
tainment at Padua, in which were prelent 
ſome INatian and French Marqueſles, I had an 
occaſion to iay the Marqueſs of Branaerburg 
could travel 200 German miles in his own 
Dominions, without lying one night in any 
other Prince's Country (though in ſome places 
it was indeed interrupted) whereupon many 
that were preſent, began to ſuſpect I was guil- 
ty of the common fault of Travellers, and my 
Faith was much queſtioned, but that an old 
Souldier, who was preſent, and had ſerved 
long in Germany, and had been one of my Ac- 
quaintance in thar- Prince's Court, delivered 
me from their Suſpicions : They could __ 
| ES blu{h 
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The German Empire, 


bluſh thereupon, when they conſidered, that 
{ome prided themſelves in this Title in {tat 
and France, who were ſcarcely Maſters of 
Two Hundred Acres of Land : So little 
did they underſtand , that cur German 
MWarggraves are more conſiderable than 
their Margueſſes, There is another Branch 
of this Family in Francona, who (if I am not 
miſtaken) poſſeſs the old Inheritance of the 
Burggraves O' Norimburg, and'are divided 1n- 
to two Lines, that of C#/embach, and that of 
Onolzbeck, | 
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8, Next after the EleRors follow ſome of the othey 


other Princes, whoſe Houſes are ſtill extant 27inces of the 


and becauſe amongſt theſe there are vart- 
ous Conteſts for the Precedence, I would 
not have the Order I here obſerve, give 
any prejudice to any of them in theſe their 


vain Pretences. The Dukes of Bzunſwick 7% P#kes of 
and Lunenburg poſleſs a very conf1derable Brunivick ard 


Territory in the Lower Saxony 3 they are 
divided into two Branches to the firſt of 
theſe belongs the Dukedom of Brunſwick , 
now enjoyed by an ancient Gentleman s 
two Brothers have divided the Dukedom 
of Lunenburg between them, one of which 
reſides at Zel, the other at Haznover, and 
the third Brother is now Biſhop of Ofna+ 
burg, The Dukes of Pechlenburg have a 
{mall Tra& of Land belonging to them, 
which lies between the Ba/tick Sea and the 
River Ebe ; and this Family is now divi- 
ded into two Branches, Swerin and © nſtrow, 
The Duke of Wurtemburg has in Franconia 
a great and a powerful Territory 3 his Re- 

F7 | D 3 lations 


wpire. 


Lunenburg, 


Mechlenburg. 


Wurtemb urg, 
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lations have alſo in the extreameſt parts of 
Montpelgart. Germary the Earldom of Pontbelgard in 
Haſſia, Alſatia, The Eantgrave of Yalſis has allo 


2 large Country, and is divided into the 
Branches of Caibel and Darmftad, The 


Baden. Marqueſſes of 3Saden have a long but nar- 
row Country on the Rhine, and are allo 
divided into two Lines, that of Baden, 

wt properly fo called, and that of Baden Dur- 


lach, The Dukes of Holſtein polieis a part 
of the Promontory of 7aiz/and, which by 
reaſon of the Seas waſhing its Eaſtern and 
Weſtern fides, is very Rich: That part of 
Helfein which belonged to the Empire, is 
poſſeſled by the King of Dexmark and the 
Duke of Helfein Gothorp 5 which laſt has 
Luveck. * alfo the Biſhoprick of Lubeck, The Duke- 

dom of Sleſwick,doth not belong to the Em- 
Sax-LaYem- ire, The Duke of Sar-Lawemburg has 


we 2 ſmall Eſtate in the Lower S«xew, and al- 
moit equal to that of the Prince of Anhalt 

Savoy 4nd _ the PPer Saxony, . 8 

ac fu 9. Theſe are the ancient Princes of the 


Empire 3 for the Dukes of @avoy and 
L0zratn, though Fees depending on the 
Empire, and ſq having Seats in the Diet, 
yet by reaton of the Situation of their 
Countries, they are in a manner ſeparated 
| from the Empire, and have different 1ute- 
Ferdinand 71, reſts, Ferdinand II, who, as many believe, 
wad "od ccirgned the ſubduing the Power of the 
Brings — Cn Prizces, and to gain an Abſolute 
he Authority over them, amonglt other Arts 

by him imployed, brought into the Diet 

many Princes, which depended entirely on 
m3 
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ob The German Empire. 
*> him, he intended by their Vote) to equal, 
*Z if not overballance, the Suffrages of the 
ancient Princes, if he ſhould be ar any time 
forced to call a Dietz which yet he avoided 
as much as was poſlible ; or that he might 
ſhew. at leaſt, that there was no reaſon 
why the ancient Princes ſhould fo much 
value their Power, ſeeing he was able, when 
he pleaſed, to ſet as many as he pleaſed 
on the fame Level with them -' And the 
Princes of the old Creation had without 
queſtion been very much. endangered , if 
the Emperor could have created Lands as 
ealily as he could give Titles Amongft 
thoſe however that then gained Places in 
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the Diet, are theſe 3 the Prince of Hoenzole- T'! Titles of 


ren, Eggenburg, Naſſaw-Hadmar, Naſſaw-Dillen- 
burg, Lobkowitz,, Salm, Dietrichſtein, Aversberg, 
and Picolomini, But then this Project of 
Ferdinand miſcarrying, and the Eſtates of the 
new Princes bearing no proportion with 
that of the ancient Families, their advance- 
ment to this Dignity has- never been found 
as yet of any uſe to them 3 and they have 
alſo been much expoſed to the Reproaches 
of the ancient Princes (as the new Nobi- 
lity is ever {lighted by the old) and they 
have taken it up as a Proverb againſt them, 
That they have got nothing by this Exaltation, 
but of Rich Counts, (or Earls) to be mage Poor 
Princes : Yet it is to be conſidered , That 
the moſt ancient Nobility had a beginning, 
and that theſe Families in time may get 
greater Eſtates, though the eaſteſt way is 
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now forecloſed againſt them, by reſtraining 
the Emperor from diſpoſing of the vacant 
Fees as he thinks fit. | | 
10, The Next Bench in the Der belongs 
to the Biſhops of vermam, and Abbots, 
Though this Order conſiſts of men of no 
very great Birth, as being but Gentlemen, 
or at beſt, the - Sons of Barons or Earls, 
and advanced to this Dignity by the Ele- 
&ion of their Chapters 3 yet in the Drer, 
and other publick Meetings, for the moſt 
part, they are placed above the Teniporal 
Nobility : For ſince the Fortunes of the 
Churchmen in theſe latter Ages has been 
ſo vaſtly different - from what it was 1n 
the beginning of Chriſtianity, it were very 
abſurd ro expect they are now bound to 
obſerve thoſe Laws of Modeſty our Sa- 
viour at firſt preſcribed them ; and per- 
haps thoſe Laws too were by him de{1gn- 
ed only for the Primitive Times : For in 
truth, it would have been tidiculous for 
Fiſhermen and Weavers ambitioully - to 
ſeek the Precedence of Noblemenz who 
were to earn their Bread with the labours 
of their Hands, or to ſ{ubſiſ} on voluntary 
Contributions, Now the Authority and 
Revenues of the Churchmen is very great 
in all thoſe Countries that ever were un- 
Ger the Papacy ; yet their Riches and Po- 
wer are no where {o great as in Germany, 
there being. ſew of them in the : Empire 
whoſe Dominions and Equipage | is not 
equal to that of the Secular Nobility ; ng 
Do es | their 
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"7 their Power and Authority over their Vaſ- 


ſals is of the ſame nature; and many of 


them are alſo more fond of their Helmers 
= than their Mirers, and are much fitrer to 
2 involve their Country in Wars, and their 


Neighbours in Troubles , than to propa- 
gate true Piety. But however, in theſe 


: later Ages there are more than there were 


in former times, who are not aſhamed to 


= take Orders, and once or twice in a year 


to ſhew the World how expert they are 
= in expreſling the Geſtures, and repreſenting 


= the Cetemonies of the moſt Auguſt Sacri — 
= fice. Bur then, whereas of old their Eſtates Now #uch die 
* equalled, if not exceeded, that of the Secu- 99%: 


_ A 
' 4 


lar Princes, the Reformation of Religion, 
which was embraced by the greateſt part 
of Germany, and the Peace of Weſtphalia, in 
the year 1648, have ſtrangely diminiſhed 
them 3 for in the Circles of the Upper and 
Lower Saxony the-Churchmen- have very 
little left : But then; in the Upper Germany 


bp | (if you except the Dukedom of Purtem- 


barg ) they eſcaped better. Now the rea- 
ſon of this 1s this 3 The Saxons being more 
remote, did not fear the Efforts of Charles V. 


= ſo much as the other Princes, who were 
- awed by his Neighbourhood to them, and 
- oppreſſed by his- Prefence -: Beſides, in 
*. Saxony their Dominions were intermixed 
. with Potent Secular Princes, and conſe- 
> quently lay expoſed to their Incurſions 
> Þut in the Upper Germany they were ſeated They poſſi the 
= nearer oneanother, and on the Rhine, which 

2 3s the moſt fruitful part of Germary, they 


were 
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were poſſeſſed of the whole Country,ee * 21 
cept. what belongs to the EleQor Palatin, | 
which as it interrupts that beautiful Chain # 
of Church-Lands,. has, I perfwade my lf, 7: 
been looked on by them with an evil Eye, © 7 
(This their Neighbourhood has in the mean 
time contributed yery much to the preſer. * 
ving them from the Reformation, one of -. 
them aſſiſting another to expel that dange. | 
rous Guelſti,til! the French at la os d juſt) udge Ex 
ment of God, (though a Catholick Nation, 
as they call it) came in to revenge thei 
Contempt of the True RO and hay 
laid the far greateſt parc of theſe populous 
well-built fruitful Countries in-Aſhes twice © 
or thrice within the Memory. of Man, and - 
now eſpecially in the year now curreat 168g. 
But co return to our Author) | 
The Ecclefia- 171. Eccleliaſtick States, which are not 
fick Elefors. Come into the hands of the Proteſtant | 
Menez, Trier, Pxinces, are theſe : The three Archbiſhop- 
and Cologne, I icks of Mentz,, Trier , and Cologne, which _ 
are three of che EleRtors, and the Archbi- © : 
{hopricks of Saltsburg and Beſanzox 1n Bur ' 
andy ; for, as for Magdebarg, it is a meer _ 
y-Fee. The inferiour Biſhopricks are, _ 
The Biſhops, Samberg, Wurtzburg, Worms, Spires, Aichſtad, 
| Strasburg, Conflance, Aushurg, Hildiſheim, Pa- 
derboyu,  Freifingen, Ratizbone, Paſſaw, Trent, 
Brixen.n Tiral, Baſily Liege, Oſuabarg,/ Munſter, 
Curen in Carlaud. "The Maſter . the Teu- 
zonick, Order has the firſt Seat amongſt che 
Biſhops : And we muſt obſerve too, that 
1n Our tUumes there are ſometimes twa or more 
Biſhopricks united in the ſame Perſon, either 
becauſe 
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becauſe the Revenues of one ſingle Dio- 


ceſs were not thought ſufficient to main- 


{tain the Dignity and Splendor of a Prince's 


7 Court, or that they might by that means be 


$ 


'rendred more formidable to thoſe that 


hated them. The Biſhoprick of Labeck, is 


— very little better than a part of the Pa- 
trimony of the Duke of Holſtein, and All 
the Country has alſo embraced the Prg- 
”* teſtant Religicn. Amongſt the ; Abbies 
-- which zre calied Prelates, are theſe z Feld, 
 Kempten, Elwang, Murback,, Luaers, the Mz- 


-—— ſter of Sr. 7ohn, Berchtelsgaden, Weiſenburg, 
 Prouym, Stablo, and Corwey; the reſt of the 


'* Prelates, who are not Princes, are divi- 


Mitered Abbots 


Tye Prelates 
that are not 


| ts ded into two Benches, that of. the Rhine, Princss but uote 
» and that of Schwaber or Swabia, one of each inthe Diet, 


-» of which has a Vote in the Diet, and they 


are eſteemed equal to the Counts or Earls 
of the Empire. 


12, The Eſtate of the Counts, or Earls, The Els an4 


and Barons of the Empire, is alſo much more 
{plendid and rich than that of men enjoy» 
iag the ſame Dignities in other Kingdoms; 


* for they have almoſt the ſame Priviledges 


with the Princes, and the ancient Earldoms 
had alſo large Territories belonging to 
them 5 whereas in other Kingdoms a {mall 
Farm or Mannour ſhall dignite us owner 
with that Title, Yet the Diviſton. of the 
Eſtate amongſt the Brothers has damnified 
many of the German Families, and is only to 
be admitted inPlebeian Families, for its Equity 
and Piety ſake : Some others have been 


equally ruined by the Careleſneſs and Luxu- 
| 5 IY. 


Barons 6f the, 
Empire 


44 The Preſent State of 
ry of their Anceſtors, and their prodig 


Have 4 Vates. four Votes in the Diet. one for Wetteraw, 


Tir Nanes, Nallaw, Didenburg, Furftemberg, Yohen, 
. lohe. Yanaw, Sajn, Witgetiſtein, L efnin 
gen, Solms, Waldek, Jſenburg, Stolberg, 
Wied Pansfeld, ReuCen, Ditingen, Pont- 
fo2t, Konigſeck, Fugger, Sultz. Cronberg, 
Sintzendozf, Walenftcin, Papenhetm, Ca 
fell, Lewenſtein, Erbach, Limburg, 
Schwartzenburg. Benthetm, Dfffrifland, 
(who is now made a Prince) Rhine, and 
Walts, Rantzow, and perhaps many other, 
whoſe Nobility is not to be prejudiced by 
my ſilence; and as to thoſe 1 have named, 


them according to their proper Places. 
There are alſo many Earls and Barons in 
the Hereditary Countries belonging to the 
Emperor, who being of late Creation, or 
ſubject to other States, have no Place 
or Vote in the Dzers of Germany, and there- 
fore are not tobe mentioned here. 
The Free Cities 1 $7 here is alſo in Germany no ſmall 
make 2 College number of Free Cities, who are ſubject to 
j» ir Diet. no Prince or State, but are immediately 
under ' the: Emperor and the Empire, and 
are therefore called Imperial Cities. In 
the Diet they conſtitute a particular College, 
which- is divided into two Benches, that 
of the Rhine, and that of Schwabeu, The 
Principal of theſe are, Nozimberg, mo 
ROS : : & gy 
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Expences. Art this day - the Earls have 


another for Schwabes, a third for Fran- 2 
conia, and the fourth for Weſiphalia. The # 
Earls which are known to me, are theſe; : 


4 W 
Nr 
19 
7p 
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I pretend no skill in the marſhalling of - 
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# Cologne, Lubeck, Ulm, Strasburg. Frank- 
, _X fodd Ratisbone, Air la Chapelle , or Aken, 
# Mets, Wozms, Spire, Colmar. Pemmingen, 
= Elſling Hall : Schwaben, Yeilbzon, Lin- 


= daw, Goflar, Pulhauſin, Nozth Hauſin; 
*Z the reſt have reaſon rather to pride them- 
> ſelvesin their Liberty than.in their Wealth, 
*Z In the former Ages the conjunction of two 
or three of theſe Cities together made a great 
Power, and they were terrible to the Prin- 
ces, but now. their. Wealth is much redu- 
 ced, and we may probably enough conje- 
ure, they will one-after another be all re- 
duced under the Yoke of the Princes : At 
leaſt, the Biſhops threaten thoſe very much. 
in which their Cathedrals are. Thereare 1 
alſo ſome potent Cities which preſerve their 
Freedom , though (perhaps) not very well 
grounded ; for the Dukes of Ho/fein pre- 
tend a Right over Bamburg, which this 
moſt wealthy City of all Germasy will not 
ſubmit to and it is thought the Strength 
of it and the Jealouſie of the neighbouring 
Princes (who envy the King of Denmark 
the poſlteſion of this fat Morſel) will pre- 
ſerve it. The King of Sweden has fuch 
another Diſpute with the City of Breme, 
without which he can never ſecure that 
Dukedom ; and perhaps the Kings of Swe- 
dex have too much reaſon to ſuſpect that 
City - was admitted into the Diet, in 
the year 1641, when they began to ſaſpe&t 
thoſe Princes would become Maſters of 
this Dukedom, on purpoſe to keep it out 
of their hands, and deprive them of this 
COn- 


Hamburg. 


Breme. 
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Brunſwick, 


Hildiſheim, 


Magdeburg. 


Erford. 


Munſter, 


Tir Knights 
of Germany 
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conveiietice and ſecurity. The City of 
B:unlwick doth ſtrangely weaken and dif 


figure the Dukedoms of Brav/wick and Lu- |*7 


nenburg, and by its Site interrupt their 
otherwiſe well compacted Territories : And 
yet they will never ſuffer che Biſhop of 
H14/heim to take poſſeſſon of that City. 
The Ele&or of Brandenburg 1s not very 
favourable to the Cities in his Dominions, 
and therefore it is not improbable, the 
City of Magdeburg may ſuffer the loſs of 
her Liberty after the death of Aug«ft=s, of 
the Houſe of Saxony. They of Eyford, Wea- 
ry of a doubtful Conteſt for their Liberty, 
ſubmitted, and for their Folly and Cowar- 
dice were thought worthy to loſe their 
Liberty, Wife men wonder alſo chat the 
Dukes of S4xony have not ſeized the Cita- 
del of Th#ring ; and I ſuppoſe, by this time, 
the Hollanders are made ſufficiently ſenſible 
they ought to have defended 'the Inhabi- 
tans of Munſter againſt their Biſhop 3 ſee- 
ing it would the better have became them 
who took Arms againſt their own Prince, 
for their Liberties, ro have affiſted their 
Neighbours ina like Attempt. 

' 14. The Knights of Germany are not all 
n the ſame condition, part of them being 
immediately ſubje& t6 the Emperor and 
the Empire, and another part being under 
the ſubordinate States, who are their Lords. 
They that belong to the firſt of theſe Claſ- 
fes, call themſelves the Free Nobles of the Em- 
gire, and the Conjuntt, Immediate, and Free 
Nobility of the Empire, Theſe, according to 


the 


2 I%8; 
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the reſpeRive Circuits in which their Eſtates 

are, ſtand divided into three Claſſes, of Piuided ints 

Franconia, Schwabev, and the Rhine, which */7* Claſſes. 

are again ſubdivided into leffer Diviſions. 

They have of their own Order certain Di- 

reftors and Aſſeſſors, who take care of thoſe 

Afﬀairs, which concern the whole Body of 

this Order ; and if i. thing of great mo- 

ment happen, they call a genera! Conven- 

tion, but then they have no Place in the Bu they have 

Diet, which they look on as a Priviledge —o in the 

for the ſaving of the Expences neceſſary in © 

ſuch an Attendance. And in truth ir would 

be no great advantage to them to be admit- 

ted into the Dzer, to give their Votes; in 

all other things they enjoy the ſame Li- 

berties and Rights with the other Princes 

and Free States, fo that they are inferiour to 

the Princes in nothing/but Wealth. To re- 

compence this, they have great Advantages 

from the Eccleſiaſtical Benefices and Cathe- 

dral Churches in which they are Cavens ; and ; 

by this way many of them become Princes 

of the Empire. They that obtain this. 

Honour, have learned, by the Pope's exam- 

ple to take good care of their Family and 
elations 3 and befides, there is a wonderful 

ſatisfaction in the enjoyment of great Re- 

venues with ſmall Labour z for they employ 

their Curates or Vicars to make a noiſe in 

their Churches, ſo that they are in no peril 

of ſpoiling their Voices by any thing but 

Intemperance 3 and as to the inconveniences 

of living unmarried, their Concubines, which 

are not wanting) cure them. Thoſe on 

make 


The Empirt is 
divided into 
ten Circles, 
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make themſelves Eunuchs for the Kingdom 
of Heaven, are in the mean time very ſcarce 
in Germa»y: And it is almoſt as infamoyy 
in a Nobleman, to be continent, as not 
to love Dogs and Horſes. I have heard 


ſome of them complain that ſome of the 7 


Princes have an apparent diſguſt at their 
Priviledges, and look upon them with an 
evil Eye, becauſe living in the' midſt of 
their Territories, they enjoy ſuch large 
Exemptions : And others ſay, ſuch vaſt 


- numbers of ſmall Royolers do much weaken 


the Empires in which they are ſuffered. And 
if a foreign War happen, they become an 
ealie Prey to the Invaders : Yet for all this, 
theſe Gentlemen will not part with a cer- 
tain Liberty for an uncertain Hazard or 
Danger ; and the reſt of the Princes will 
not {ſuffer ſo conſiderable an Addition to 
be made to the Power and Riches of the 
Princes they live under, except ſome great 
Revolution open a way to this change, or 
by length of time and crafty Projects their 
Eſtates be waſted and conſumed. 

15, We muſt here, in a few words, 
admoniſh the Reader, that this vaſt Body 
of the Empire, by the appointment of 
Maximilian ], 1n the year 1512, was divi- 
ded into ten Circles, the names of which 
are theſe; Auſtria, Ments, Trier, Cologne, 
and the Palatinate call'd the Lower Circle 
of the Rhine, the Upper Circle of the Rhine, 
Schwahen, Bavaria, Franconia, the Upper and 
lower Saxeny : Weſbphalia, that of Burgunay, 
the Kingdom of Bohemia, with the Provin- 
| CES 


The German Empire. 
ces of Sil-fia and Moravia, belong not to 
any of theſe Circles : Which yields us a 
clear proof, that it 15 rather united to Ger- 
many by a kind of League, than a part of 
that Empire. To which of theſe Circles 
any Place belongs, may be found in com- 
mon Books, every where to be had. This 
Diviſion was made for the more ealte Pre- 
ſervation of the Publick Peace, and the 
Execution of Juſtice againſt contumacious 
States and Princes ; to which end each of 
them has Power to name a General, for 
the commanding their Forces, and the ap- 
pointing their Diets, in which the principal 
Prince in the Circle, for the moſt party 
> prefides; in which they take care for 
>, the defence of the Circle, and for the le- 
vying Moneys for the publick uſe. Yer 
2 man may well queſtion, whether this 
Diviſion doth not tend more to the Di- 
tration and weakening of Germany, than 
> its Preſervation, the whole Body being by 
= this means made leſs ſenſibie and leſs re- 
> gardful of the Calamities which oppreſs or 
= endanger the Parts of it, and threaten 

= (though at a diitance) the Ruin of the 
whole. Thus much of the Parts of the 
Empire. 
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CHAP. II. 


pire, and by what degrees they arrived 
to that Power they now have. 


I T{?OR the attaining an accurate know: 
abſolutely neceſſary to enquire by what 


Empire arrived to the Power they now 
poſſeſs 3 for without this it will not be 
poſſible to ſee what was the true cauſe 


Now theſe States are Secular Princes, Earls, 
Biſhops, and Cities, of the Riſe of each ot 
7; 5:17, WRch we will diſcourſe briefly. The Se- 
Frincezof the cular Princes are Dukes or Earls, who have 
Empire aro 10 theſe Titles ſome other added in the 


=arls, grave, Parggrabe, and Burggrave z for to 
the beſt of my remembrance, none of the 
ancient Princes, except he of Axbalt, has the 
ſimple Stile of a Prince, without one of 
theſe Additions 3 yet ſome of them uſe 
the Title of Prince amongſt their other 
Titles. Thus they of Auſtria are ſtiled 
Princes of Schwaber ; the Dukes of Poms 
rania (now under the King of Sweden) the 
Princes of Rnpen; the Lanatgrave of Huſſia 
and Hersfield, &c, 

* 2.. Among 


Of the Origine of the States of the Em- b 


ledge of the German Empire, it is 


ſteps thoſe that are called the States of the 
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that this State took ſuch an irregular form, . 


i-ther Dukes or German Tongue, viz. Pfaltzgrave, Landt- : 
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2. Amongſt the ancient Germans,before they 


2 were {ubdued by the Franks, a Duke was a 
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*"Z meer Military Officer; as appeareth plainly by 


the German word Peerzog,who for the moſt 
part were choſen on the account of their 


Valour, when a War was coming upon. 
+ them: In Times of Peace, thole that go- 71,;- Grevens 
verned them , and exerciſed Juriſdition, or Earls were 


and governed their Cities, Diſtricts, and 


Villages, were for the moſt patt choſen 


out of the Nobility, and were called Gze- 
ven, or Gzaven, which is as much as Pre- 
ſiaent, though the Latin word Comes is more 
often uſed for it ; becauſe from the time 
of Conſt antine the Great downward, thoſe 
who were employed in the Miniſtry or Ser- 
vice of the Court, in the command of the 
Forces diſperſed in the {ſeveral Provinces 
of the Empire, or in adminiſtring Juſtice 
and the execution of the Laws, were all 
{tiled Comites, After this, when the Franks 
had ſubdued Germany, and were become 
Maſters of all its Provinces, they, after the 
manner of the Romans, ſent Dukes ro go- 
vera the Provinces in it, that is, Preſidents 
to govern them in Peace, and command 
their Forces in time of War: And to theſe 
they ſometimes added Comites, for admini- 
ſtring Juſtice 3 and ſome Provinces were 

ut under Comites only, and had no Dukes ; 


ed by them, were meer Magiſtrates 5 but 


The old Ger« 
militay yOſfi« 


The Dukes 4d 


ut then all theſe that were thus employ- hen for their 


6 n ! Lives, and af 
in length of time, it came to-paſs, that 1aft became be- 


ſome perſons were made Dakes for their 
| PE, E 2 Lives, ? 
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Lives, and the Son for the moſt part ſuc- 
ceeded the Father : So that having ſo fair 
an opportunity in their hands, of eftabliſh- |= 
ing themſelves, they began to look on - I? 
their Provinces as their Patrimony and In- {* 
heritance. Nor can a Monarch commit a 
greater Error than the ſuffering theſe kinds 
of Adminiſtrations to become hereditary, 
eſpecially where the Military Command 
iS united to the Civil: And therefore I can 
ſcarce forbear laughing when I read this 
Cuſtom, in ſome German Writers, defen: 
ded, as commendable and prudent ; for it 
is the Honour of a Prince to reward thoſe 
who have deſerved well of him : But then, 
if a Maſter ſhould manumile all his Servants 
at once, I ſuppoſe he might, for the future, 
make clean his Shooes himſelf : A Father 
may be the forder of a thing,becauſe he knows 
he can leave it to his Son after him 3 but 
then the more paſſionately he loves his Son, 
the greater care he ought to take, that a 
Stranger may claim as little Right as is 
poſſible to it. Thus we uſually take more 
care of what is our own, than of what 
belongs to another : But then a good Fa- 
ther will not give his Eſtate to his Tenaat, 
thar he may uſe it ſ(o much the better. 
There is a cheaper way of preventing the 
Rebellions of Preſidents, than that of grant- 
ing Provinces 'to them, to be adminiſtred 
as an Inheritance, And 'tis a very filly 
thing to meaſure the Majeſty of a Prince, 
by the number of choſe in his Dominions, 
who can with ſafety deſpiſe kim and his So- 

yeraignty. 


- Otners were call'd Marggraves, Preſidents 
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veraignty. To ſay more were to no pur- 
pole ; for to expoſe the Stupidity of theſe 
men, it will be ſufficient for us to- conft- 
der, that they are not aſhamed to compare 
the German Lawyers with the Iralian, French, 
and Sparih Writers and yet the Writings 
of the greateſt part of them ſhew, they 
never underſtood the firſt Principles of 
civil Prudence. 

3. Charles the Great obſerving the Error (,. 1. 4, 
committed by: his Anceſtors, took away g14t endea- 
the greateſt part of the Dukedoms, which -oured tore- 
were of too great extent; and dividing the 4754 error. 
larger Provinces into ſmaller parts, com- 
mitted them to the care of Connts, Comites, 
or Earls, ſome of which retained the ſ1m- 
ple Name of Coxxrs, and others were call'd 
Pfaltzgraves, or Pfaltzgraven, Comes Pa- 
latin, Connt Palatins, or Prefefts of the Court- 

Royal, and in that capacity adminiſtred Ju- 
{tice within the Verge of the Courrc. 
Others were call'd Landtgraves, chat is, 
Preſidents (et over a. whole Province. 


of the Marches or Borders, for repelling 
the Incar{tons.of Enemies, and adminiſtring 
Juſtice to the Inhabitants. Others were 
called Burggraves, that is, Prefe&s or Go- 
vernours of ſome of the Royal Caſtles or 
Forts. And theſe Offices and Dignities 
were not granted by Charles the Great, 
in Perpetuity or Inheritance , but with a 
Power reſerved to himſelf, to renew his 
Grants to the ſame perſon, or beſtow them 
0n another, as he thought fir. Bur after 

E 3 the 
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this Poſeri. the Death Of Charles the Great, his Poſte- 
F f 

ty nturedto rity returned to the Errors of the former 

the former il Reigns, and not only the Sons were ſuf- 

Managemins fered to ſucceed their Fathers in theſe Ma- 

giſtracies or Governments; but by a con- 

jun&ion or union of many Counties or 

Earldoms, or by the Will of ſome of his 

Succeſſors, fome Duhedoms were again for- 

med, which contained great Extents of 

Lands. The Prefidents employed by them 

in the Government of theſe Provinces, 

thought it a piece of Cowardice and Sloth 

in- themſelves not to take hold of theſe 

_ occaſions and opportunities of eſtabliſhing 

themſelves and their Poſterities , ( as the 

nature of Mankind is prone to Ambition) 

eſpecially when the Authority of the French 

Emperors declined, and became every day 

more contemptible, by reaſon of their 1n- 

Ocho Dube of teſtine Diſſentions and deſtructive Wars 

Saxony,a&ing IM one another. And in the firſt place, 

in Fa8, though Otho Duke of Saxory, the Father of Henry 

to: in Title, the Falconer, having under him a large and 

_ _ 4 warlike Nation, {o eſtabliſhed himſelf, 

that he wanted nothing but the Title to 

make him a King: And when Conrad I. 

Emperor of $ermary, undertook to ſubdue 

and bring under Henry his Son, he miſcar- 

ried in the Attempt, and at his Death he 

adviſed the Nobility to beſtow the Impe- 

ial Dignity on this his proſperous Rival, 

thinking jt the wiſeſt courſe to give him 

what he could have taken by force, for 

jear he ſhould canton himſelf, and disjoin 

1s Dominjons from the reſt of Germay, 

: OO nw wy oe 
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There are yet ſome Princes, who owe their other Princes 
raiſed to this 
Dignity by the 


Dominions ro the Liberality of ſome of the 
Emperors ; Examples of which occurr fre- 
quently in the Hiſtories of the Orho's 3 and 
whether this is conſiſtent wich the Laws 
of Monarchy, I am not now at leiſure to 
enquire. After theſe Beginnings or Foun- 
dations, Princes encreafed their Power at- 
terwards by Purchaces, by Hereditary De- 


ſcents, not only in the Right of Blood; bur 0f%rs 57 Pur- 
chace, Inheyi- 


, tance, or Uſuts 
the Germans call, Confraterhal Inheritances or pation, } 


alſo by mutual Pacts of Succeſhons, which 


Sacceſſions, which are of the ſame nature 
with that League between the potent Hou- 
ſes of Saxony, Brandenburg, and Haſſia, which 
iS now in force: And by vertue of ſuch a 
League, the Dukes of Saxoy obtained the 
Earldom of Henneberg, and the Houle of 
Brandenburg the Right of Pomerania, though 
that League was not reciprocal z and yet it 
15 apparent, theſe Leagues are injurious to 
the Emperor, who has the Right of a 
Lord over the Dominions of the Princes, 


-and ought, upon a vacancy, to dilpole of 


the Fee. Laſtly, Some Eſtates have been 

ſeized by force, by ſome of them, when 

g ermany Was involved jn Wars and Diſtur- 
ances. 


4. But then, in after times, when it ap- 7 fer tines 


peared, that the Power which theſe Princes 


had once gotten, could not þe diflolved yy t 
without diſtracting all German; and perhaps rors, 


not {0 neither, without hazarding the Ruin' 
of him that ſhould attempt it, ir ſeemed 
better 50 the ſucceeding Kings, eſpecially 

E 4 alter 
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after they ſaw they could not obtain the 

Empire without it, to confirm their Pof- 

ſeſhon 3 ſo that from thenceforth they 

enjoyed their Territories as Fees, acknow- 

ledged to depend on the Emperor , and 

ſwore Allegiance to him and the Empire, 

From hence it is, that by what means (o- 

ever the Princes got their Eſtates , they 

now hold them as Fees of the Empire: 

Yet thename of Yaſſal has not deprived theſe 

Princes of any conſiderable part of their Power 

and Grandeur ; for, if I grant a man any part 

of my Eſtate, to be holden of me as a 

Fee, though I put him thereby into a full 

poſſeſſion, yet I make him my SubjeR, 

and 1, as the Lord of the Fee, may pre- 

{cribe what Laws or Conditions I pleaſe 

to the poſſeſſion of what I thus grant: 

But then, he who conſentech ro acknow- 

ledge what he already hath, to be a Fee 

holden of the Party thus conſented to, is 

{uppoſed only to own the Lord of the Fee 

gs a {uperiour Confederate in an unequal 

. League, and fo to reſpect his Majeſty and 

«aye gr reverence his Dignity. The Line of Charles 
g of th: Line Ee ; 

- of Charles the the Great failing, Germany became per fet- 

Great, Germa- Iy. free, and many of the Nobility, before 

ny was prJect- that time, had acquired to themſelves great 

(0 FM Domimons ; when therefore it was thought 

fit to give the Rega! Title to ſome one 

Perſon choſen out of the Nobility , that 

Germany might not return into her ancient 

weak, cefenceleſs ſtate, by being broken 

into {mail Governments : It is not to be 

thought, that the Princes were willing " 

Call 
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# caſt away their Dominions, or to ſabmit 
them to the Abſolute Dominion of ano- 
Z ther ; but rather 'to ſeek a ſtrong Prote&or 
- or Defender of: their Kights. Thus the 
State of theſe Princes being once introdu- 
ced and confirmed, it was fit that choſe 
who were afterwards exalted to that Dig- 
nity by the Emperors, in the ſtead of any 
Families that happened to be extinguithed, 
* ſhould alſo bs advanced to the ſame ſtate 
of Freedom and Power with the ancient 
* Princes. And in the mean time, thoſe char 
= - are well verſed in Civil Prudence, or Po- 
% liticks, will eaſily acknowledge, that: this 
Fendal Obligation of rhe Princes to the 
Emperor, only made them unequal Allies or 
Confederates, and not Subjects, properly fo 
called ; for it is inconſiſtent with the Per- : 
ſon or Notion of a Subje&t to exerciſe a Th! Princes of 
Power of Life and Death over all thoſe Form fry 
that are in his Dominions, or to appoint 41;es to the 
Magiſtrates as he thinks fir,to make Leagues, Emperor. 
and levy Moneys to his own uſe, without 
being accountable for the ſame to the Royal 
Treaſury, or giving to it any more than 
he himſelf ſhall think fir. But then, to 
force an Ally by the reſt of the Confede- 
rates, who offends againſt the Rules of the 
League, is very uſual in all ſach caſes, and 
there are many Examples of it both in an- 
cient and modern Story. But to acknow- 
ledge the Emperor to be the ſoleJudge of the 
Caſes for which a Prince may deſerve to be 
deprived of his Dominions, as it would pull 
pp the Foundations of the Power of Ger- 
man 
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may Princes, ſo thoſe who have alwaiss | 
oppoſed the Emperors that have attempted * 
At any time to do it, have thought it a 
laviſh and baſe Reſpe&t or Reverence tg 
him, to betray their Rights ſo far, as to 
ſuffer = to - nA PETE 
5, From thenceforward, as 1t has ever 
png happened in all Empires where the Power 
obrjed,the wea- of the Subject has been formidable to the 
kn artdeſpiſid. Sgyeraign, ſo more ſignally has it happe- 
ned in Germany, viz. * That when they had 
© Emperors of great Wealth, or vey much 
*Reverence, on the Score of their eminent 
© Virtues, the Princes were moſt obſequiou- 
*{ly ſabje& to them ; but when they have 
* had weak or unactive Emperors, they 
* have had only a precarious Command 
*over them. And thoſe Emperors again 
who have endeavour'd to pluck up this fo 
deeply rooted Power of the Princes; and 
to reduce Germany into the condition of a 
true Monarchy or Kingdom, have ſometimes 
ulld Ruin down upon themſelves, and 
ave ever failed of their hopes, and gain- 
ed nothing by it, but the diſquieting them- 
ſelves and others. Nor have thoſe that 
endeavoured to do it by Craft made any 
progreſs, becauſe ſome or other have found 
out the Defign, and diſappointed it 3 and 
if any thing were gained from the Princes 
At any time one way, it was loſt another. 
Fu b,, IMS It is known to all men, what ill 
Snpevertfied Succeſſes, in the laſt Age, attended the 
ſome of the Actempts of Charles Y, and Ferdinand 1I, 
Princes, =YEt © Juxwy, Sloth, and Prodigalicy have 
js __ wot 


pi 


bs 
4 
þ 
L; 
h 
'«' 
\ 
A. 
S 
» 
? 
% 
+ 
4 : 
: oy 
Ft 
| 
rt 
: ; 
} 
- 
£0 
* ak! 
; £+ 
b T7 
Fi 
£41 
' f : 
'* 
q pd 
['W. 
* iff 
4 ' 
j i 
2 
Ms 
' 
FF: 
$3: £165 
W 34 
! 
Þt 
3: a6 
Rk OO9 
» 8 
M: 
F 
i 
ub. 
W 
y 
W | 
13.28 
F v 
F 
'PF. 
' 
! Tk 
> x: 
* >" 
p - if 
8 4 . 
- zh 
| 
4 . 
\ 1 
+ , 
= "©:R 
; TS 
A * 
: 1 
05 4 
' FF 
j 36 
S114 
on; , 
RW © 
3; 
11 
4 
FT; 
[ 
{1 
», 


, 

y ity 

{Þ/'P 
Ls 7 
% 


agk £ - —_ 
x7! Ie Re wow At as — _ 
= _— —_— : w-q Dr - D————— _ ——_—_— — _ a 
— — == —C— EF = = == ——— 
© SHER OR RG PET DD 1ST. Pan. I ; ys . = EE === = 
> tm === * A > —- ——— ===——=—=- —— 
= ICIS. 5 - ” = : — — — 2 = 
CEN I - _ = 
wo va, Rr, 8 ating. * NS" is Y 


as 
© Ol 1" SES” Futon 
< _ 


PR $-* dh.. . 
© 3 = « os 0 
—_ ”_ - On ; rp . > > - 
= as. = 2 =». £ v ce "4 = - OSD 


I 7 
= 


wo 


——o LOL aa. 
— ———_— err eetmey dog ore, - i cls 
wo . ECEBRNRXRSIICITA_CS GS IRR * 
P _ = by - od [4 Fm — - ”" 


ny _ 
I -————— 
—_— _ 
— 
p—_ 


R—— —— - _ 


-— 
S—_ : 
q Aha” ove b - "EY 
<<» ofa ins ad. or er een er et a. otter © ——_——_—— Eon 
ET — Sow —— - F-05 _— 
ID A p — ; F PS > LL p % 
SR % 3% "ha NES ESSE 3x = 
—_ mw. 5 
6 4 
A——_—_ he treat oo, 01106 eng re ge H. nhagy 84-4 


<9. m_ 


— —— 
oy 


— A» 
On. age 


—— -——_w—w-_ - a 


berg nt 

——_——J _ 

= — 2 — IIS, 
—— 


Ry 


The German Empire. 


x wonderfully weakened ſome of the Princes, 
2 becauſe chey took no care to augment or 
*F keep what they had. And ſeveral of the 
*X Families are alſo weakened by dividing 
*X their Patriniony and Dominions amongſt 


2 their Brethren and Kindred : And ſome, 
- without any fault of theirs, have been 
= ruined by the Calamities of the Civil 
= Wars. 
© 6. I muſt in the next place {peak ſome- The ele on of 
> thing ofthe Biſhops too. Now it is certain, the Biſhops. 
*= that 1a the firſt times of Chriſtianity the 
> Biſhops were elected and conſtituted by 
2 the Clergy and the Faithful People; af- 
= terwards, about the IV. Century, when 
> Princes embraced the Chriſtian Religion, a 
- Cuſtom was taken up by them of not ſuffe- 
_ = ring any perſon to be made a Bithop with- 
> out their Conſent, becauſe they very well 
*> underſtood, that it tended very much to 
* the preſervation of the publick Peace, to 
> have goqd and peaceable men in that emi- 
-” nent Office, The Kings of the Franks took 
-»* up the ſame Cuſtom, and would ſuffer none 
= to be made Biſhops in their Kingdom, 
7 but ſuch as they approved of, And the 
2 Emperors of Germany continued the ſame 
>= Right till the Reign of Hezry the Fourth : 
* Gregory the Seventh began a Quarrel againſt 
> this Prince on that Score, which was cat- 
> ried on by hjs Succeſlors, againſt the ſuc- 
ceeding Emperors till at length his Son 
Henry V, weary of the Brajls this Con- 
7 troverſje had occafiond , .jn the Diet: of 
23 fPams, jin the year 313%, FeROPAcns fs 
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ThtBiſhopricks 
of Germany 
endowed by 
the Emperors, 
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Imperial Priviledge of conſtituting and in. | 
veſting the Biſhops 3 but yet the Emperor 
had ſtill che Right of delivering ro the |? 
elected Biſhop the Regalia and Fees, by the 


delivery of a Croffer. Now it is not eafje 8 
to conceive what the Emperor loſt by the 


yielding this great point 3 for though his 
power before over the Secular Princes was 


not great, yer as long as the Church was ' 
ſabje& to him, he could eafily equal, or, | 
if need was, overrule their Forces. In the 
Agreement between the Pope and Heny 7 


the Fifth, the Election of the Biſhops was 
ſetled in the Clergy and People jointly, 
yet afterwards the Canons of the Cathedral * 
Churches began to claim the ſole power 
of chuling them, the Pope connivingat this 
their Uſurpation,It- being more for his In- 


tereſt to have this Aﬀair in a few hands, © ® 


than in many. At lengch things came to 7 
this : That che Confirmation of the new ele- 7 
Ged Biſhop was to be ſought from Rome, 7 
whereas this, as well as the Conſecration © 7 
before, belonged to the Metropolitan, But 7 
then, the Examples of Men, provided be- 
forehand with Biſhopricks, by.the power of 
the Pope, was very rare in Germany, and 
I ſuppoſe the reaſon was, becauſe the Chap- 
ters would ſcarce have ſubmitted patiently 
to a Biſhop, fo obtruded on them (though 3 
a Vi I practisd frequent)y in other Coun- 
ries. 7 
7. The Biſhops of Germany are indebted 
to the Liberality of the firſt Emperors, 
tor all thoſe Provinces and great day = 
ney 
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X they now enjoy 3 a fervent Piety and Zeal 
* in thoſe times ruling in the minds of Prin- 
2 ces, becauſe they thought the more' they 


# gave to the Church, the more they united 
Z themſelves ro God. Which Opinion: 1s 
= much abated in our times, becauſe many 
now (how truly I know not) have taken 
== up another, contrary. to It, viz That over 
= great Wealth, beſtowed on Church men, tends 
= rather to the extingniſhing than nouriſhing of Piety 
and Religion, The Church-men alſo of thoſe 
early times izem to have had the Grace 
of asking, witiout fear, whatever might ſeem 
convenient for the allaying the Hardſhips 
of their Profeſſion. Thus the Biſhops and 
Churches obtained of theſe good Princes 
not only Farms, Tithes, and Rents, but alſo 
whole Lora/hips, Counties, Dukedoms, with all 
the Regalia's or Royalties annexed to them, 
ſo that they became equal in all things to 
the Temporal Princes. But then, in truth, 
they obtained the Degree of Princes but 
in the times of the. Otho's, and thoſe that 
followed ; and they got not the Regalia all 
at once, but by little and little, fome at 
one time, and {ome at another : And from 
thence it comes, that ſome of the Biſhops 
have not yet got them all, and others have 
them under the reſtraint of certain Limita» 
tions. There were two other things con- 
tributed very much to the acquiring. all 
cheſe great Riches and Honours for the 
Church. 1. That many of the Nobility 
in thoſe times took Orders, and became 
Church-men 3 and,. 2. That all the little: 

Learning 
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hors, 


When they be- 
came wvtry rich, 
they would not 


be ſubje & to 
their Benefa- 
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Learning thoſe barbarous Ages had, was 
in the Clergy. This occaſion'd the calling 
the Biſhops to Court, to give their Ad- 
vice, and the employing them as Judges 
and Governours in the Provinces, becauſe 
cheſe things cannot be well perform'd 
without ſome Learning. And this was 
the true reaſon why the Office of Chan- 
cellor was at firſt annexed to the princi- 
pal Biſhops Sees. I do alſo believe, that 
the Riches of the Church were very much 
improved by many Princes and Noblemen, 
who reſigned their Eſtates, or a part of 
them, to the Biſhops, and took them again 
as Fees from them, that they might fo ob- 
lige them to take the more care in recom: 
mending them, and their Salvation, to God 
in their Prayers, and as their Families after- 
wards were extinguiſhed, their Eſtates were 
united ro the Biſhopricks. Wio knows 
not alſo what vaſt Additions have been 
{fince made by the Wills of Dying Men, 
when a Nation that is naturally airaiu of 


Heat and Thirſt, ſaw they mult buy off 


the Roaſting in Purgatory, by tizat means 
which they feared above all mea ? 
8, The Church-men might have been 


well contented with their Condition in -.. 


Germany, though they had neither abjured 
Ambition nor Avarice : But then, as they 


_ of all men are deſirous to have others un- 


der them, ſo they could leaſt endure to 
ſee others above them,and therefore thought 
this was ſtill wanting to perfed their Hap- 
pineſs in this World, . becauſe they way 
. | I 
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ſill forced to receive all they had from 
the Emperor, and conſequently were for- 
ced to live in a dependence on him. If 
the Reyerence I owe that moſt Sacred 
Order of Men, did not reſtrain me, I 
ſhould ſay, they were the worft of men, 
who, as the event fhews, abuſed the Im- 
prudent Liberality'of the Emperors, to the 
Roin of chat Majeſty and Power that had 
raiſedand enriched, dignified and ennobled 
them. Certainly, he is not worthy of Li- 
berty, who is not willing to own his Ma- 
numiſlor for his Patron and Maſter. That 
therefore this Tribe of Levites might whol- 
ly free themſelves from the Subjection of 
the Laicks, the German Biſhops ſtrenuouſly 
ſolicited the Pope to ſend abroad his YVats- 
can Thunders, and raiſed plenty of Com- 
motions in the Empire , to ſecond them, 
by both which. they at laſt gained their 
Point : For the Archbiſhop of 24entz led 
the way, and the reſt of the Flock follow- 
ed him faithfully, and would never ſuffer 
their-Prince to have any reſt, till he would 
permit them to depend on no body bur 
the Pope. This, as many think, brought 
2 ſignal Miſchief on the German State, viz. 
The having ſo many of its Members ac- 
knowledge a Foreign Head, unleſs we can 
think the Pope was ſo fondly in love with 
Germany, that he defired nothing more 
than its Preſervation, and that they at 
Rome knew better what was for the Good 
of Germany, than the very Germans them- 
ſelves did. + ? 


9. Ic 
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Of the Free Ct- 
Fits, 


mans of old 
had no Cities, 
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- 9. It remains now, that we ſay fome. 
thing of the Free Cities, Germany, till the 
V. Century after Chriſt, had nothing but 
Villages, without Walls, or diſperſed Hou- 
ls, in all rhat part of it which lies to the 
Eaſt and North of the Rbize : Even in the 
IX, Century, there is only mention made of 
2 City or two in that part which borders on 
the State of Yerice : But then there were 
many Cities built by the Romars , much 
more earlily in that part which lies on the 
Erench ſide of the Rhine, of which the Re 
mans were pofleſsd ; as allo between the 
Dannbe and the Alps, which belonged then 
to them, but was afterwards a part of Ger- 
wary, The reaſon why in thoſe ancient 
Times they had no Cities, was firſt, be- 
cauſe the old Germans had no kill in Ar- 
chitecture 3 which Ignorance ſtill appearsin 
many places of this Country ; and fecond- 
ly, The Fierceneſs of the Nation, which 
made them averſe to theſe kinds of Habi- 
rations, as a fort of Priſons and alſo, third- 
ly, Becauſe the Nobility placed their greateſt 
Pleaſure in Hunting, and therefore neither 
knew nor much valued the Conyeniencies 
of having Cities and great Towns. Their 
Dyer then was very mean, their Furniture 


and Clothes cheap, and they neither knew 


nor regarded the Superfluous Effects of 
Wealth-or Lyxury 3 but after their Minds 
were civilizd and ſoftned by Chriſtianity, 
they began, by degrees, to affect the elegant 
way of hving 3 the love of Riches, and a 
ſtudied Luxury followed, and was brought 

: .10 


The German Empire, 


3 in from abroad; both which are nouriſhed 


by great Cities : The Princes alſo having 
amals'd great Riches, took a Pride in buil- 
ding Cities, and. invited the Ruſfticks of 
Germany, and the Inhabitants of other Na- 
tions, to ſettle in them, by the Grant of 
large Priviledges, eſpecially after the Chri- 
ſtian Religion! had aboliſhed Yilenage or 
Slavery, and the Liberti or Freemen had no 
Lands to fubfiſt on, they flew by Flocks 
to the ' Cities, and betook themſelves to 
Manufactures and. Trading. The TIrru- 
ption of the Hungarians forced Henry the 
Falconer to build many Cities and ſtrong 
Holds in S4xo7, and he made every ninth 
man be drawn out of the Country to in- 
habit them : The Leagues afterwards be- 
tween the Cities, for their mutual Defence 
and Trade, gave them great Security, and 
by conſequence made them populous and 
rich. The principal of theſe Leagues is that 
made by the Cities on the Rh1ze, in the year 
1255, in Which ſome Princes deſired to be 


** included: The Hayſe League was chiefly 
& | made on the account of 4aritime Commerce, 
2X and grew to that height of Power, that they 


= became terrible to the Kings of Sweden, Eng- 
= 1and,and Denmark, But then, after the yeat 


"XX 1500, it became contemptible, becauſe the 
=Z lefler Cities, when they found the greater 
*Z got all the profit, fell generally off, and de- 
= ferted them. And che Nations upon the 
-X Ocean and Baltick, Sea, by their example, 
® began, about the ſame time alſo, to en- 


= courage Trade in their own Subje&s, _ 
= : p Clally 


*G 
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cially the ( Engliſh) Flanarians. and Fol. 
ders. Thus their 4onopely failing, their 
Strength fell with ir, | 
4: Citiesat 16, Though in the. beginning the Ciries 
ca were in a better condition than the | Vil. 
rerors of Jages, yer they were no leſs ſubject to the | 
am, King or Emperor than they, and theſe Prin. | 
ces took. care to have. Juſtice exerciſed in | 
| them by their Counts or depured ?udees, | 
as they call'd them. After this, by the | 
enormous and imprudent Liberality of the | 
Emperors, many of the Cities were gran- | 
ted to the B:/hops, others to the Dukes and Bl 
Counts, and the reſt remained (as before) # 
only ſubje& to the. Emperor. .. Inthe XII, 3 
Century they began to rake more liberty. | 
as they found they could relie upon their 
Riches, becauſe the Emperors, by reaſon of ! 
the Inteſtin Wars, were not able then to 
reduce. them to a due Obedience 3 ſome | 
Princes were but juſt advanced to the Im- ? 
perial Dignity, and ſo were forced alſo to 
puichaſe the Favour and Aſſiſtance of the X 
great Cities, by the Grants of new Privi- | 
' edges and Immunities, that they might | 
employ them as a Bulwark againſt their 8 
Retfreory Biſhops and Princes ; aſter this, 8 
by degrees they ſhaked off the Emperors 3 
Advocates, The ſucceeding Emperors ob: | 
ſerving alfo, that the Biſhops employed theit | 
Wealth againſt them, encouraged the Ci 
ties to oppoſe the Biſhops. The Dukes of 
 Schwaben failing, many ſmall Ctties in. the | 
Dukedom catched haftily at the opportunity 
of being made free; yet they did not ob- i 
tall} 


. 
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tain their Freedom all at once, bur one af- 
| ter another, as they Could 911, the Favour 
of the Emperor 5 an{ that is one Reaton 
that they have nor ail the ſame Priviledges, 
and ſome of them want a part of the Feod- 
| lia to this day. Some of them bought theſe 

Priviledges of their .Dakes or Bithops, and 
| Others hook thein off by force, and theri 
 entred into Treaties for the purging thar 
[aiquiry 3 for when thele Princes were poor 
or low, their laſt Remedy-was, to (ell the 
richeſt of their Subjects their Liberty 3 
and others, when they ſaw they could no 
longer keep them in labjedion, took what 
they could get from them, and were unit: 
lingly contented with it. 


CAAD. 


The Emperor 
the Head of 
Germany, 


The Empire of 


the Romans 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of the Head of the German Emire, 


the Emperor ; and of the Eleftion und 
_ the Eledors. | | | 


'S Y be - Germany conſiſteth of ſo many Þ 
= Members, many of which are great © 
and perfect States, yet it has ' at all times 
(excepting the 1terregnums which have hap- 8 
pened) ſince Charles the Great, been united 


to one Head ( which the Ancients only 


call'd their King, the later Ages by the 
more ambitious Titles of the Rowan Empe- *% 
ror, and Car) and upon the ſole account 
of this Head, it has feem'd, ro che moſt of 
men, to be one fingle ſimple State: And * 
my next buſineſs is, to fſhew how this 
Head is conſtituted or appointed ; but then 
it will be worth my while, by way of In- 
troduction, to repreſent this Afﬀair fromits * 
Riſe, that it may the more clearly appear 7 
how much the preſent differeth from the an- 7 
cient Election, and what is the true Origi- Z 
nal of the Eleforal Princes, As to Charles E 
the Great, and his Poſterity, the Roman 
Empire and the Kingdom of France are to 
be ſeverally and diſtin&ly conſidered : The # 
pretendedly gi- firſt of theſe was collated upon Charles, by 
 4enhytiePope. the Pope and the People of Rowe, as the 3 
Ss pri: 
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principal Members of that Empire, or ra- 
ther, as upon one who plainly deſigned to 
make himſelf Emperor, and that as appea- 
 xech, in an Hereditary way : So that the 
| Crowning his Succeffors had not the force 
| of a new and free Ele&ion, but of a fo- 
lem Inaguration : For we read, that Charles - 
the Great made Lew his Son, and Lewis 
made alſo Litharizs his Son their Conforts 
| in the Empire, and yet there is no men- 
| tion made of their asking the Conſent of 
the Pope, or of the People of Rome, on ei- 
& ther of thele occaſions. But then, as to 
Z the ancient Kingdom of France, we cannot 
= afhirm, thar it was either meerly elective, 
= or meerly hereditary,.. but a mixture of 
both.: For we read frequentiy , that the 7h Kingdom 
& Kings of France were conſtituted by the 9 France 
# Conſent and Approbation of the Nobility ive<—angg 
Z and whole People of France, but in ſuch 2 hs 
& manner yer, that they never choſe out of 
# the Line of the dead King, but for very 
= great reaſons ; which kind of Election is 
= (as we know) ſtill obſerved in Poland; yet 
= he that ſhall curioufly obſerve it, ſhall find, 
= France had more of a Succeſſive than of 
= an Eletive Kingdoms $ that it ſeems to 
= have been collated on the firſt of the Race, 
== with a Condition, that he ſhould tranſmit it to 
= -is Poſterity, unleſs they appeared to the Prople 
= very unworthy of it. So that the Children 
= of the Deceated King did not- ſo much 
= g2in a new Right to the Kingdom by this 
= Approbation of che Nobility and People, 
= 44 Declaration, that they were not un- 
| | F 3 capable 
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capable of .ſucceeding, by the Right that 
was at firſt collated on them: Afterwards 
the Line of Charles the Great . being depo- 
ſed or rejected, and denied the Throne of 
France, the Kingcom of Germany, Or, 25 
they then called it, the Eaſt Kingdom of 
Germany gi- France, was, by the moſt free Conſent of 
in jreely to the Nobility, given to Ortho the Saxon, who 
Otho,and after + | . 
” Coxrad,) Exculing himielf on the account of his 
ER Age, by his Advice Conrad Duke of Fran- 
conia was by them choſen King of Ger- 
many, who was, as ſome think, of the Line 
of Charles the Great. By his Counlel allo 
afterwards Henry the Falconer, Son of Othy 
Duke of Saxory, was by a free Eledtion 
| advanced to that Kingdom, who being con- 
rented with Germany, would not accept the 
Title of Emperor, though the Pope offered 8 
' It to him; but Orhe the Great his Son, i 
The 4466- having ſubdued 7ra4y, ſo nnited Rewe, and | 
© Kiredan of $18 Lands of the Church to Germoy, that 
Germany for $rOMm thenceforwar he that had the King- i 
wer, com of Germany without any new Election, 
| ſhould be Emperor of Rome, the Crown * 
ing by the Pope being nothing but a 50- Þ 
lemnity, though before this Ceremony the 3 
Kings of Germany had not uſually uſed the 
Title of. Emperers, The ſame form of A 
Succeſſion hereupon was uſed in Germay, Þ 
which had been obſerved in the old King: 
dom of Frazce, viz. That the Conſent of 
the Nobility and People did not eafily a 
part from the Order of a Lineal Succellr 
on in the Royal Family : And this cont 
nued to Herry IV. who being young, aud Þ 
51a ZOO» _ per 
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perhaps not Governing well, the Nobility 
thereupon, by the procurement of the Pope, 
roſe up againſt him, and depoſed him from 
the Kingdom, and, for the time to come, 
made a Law, That though the Son of the laft 
King were worthy to ſucceed him, yet he ſhould 
attain the Throne by a Free Eleftion, and not 
by a Lineal Szccefſion 3, as the words of that 
Conltitucion run. | | 
2. That old Approbation and Election 77s anciere 
was made by all the People, though it is Fledions not 
not to be doubred but the Authority of #4,” a» 
the Nobility and Princes, or of the Biſhops pry or trap 
and Peers, was much valued : But now, ſzly. 
for {ome Ages paſt, Seven chuſfe the Em- 
peror in excluſion of all others ; and ſince 
the Treaty of Ofnabarg, Eight of-the prin- 
Cipal Princes are to do it, who from thence 
are called, The ELECTORAL PRI N- 
CES: Of theſe, Three are ſtiled Eccleſraſti- 
cal Eleftors, vis, The Archbiſhops of Mens, ' 
Trier, and Cologne 5 and Five are Temporal 
or Secular Elefors, the King of Bohemia, 
the Dukes of Bavaria and SAX079, the Mar- 
queſs of Braadenbarg, and the Count Pala- 
tine of the Rhine, It is not very clear 
how thefe Princes came by this Right for 
two Ages, viz, from the year 1250, tothe 
year 1509, it was a received Opinion, That 
Otho TI. and Pope Gregory V. inſtituted the 7h 7 Elzfors 
Seven Electors, bur with this Difference, 775724 
"i" y Ocho 7, 
that ſome Authors aſcribe the principal 
ſhare in the A& to the Emperor, and others 
to the Pope, as each man was affected to 
them. Our Countryman Onuphrins Panvi- 
| | F 4 mins 
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»ius Was the firſt man that oppoſed this 
Opinion in 4 Book, De Comitits 4mperatoriis 
of the Imperial Diets, which 1s {ince approved 
by all the wiſeſt of the German Nation. 
His beſt Argument againſt it, is, Becauſe 
this Ortonian or Gregorian Conſtitution was 
never yet produced by any man , and no 
man has mentioned it from the times of 
Frederick, IT. to thoſe of Ortho III, which 
contains 240 years ; for the firſt that men- 
tions the Ele&tors was one Martin a Polo- 
»ias, who lived under this Frederick , and 
therefore his Teſtimony was juſtly liable to 
exception, ſeeing it was not {upported by 
any better in an Aﬀair which happened (0 
long before his own times : And yet, after 
all, he doth not mention any ſuch Con- 
{titution 3 nor doth he ſay , the Electors 
began 1n the time of thar Ocho, but that, 
after his times, the Officers of the Empire be- 
gan to eleft ; Which is capable of a double 
ſence, either becauſe they were then poſ- 
{e(s d of very large Dominions, who before 
had the principal Offices in the Court: 
or becauſe thoſe Offices were then firſt 
collated for ever on Princes that had very 
great Dominions, who, though perhaps 
they had a Signal Authoriry, as the moſt 
eminent men above all others z yer that the 
EleQion belonged ro other Princts beſides 
 thele Seven, can be denied by no man 
who is not yery ignorant of the Germas 
Antiquities. Others have aſcribed the ap- 
Dointing the Seven Eletors to Freaerick Il, 
but then there is no Record of any Law | 
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to that purpoſe any where to be found 3 nor 
is it probable, that the reſt of the. Prin- 
ces ſo early. and fo eafily parted with their 
Right of Electing. 
| 3. The 'current Opinion of the moſt Bu jerehey 
= Skilful in the German Aﬀairs, is, That before _ aneVAnter 
WM the times of Frederick, II, thoſe Seven 79 tree 
Princes, as the great Officers of the Em-'  * 
pire, and perſons. that had great Eſtates, 
| began by degrees to overtop the reſt, and 
to have the greateſt Authority in che Ele- 
| Etions of che Emperors ; bur after the times 
of this Frederick, the German Aﬀairs being 
| wonderfully diſordered, whilſt the reſt took 
little or no care of the Publick, theſe Se- 
ven aſſumed it wholly ro therhſelves. This, 
| after it was confirm'd into a Cuſtom- by 
| {ome repeated Acts, was at laſt paſſed into 
a Law by the ſolemn and publick San&ti- 
= on of the Golden Bull, in which the 
= whole form of the Election, and all the 
Power of the Electors, is contained; 'and 
from thenceforward thofte Princes added to 
their former Titles that of Elefors , and 
| were ever after eſteemed as perſons ſet in 
| an per Station and Dignity than the 
JEIT, | | 
5. | Thus, though at the firſt theſe Prin- 9ft%! Prizs- 
| ces ſeem to have aſſumed the power of —_— " 
eleting the Emperor, as they were the 
reat Officers of the Empire z yet afterwards, 
y the Law calld the Golden Bal, thoſe 
very Offices, as well as the Ele&toral Dig- 
#ity, are annexed to certain Dominions 310 
that whoever is legally poſſeſſed of them, 
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is thereby made one of the Electors ; the 
Eccleſiaſtical Eleors in the mean time are 
made by Election or Collation, as the other 
Biſhops of Germany arez where it 15 to be 


obſerved, that though theſe Biſhops , to 


enable them to perform the other Fun&t 


_ ons belonging to their Office, ſtand in need 


of the Pope's Confirmation, and the Pall, 
which they muſt not expect gratis ; - yet 
they are admitted without them to the 
Ele&ion of the Emperor , becauſe theſe 
Secular Dignities paſs without the Chara- 
Ger: But then, when the See 1s vacant, 
the Chapter has no Right to meddle with 
the Election : In the Secular or Temporal 
Electors the Succeſſion paſſeth in a lineal 
Paternal Deſcent, ſo that neither the Ele- 
oral Dignity, nor the Lands united to it, 
admit of any Diviſion : But if a new 
Elector 15 to be made, or for ſome Ot- 
fence any one is to be deprived of that 
Dignity, it is, without doubr, agreeable to 
the other Laws and Cuſtoms of the Em- 
pire; for the Emperor not to diſpoſe of 
the ſaid Dignity, without the Conſent of the 
other States, or, at leaſt, not without chat 
of the Electors 3 though it is not to be 
denied, the laſt Age ſaw an Example to 
the contrary, againſt which however one 
er two of the Electors proteſted, the Em- 
ou deſpifing their words, becauſe he ſaw 
us Arms proſper ; yet this Prince had wit 
enough to beſtow the Dignity on one of the 
{ame Line and Family, which tended very 
much to the abatipg the Envy of the row 
| an 
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The German Empire. 
and divided'.two- moſt potent Families, by 
raiſing an endleſs Emulation between them, 
and made that Party that was obliged by 
the Grant, obnoxious to the Imperial Fa- 
mily, for the preſervation of it. If any of 
the Electors happen to be a Minor , their 
Guardians ſupply their place, and the Mi- 
- nority ceaſech when the Prince is Eighteen 
years of age. 
6. The manner of the Election 1s thus : s 
The El#or of Mentz, within one Month the Ele 
after he knows of the Death of the Em- | 
peror, ſignifies it to his Colleagues, and calls 
them to the Election that is to be made, 
who meet in perſon, or by their Proxies : 
When they enter Frankford, each of them 
is allowed Two hundred Horſemen, and 
no. more 3 bur this thing ar this day is not 
nicely obſerved. Whilſt the Election is 
making, all Strangers are commanded to 
depart. They begin the Election in the 
Chancel of the Church of St. Bartholomew, 
with the Ceremony of the Mas, then they 
come to the Altar, and each of them ſwea- 
reth, that he will chuſe a fit perſon to be 
Emperor. The Biſhop of entz, as Dean 
of the College, gathereth their Yetes, and 
firſt he asketh the Biſhop of Trier, then the 
Biſhop of Cologne, and fo all the reſt in cheir 
order, and gives his own in the laſt place. 
The majority of Votes is as good as the 
whole ; but then, whereas there is now 
eight, it was never yet certainly agreed 
what ſhould be done, in caſe the - Votes 
ihould happen to be equally divided. Non L 
| t G 


The Eleftors 
have depoſed 
an Emperar, 
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of the EleRors-is excluded from the Right 
of nominating himſelf, When the Eledi- 
on is made, it is recorded in Writing, and PF 
confirmed: with the Seals of the EleCtors , 
then they all together go to the Aitar, - 
2nd the Eleor of Merz afſembies the 
People, and declareth to them the Name 
of the new elefted Emperor, out of the 
Writing : After this, the Empire 1s com- 


' mitted to him upon certain Conditions, but 


fo, that he is forthwith bound to confirm 
to all and every one of the Electors, all 
their Rights and Priviledges. By the Go: 
den Bull, Aix la Chappelle 1s appointed for 
the City where he is to be Crowned, 
though for the moſt part, ever fince, the 
Coronation: is perform'd in the ſame place 
where the Election is made, and becaule 
that City is in the Dioceſs of Cologre, that 
Ceremony has been commonly performed 
by the Elector of Cologne z. yer the Biſhop 
of Mentz, alwaies puts in: his Claim for it, 
and, if I be not deceived,” of late this 
Controverſie is thus determin'd ; That they 
{hall do- ic by Turns, whereever the Empe- 
ror 15 Crowned. The reſt of the Cere- 
monies may. be eaſily found in German 
Writers. : 

7. Perhaps. it would be: too hard, and 
too inyidious, to make a Publick and For- 
mal Law, to-declare, That the Ele#ors have 
a full Right and Power to depoſe the Em- 
peror, if- he deſerves it, as. well as to elect 
bim:Yerit 1scentain,they exerciſed this Power 
upon zzceſtaua, Sgiſmond, the Son of Cher 

(1% 
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the Fourth being elected iti''his' ſtead, in 


* 
22, 
: 
IF , "ut 
LY 1 
4 


the year 1411. This Prmce, that he might 


gain the Empire, made the Golden Bull;;and 
rewarded the | Ele&ors with great Gifts, 
Which is very much reſented by thoſe who 
ate not well affe&dd'to the Electors: Henry 
the Fourth wa$'depoſed by the” other- Prin- 
&5 joined with the Electors: And in truth 
the Biſhops of Mens have pretty plainly 
and fearleſly ſang this Tune, and claimed 


the Right of depoſing the Emperors, to 


one 'or two of them, who were engaged 
m Deſigns that were not acceptable 'to theſe 
Prelates. _ EY | 
ly-Rights, beyond what belongs to any of 
the other Princes ; for they are not only 
che greateſt Officers of the Empire, but they 
have Right alſo, m ſome Cafes, to exclude 
all" the reſt of the States and” Princes, and 
to conſult amongſt themſelves about things 
of-the greateſt tmportance. The Archbi- 
{hop of entz'is Lord Chancellor of Ger- 
may. The. Archbiſhop of Trier of France, 
and of the Kingdom of Arles * ( by which 
Names the moſt skilfal do' not'underſtand; 
211 that Country that is now-calfd France, 
but only ſo much of it as inthe XL Cen- 
tury belonged ro' the Kingdom 'of Burgun- 
x4 and was then united to Gezman.) And 
the Archbiſhop 


theſe has an effeual Power, and the other 
two have nothing but meer empty Titles: 
The King of Bohemia is Lord ag 


gl jp of Cologne is Chancellor of 
Raly: But then, at. this day, 'the firſt of 


= ' : ; = | w- | ; The Eitfors 
8. The Electors have ſome other Prince- |" ſane ather 
ſpectal, Prizg- 


ledges. 
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and in the: higheſt Ceremonies and Solem- 
nities, gives: the Emperor the firſt Cup . of 
Wine. _The. Duke of Bavaria is now | 
Lord Bigh Sewer, and \carrieth the Pome 
or Globe before the Emperor in the Solemn 
Proceflions. - The Duke of Saxay is Lord 
Þigh Parſhal, and carrigth the naked Sword 
before - ther. Emperor. . The. Marqueſs of 
Brandenburg 1s Lord Yigh Chambertain, 
and gives the Emperor Water to walh, 
and in the Solemn Proceſhon car11eth- the 
Scepter.. The Count Palatine of the Rhine is 
Lord High Treaſurer, and in, the Proceſhi- 
on to the Palace, ar the Coronation, {cat- 
tereth the Gold and Silver Medals amongſt 
the People. Each of the Secular Electors 
has his certain known Deputy for the 
performance of his Fun&tion Limburg bea- 
reth the Cup for the King of Bohemia; 
Walburg 1s Sewer for Bavaria, Papenheim 
carrieth the . Sword for Saxony 3 the Counts. 
of Hoenzalleren 15 Deputy. for Brandenburg ; 
and Sintzendorf for the Count Palatine of the 
Rhine, There are alſo other Priviledges 
Delongag to the Electors, which are ex- 
preſsd in. the. Golden Bull, as peculiar to 
them, but are. at this day poſleſs'd by other 
Princes too, two only excepted, viz. 1. That, 
there lies no Appeal from, their Judgment; 
and, 2, That. jn the regranting their Depen;, 
dent Fees, they are- aboye. controul; and 
as to the taking -up their. own, they do. it 
without. any Charge : And-perhaps there 
may be ſome others. +. 


he 9. When 
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9. When there 15 an Interreguum, Or what is done 
want of an Emperor, the Count Palatine dwiag the In- 
of the Rhine, and the Duke of Saxony, ſ{up- terregnum. 


ply that: Defe&, and Govern as Viceroys ; 
the firſt, all che Countries on the, Kbine 
and Schwaben, and whereever the Francouian 
Laws and Cuſtoms take place : The ſecond 
takes Care of ali the Countries which are 
under Saxen Laws 3 but then: neither of 
them are allowed to diſpoſe of the Fees of 
the Empire , which ſhall become - vacant 
by the. Death of any Prince, which are 
given by the delivery of a Banner. Nor 
can they alienate or- mortgage any of - the 
Demeans of the Empire 3 ail the reſt of 
their Acts are for the moſt part confirm- 
ed x the new ele&ed Emperor. In the 
laſt Vacancy, upon the Death of - Ferd;- 
»and II. the Duke of Bavaria Ciſputed che 
Count Palatine's Vicerogalty to gain his 
Point, the Duke of Bavaria uſed great Po- 
licy, that he might nor be diſappointed in 
his deſign : He laid Poſt-Horſes and Cur- 
riers on the Road, who gave him an ac+ 
count of the Death of the Emperor very 
early, and upon that he preſently ſent Ler- 
ters to acquaint the Princes , and States 
with it, and that he had taken upon him 
the. Care of the Empire-in the Franconian 
Circles 3 whereupon many. of the Princes 
and States: being ſurprized, by this ſubtile 
Management, congratulated his Honour be- 
fore the Death of Ferdinand was known to. 
the Count Palatine , whoſe Right it WAS." 
But however, that Count did not Patient: 
y 
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1y ſuffer his Right to be thus ſliely ftoln 
from him, but declared for the future he 
claimed this his Ficarias Power, and entered 
2 Complaint againſt the Duke of Bavaria, 
for thus uſurping his Right : And it is very 
certain, the far greateſt part of the- Prin- 
ces repented they had conſented to this 
Attempt of the Bavarian, but could nor 
then recall their Letters ro him :*Bur then, 
a8 is uſual in ſuch Encroachments, no man 
was willing to join with the Oppreſled, 
and make his Quantel his own, afterwards 
they printed Books one againſt the other, 
Now, though no man could wonder that 
the Duke of Bavaria ſhould venture upon 
this Practice, who in the more flouriſhing 
ſtate of the Count Palatin'ss Aﬀairs, had 
pretended to the Fl-forate, and now having 
Bot part of the Palatin's Country, hid en- 
ctealed his own Power, and was otherwiſe 
well aſſured of the Concurrence and Fa- 
vour of the Houſe of Anftria, both on the 
account of Kindred and Religion ; yet the 
far greateſt part of the indifferent Specta- 
tors thought the Count Palatine had ſufh- 
ciently ſhewn his Right, and-demonſated 
that this Yicarian Viceroyalty was no part 
of the Great Lord High Sewer's Offices, but 
was perpetually annexed ro the Palativate 
of the Rhine, as the Duke of Saxon has 
the other half of that Power in the reſt 
of Germany, not as Elefor, but as Palatine 
of Saxoy: Bur then, as there were many 
that" openly fayoured the Bavarian, {o the 
reſt were not - willing openly -to Hour 
| the 
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the oppoſite (ide, and that Prince would 
not confeſs he had done wrong, and fo 
rd Controverſſe remairis' undetermin'd 
ſtill. 

| 10. Sometimes there is joined to the 
Emperor Extra Orainem, a King of the Rs- 
mans; in pretence as his General Vicar or 
Deputy, who in his Abſence or Sicknels 
is to Govern. the State, and upon his 
Death, to ſacceed without any new Ele- 
ion: But then, though the Good of the 
State has ever been pretended, as is uſual 
in ſach Caſes; yer the real Cauſe has eyer 
ot, at teaft, moſt uſuatly been, That the 

might with the greater eaſe, it their own 
lifetimes, preferr their Sons, Brothers, or 
near Kinſmen, to the Empire, by the In- 
fluence or Recommendation of a Regnant 
Emperor ; foreſeeing, that one that was 
choſen in a Vacancy of Interregyum, would 
have harder terms impoſed on him by the 
Electors. foſeph King of Hungary, the eldeſt 
Son of Leopald the preſent Emperor of 
Germany, Who was born the 25th, of 7a, 
£678. was Choſen King of the Romans the 
:4th. of 7anuary, 168. and Crowned the 
26th. at A#:burg, This Emperor has ano- 
ther Son of his own Name, who was born 
the 12th, of fue, 1682. who ought to have 


Ofthe King of 
the Romans, 


been taken notice of in the end of the former 


Chapter, where the Males of the Houſe of 
Auſtria are (et down, but it Gs 1g my Me- 
'Aory till that Sheet was wrought off, 
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Power of the Emperor, as it now 

| imited by Treaties; and the Lam 

and Cuſtoms of the Empire; and the 
Rights of the States of Germany. 


of the Limits \, [| Have already ſhewn by what degrees 


ſet to the Im» 


perial Power, jj 


and upon what occaſions the Nobj- 
ty of G ermany mounted themſelves to that 
exceſſive height of Power and Wealth, as 
is Wholly inconſiſtent with - the-Law's of a | 
regular Monarchy. Nor 1s it worth our | 
wonder, that when the Election of the Em- | 
peror in aftertimes was devolved upon # 
chem, they ſet their Hearts upon the pre- |? 
ſerving what they had gotten. By. this 1? 
Change in the State of Aﬀairs the Kings |? 
( of German) loſt the Power of Diſpoling 3 
or Governing as they thought fit, the Con- | 
cerns of that Nation, and were neceflita- | 
red to conſult the- Princes - in: things of 
great moment, and tranſact more of theit 2 
buſineſs with the States by their Authority, 
than by their Soveraign Power; and there 
is no queſtion to-be made, but the Princes 
inſerted a Clauſe to this purpoſe very early |? 


into the Coronation Oath of German, 


(which is uſually adminiſtred to all Chriſtian 
Princes, in a very ſolemn manner, upon ms C 
C0 
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Acceſſion to any Crown) viz, That the King 
ſhould Promiſe and Swear to Defend all. the 
Rights of all and ſingular the Inhabitants. of 
Germany, aud obſerve and keep all the lauda- 
ble Cuſtomss in that Kingaow received and aſed. 
Buc whether in proceſs of time any parti- 
cular Laws were added to the old, and 
comprehended in Writing, is not {o ma- 
nifeſt; becauſe before the times of Charles 
the Fifch, we have no Copies of any ſach 
Capitalations or Agreements; and thoſe 
that are pretended to be more ancient, are 
of no great certainty. And whereas it is 
ſaid in the: Golden Bull, The Emperor ſhall 
preſently confirm all the Rights, Privileages, and 
Immunities 'of the E\eftoral Princes, by his 
Patext under 'Seal, This ſeems to belongs 
only to them, aad therefore is a very Fifa 
ferent thing from the Agreement by which 
the Emperor is now obliged to engage for 
the [Liberty or Freedom of'the whole Em- 
pire. Now, the Reaſons why the Electors 
deſired ro have Charles the Fifch bound to 
them, in ſo many expreſs and tedious Ar- 
ticles and Covenants, was, That they con- 
fidering the great Power of that Prince, 
his Youth, High Spirit, ( teſtified by his 
Motto Plus ultra) and his other Advanta- 
ges, feared leſt he ſhould imploy his Pa- 
trimonial Eſtates ro ſubdue the German Na- 
tion,. and took this way, to make him con- 
fider, That he muſt Govern Germany after 
another manner than he aid his other Dominions, 
And this-Quſitom being once taken up, has 
20a” 1 G 2 been 
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been ever ſince continued , though there are 
not the ſame Reaſons there were ar fir 
for 1t. Ls | 
TirſeConditi- 2+ Theſe Conditions: have | been preferi- 
ns preſcribed bed to the Emperors by the Eleors, 
my ” te E!?- without conſulting the other States of Ger- 
ah may, though they have ſometimes com- 
plained of it, and in the laſt Treaty of 
Munſter it was moved, That i» ithe next Diet 
there might be care taken to araw up a ſtanding 
form of Articles, which ſhould be perpetual, 
And I heard; when I was at Ratisbore, that 
it was then under ſerious Debate, and that 
much Paper had been ſpent in that Ser- 
vice; but the Wiſer part thought the Ele- 
ors had no reaſon to fear the event of this 
Conlultation, becauſe it was the Emperors 
' Intereſt, as well as theirs, that the Ele; 
ſhould till be in a better condition than | 
the other Princes; for they being few in þ 
number, might more eaſily be brought to f? 
a compliance with him, than the other [5 
States, which were more numerous, and [i 
therefore it was reaſonable on the other [2 
_ .fideythat he ſhould rather indulge them of the [Z 
two. And thoſe Princes of the Empire [3 
who were deſcended of the Electoral Fa * 
milies were very inclinable to it too, and 
the Demands of the reſt might be deluded, 7 
without much difficulty. Nor doth it agree ® 
with the Manners of Germay, to deprive 
any man of what he has by Force and | 
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25ked was not unreaſonable, viz. That they 
might be equally ſecured in the Capitular 
with the Ele&ors 3 yet that it was not 
poſſible to pen an Inſtramenc in fuch man- 
ner, but that upon the change of times and 
things, it would be neceſſary to change and 
corre& it. That in the former Agreements 
there were many things changed, added, 
and altered, as the neceflity of the times 
required, and as they found the Chinks and 
ſtarting Holes their Emperors had endea- 
youred to eſcape ont at. That the Ele- 
&ors would willingly, at the requeſt of the 
Diet, inſert whatever was neceſlary for the 
preſervation of the Liberty of Germany 3 
but then it was abſurd, to think the Elie- 
&ors would not preferr their own proper 
Intereſt co that of all other men : Nor 
could they diveſt themſelves of the com- 
mon Inclinations of Mankind. Some others 
ſuſpect there was another reaſon at this 
time, which brought the bulineſs of the 
Capitulars upon the Stage, The Emperor, 
who hated the thonghtsof a Diet, was then 
neceſſitated to call one, by a Twrkiſh War, 
which then threatned Is Dominions 3 and 
this Aﬀair was. then (ſer on foot, to the end 
he might by this means obtain plentiful 
Contributions from the States of Germany ; 
but then they offered Souldiers inſtead of 
Money 3 and this not anſwering the De- 
{1gns of the Emperor's Miniſters, they chere- 
upon clapt up a Peace with the Turks much 
ſooner than they otherwiſe intended, and 
then were dogbiful what * Rece/5 they fhoufd 
(3 3 draw 


I 


* The Germans 
call the Law 
which they form 
4p on the De- 
bates of the 
Diet, in the end 
of it, the Re» 
6cls, 


the German 
Capitulare 


draw up for the Diet : for the. buſineſs of 
giving Succours againſt the Turks, which 
has often been the greateſt part of their for- 
mer Receſſes or Edits, was now wholly at 
an end ; yet, after all, ſome curious and 
inquiſitive men muſt needs know to what 
purpoſe ſo many men were called roge- 
ther from all parts of Germany, and fate 
{0 many years 3 what good came of all the 
Sack they drank in the Forenoon, and the 
Rheniſh and Burgundy Wine they drank after 
Dinner. To anſwer this, they put them 
upon an inextricable buſineſs, that they 
might at their return be able, if need 
were, to {wear they had not been wholly 
idle ; and that repeating all their vain uſe- 
leſs Brangles about the Capitular, and re- 
ferring 1t over to the next Diet, as a thing 


- or parting Edict, ſuch as it was. 
The uſeſaineſs of 3. Whatever was the true cauſe of that 
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which could not now be determin'd, they 
might make this Story ſerve for a Receſ', 


Devare, it cannot be denied, but that the 
introducing-the Cuſtom of Comprehenaing 
the Laws the Emperor was to govern them 
by, in expreſs Articles in Writing, wes 4 
thing of great good uſe : for this tended 
altogether to the Reputation and Honour 
of the States, that ſeeing they would not | 
be governed in the fame manner as the 
Subjects of other Monarchs are, their Li- B 
verties which they enjoyed might not (eem |? 
meer Contumacy or Ulſurpation , but tix 
eftects of a Contra made with their Prince Ri 
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When they choſe him to be their Gas fy 
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They conſulted hereby alſo the Safety of 
their Liberties, the Emperor being limiced 
in ſuch Bounds, as he ought not in any 
caſe to paſs over, and being deprived of ' 
all reaſonable cauſe of Complaint, that he 
was not as Abſolute as the reſt of his 
Neighbour-Monarchs. whoſe Subjets pro- 
fels themſelves, on all occaſions, to be their 
moſt Dutiful and Obedient Subjects. The 
Germans on the other ſide, in the introduction 
of their Capitzlar, ſay, Upon theſe terms the 
Emperor. has undertaken the Government of. the 
Empire, and has yielded, by way of Compact, 
the ſaid terms to the Electors, in the behalf | 
of themſelves and the other States of Germany, 
Now, if he had diſliked theſe Conditions, 
he ought to have refuſed that Dignity, or 
to have ſhewn che Electors beforehand, 
that there was ſomething of Injuſtice or 
Abſurdity in them, and they, withouc 
doubt, would in that cafe have corrected 
them. But then, when the Emperor has 
accepted a Limited Power, ir 1s utterly 
unreaſonable he ſhould endeavour to exer- 
ciſe a full and Repal Authority over them 
or, at leaſt, it will appear much the more 
reaſonable for them to oppoſe him in it; 
for there are none of the more underſtan- 
ding Germays, who do not believe the 
Regal Power may be included in certain 
Limits. And I ſuppoſe, the more under- 
ſtanding Politicians will not deny , that 
there may be ſuch a Competent Power 
aligned tg the Head of a Confederate Bo- 

G 4 dy, 
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dy, as ſhall be very different in Depree 
from that of a full and 'perfe& Kingdom 

or FSTE.. 7 a rs 
7h rxtrava- | 4+ But then, when one happens t read 
gant Opinions any of the German Writers which mention 
of ſone Wiit?!5 the Capitular, he cannot but obſerve theit 
cnt” abominable Flattery, or wonderful Igno- 
HP france in State-Afﬀairs, and civil Prudence, 
Some of them have the Impudence to af: 
ſert, That the Capitz/ar doth nor ſet bounds 

to the Emperor's Power, but only take care 

that the Forces of-the Empire ſhall not be 

—_ by Alienations, Mortgages, and the 

ike 3 the greateſt part of them do yet ac- 
knowledge, that the Imperial Power is li- 

mited by it, and fo 1s not abſolute, bur 

yet it is ſtill Supreme z or, as fome of them 

love to ſpeak, there is ſomething thereby 

taken from the fulneſs of his Power, bur 

nothing from the Supremacy that is the 

height of it : As we ſhall in the next Chap- 

ter examin this notjon' more accurately, lt 

will be ſufficient for the preſent to ſay, that 

they are deceived who think to take away 

the ground of this Controverlie, by diſtin- 

guiſhing between thoſe Laws which oblige 

as preſcribed by a ſuperiour Authority, an 

thoſe whoſe Obligation * ariſeth from our 

own Wills, and are bound upon us by out 

Fidelity 'and the obligation of a Compad; 

_ for all they can pretend to get by this di 
ſtin&0n, is to prove, that the Emperoris 

"not Tubje& to the States,' and not thar he 

has a — Authority over them; For 

is inveſt a Frince with ſuch an Author; 
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it is not enough to ſhew, that he has no 
Superiour, but he muſt alſo ſhew, that all. 
the reſt of his Subjects are bound, without 
diſpute, to obey all his Commands, and 
have no Right to appeal from him, much 
leſs will it be fufficient to ſhew, that he is 
the Higheſt in char State. As for exam- 
le: In our Common-wealth of Yerice ; as 
if the Duke were not the Higheſt ; and yer 
no man dares aſcribe the Soveraign Power 
to him ; For, as in all Common: wealths, 
| whether they be Arifocracies or Democracies, 
there may be Princes properly ſo called, - 
who may be rightly ſtiled the Higheſt in 
their Commonwealths. and yet ſtill not be 
Kings. So alſo in all Hſems of co ordinate 
States, which are Confederates each troother, 
there may be ſome one more eminent per- 
ſon, to whom the particular Care of the 
whole is committed, and ſo he may right- 
ly be called the Higheſt, or the Head of 
that Body, though he has in truth no So- 
veraign Authoricy over the Confederates, 
nor can or ought to treat them as his Sub- 
jects. Burt I chink it were better here for 
the preſent to conſider diſtinctly what part 
of the Soveraign Powers are intruſted to 
the Emperor 3 for if a man doth not know 
them, he is utterly unqualified to judge of 
the German Government, And here it wilt 
befit us rather to follow the Order which 
agrees with the Cenizs of that Empire, than 
that which is preſcribed by Politicians , as 
more regular and exat, 
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Tr Emprr _ 5, We-will therefore begin wich the 


4th «)- . Appointment of 74agiſtrates, which in eve- 
Ne Maes Brat ©: Polity is 4 part of the Soveraignty 3, for 
if they. are at laſt accountable for the mil- 
nanapement of their Minifters, it is fit they 
ould have a Right to examun their Atti- 
ons: and if they have failed in the perfor- 
mance of their Duty, they muſt have Power 
to remove, or ſome other way to puniſh 
them, Now there is no queſtion to be 
made, but the Emperor has this Power ina 
Soveraign Degree, in his Hereditary Coun: 
tries; but then, as to the reſt of the Em- 
pire, it is diſputed ; for in the beginning the 
Dukes and Coynts of Germany were Magiltrates 
properly {o called, as we have above ſhewn, 

' and yet now they have Supreme Authority 
within their Limits, under thoſe Titles. 
Nor will any of the Princes of Germazy yield 
the Emperor the Government of the People 
within their Dominions, or that they are the 
Subje&ts of the Emperor, chough they will 
with great Ceremony and much Submiſſion 
own themſelves to be his moſt dutiful Sub- 
jets, and teſtifie their great Loyalty to 
him. And although there may be an He- 
reditary Juriſdiction in a Kingdom which 
ſhall ſtill be a meer Magiſtracy 3 yet then 
the Supreme Authority muſt have reſerved a 
Soveraign Power over that perſon that 1s 
inveſted with it. We ſhall give ſome exam- 

' ples for the illuſtrating this. The Emperor 
may give to one the Title of a Prince or 
Count of the Sacred Roman Empire 3 but 
then he can give him no Rightto ew 
the 
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the Diet, without the Conſent of the reſt 
of the States, (Conſe Artic. 44. Capitul, Leo- 


poldine.) And ſeeing he is vainly puffed up 


with the Title of a Prince of the Empire, 
who has no Dominions to ſuſtain the Dig- 
nity and Splendor of his Title, that he 
may never be able to enrich theſe Vpſtarts, 
care is taken by the Thirtieth Article of 
the ſame Capitular, by which all yacant Fees 
2re to be united to the Empire, Art. 29. 
For this there is a double reaſon, firſt, Thar 
all the vacant Fees ſhould not be (wallow- 
ed up by the Houſe of Aria, nor given 
ro men obnoxious to that Family 3 and, 
ſecondly, That in time Germany may be able 
to give ſomething to its Emperor, belides 
an empty Title, by which the Charges of 
that high Station may. be born, that ſo in 
their Elections they may not be. tied to 
chuſe only perſons of yery great Eſtates, 
but may be able, in time, to aſſign their 
Prince a Patrimony equal to the Title, and 
{et him in a condition which is proportio- 
nable to the reſt of the Princes of Germa« 
y, Which if it had been to have been done 
at once, and out of their proper Domi- 
nions, would have: been too much for them 
to have parted with. Perhaps the Empe- 
ror might be allowed to admit among(t 
them a foreign Prince, who is not ſubje& 

to any of them. But then, if any of them 

could be contented ro impair ſo much his 

condition, what Place could he hope for in 

the Diet ? he would be aſhamed to fit on 

the loweſt Bench, and except he oye 0 
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cannot deprive 
any of the Prix« 
ces of their 
Dignity, 
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King, the ancient Princes of Germazy would 
never give place to him. It, 1s probable, 
however, there would be leſs difficulty in 
receiving foreign Cities into the number of 
the free Cities of Germayy, 1. Becauſe they 
are not ſo ambitious of Precedence as Prin- 
ces are, and Backhorn, and ſuch other Cities, 
would perhaps readily yield them their 
Places for the Encreale of the German Em. 
pire :' But then it is not likely that any ſuch 
Free Cities will join with us, till one or two 
of our Neighbour-States are diſſolved; and 
the Emperor cannot raiſe any of the Cities 
that are ſubje& to any of the Princes, to 
the Priviledges and Dignity of a free Impe- 
rial City, | 

6. Much leſs is it in the Power of the 
Emperor alone to take away or deprive 
any Prince of his Dignity, or expel any of 
the States out of. his Dominions, though 
they are guilty of a great Crime againſt 
the Empire, but in the moſt notorious Fat 
he muſt obtain the Conſent of the Elefer;, 
before he can interdi&t the meaneſt of them, 
Capital, Leopold, Artic, 28, They thought fit 
to get this Bar, leſt if any of the Princes 
had by chance offended the Emperor in 
his private perſona] Concerns, he ſhould 
preſently perſecute him as an Enemy to 
the Empire. Whilſt this Capirular was draw- 
ing up at Frazkford, ſome of the States de- 
ſired there might be a Clauſe added to this 
28th. Article, That the execution of all fudg- 
ments given apainſ® any Prince of the Empire, 
wget by Lam to be committed 10 the reſt {4 
Fg 
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the Members of the ſame Circle to which his 
Deminions belonged ;, becauſe if the Emperor 
himſelf undertook the execution of the Sen- 
tence, he might perhaps ſeize the Eſtate un- 
der pretence of the Charges the Execution 
put him to. On the other ſide, the Empe- 
ror never concerns himſelf how the Princes 
treat their own Subjects, and whether they 
flea or fleece their Flock is all one to him, 
becauſe one of the principal things he pro- 
miſeth in his Oath, is, That he will ſave to 
every of the States their Rights and Privileages, 
and aiſfurb none of them in the exerciſe thereof. 
And this is one of thoſe Rights jn which 
the Princes and States of Germany take the 
greateſt Pride ; That every one of them -can 
govern their own proper Snbje(t s, according to his 
own will, or to the Compatts he has made with 
them, Yee the 3, 7, 8, & 9. Artic, Capital, 
Leopald, Beſides, there are few inſtances in 
which the Emperor can dire&ly and imme- 
diately command the Subjects of another 
Prince 3 as for inſtance : To give -Teſtimo- 
ny or anſwer an Action in a Suit depending; 
and he is without: any remedy from the 
Lay in all thoſe Citations, which he ſends 
out ithis own Name (if the Party will not 
appear.) Yet he may reward or priviledge 
any of the Subjes of another State, ſo he 
doth not diminiſh the Authority or Rights 
of their proper Prince 3 but then this Im- 
pecial Priviledge ſeldom goes further than 
the giving them Titles of Honour. 
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7, Let us now ſee what Power the Em- 
peror has over the. Eftates of the Princes, 
as to the Contributions that are to be rai- 
ſed for the. bearing the | Charges of the 
Government in Times of Peace .or War. 
As far as I can underftand,” all the publick 
Revenues (a very few excepted) belong to 
the reſpective Princes and Free Towns, 
only the Emperor promiſeth, ( 4rtical, z1, 
22, & 23. Capit, Leopold, That he would 
prohibir overrating the Caſtoms, leſt the 
Princes ſhould thereby ruin the Trade "of 
Germany; And if any thing of this nature 
comes 'mto. the Emperor's Treaſure, it 
is not worth the mentioning, and for the 
moſt part belongs to the Officers of the 
Chancery, who reap the-greateſt profit of all 
others,” from the renewing the Fees: ( or 
Eftares ) -in the Empire. See Artic. 17. 
Capit, Leopold, He can ilay 'no new Impo- 
fitions 'on any Merchandiſe, imported: or 
exported within 'the Idominions of any of 
the States 5 and :it was never heard in'Ger- 
4; that the Empetor ſhould lay any Tax 
uponiany 'that Jives 'out:of his Hereditary 
Countries : Neither .are the States abliged 
To: afiy/ſtanding Chargeſtowards the'Necel- 
{iries 'of the Governtment, excepe what 1s 
agreed for the upholting 'the:Chamber of 


-Spire,' and'even 'that very ifmall Charge is 


very 'ill 'paid' by many of 'them. ..In an- 
cient times, when the Emperor went t0 
Rome to.demand the Imperial 'Crown, the 
States of Germany were bound to arm and 
maimain Four thouſand Horſe and vane 
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Thouſand Foor, to attend updn him du- 
ing, his Journey. But as theſe Expediti- 
ons have 2 long time been omitted, fo the 
proportions that were then fixed ferve now |. 
only. for the approportioning the Rates of 
the ſeveral Princes in all extraordinay Char- 
pes. granted in the Diet: Yet there are tna- 
ftiy Complaints made .apainſt this old Pro- 
pottion, becauſe the Eſtates of ſome are,in 
Jenach of time, ſunk .in their value, and 
others are as much;xaiſed above what they 
were. A Turkiſh War is ever avaſt charge 
fo Germany, and they never more willingly 
part with their Money than on that occa- 
ſron 3 and yet even here the Emperor doth 
not Proceed upon. his own Authority $, all 
is granted and tranſacted in the Diet by the 
Princes or their Deputies, and'the niore ea: 
fily commonly , . becauſe the Princes are 
great Gainers by it; for they rarely pay ro 
the Emperor's Treaſury all they levy... _ 

8. The Arbitriment of Peace and War ,,.:.., .., 
15now alſo included in.very narrow Bounds, 4r4irrator of 
whilſt Money, the Sinew of War, 15 Flis Peace and War. 
put out of the Emperor's Power. It. is 
true, the Auſtrian Dominions;wil maintaia 
a potent Army, .but.'then, . if they lore 
bear the charge. of itz they will Jpparently 
be very much-exbaulted., . (f Ir is ro, be COfis As Addition, 
© fidered, our Author, wrote before.the Har wy 
© covery of Hungary, . Sclavonia, Servia, and. on 
* Boſxia, out of the hands. of the Trrks, 
*-which.are much Jarger ; than 'all che: old. 
© Hereditary Provinces, arid upon. Peace. 
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* 2nd maintain a much greater Army than 
© the Hereditary Provinces'conld when the) 
© 1ay expoſed to the Ravage and Incurſjons 
© of the Turks, as now they will not; 6 
© that che Emperor is now three rimes mote 
© conſiderable than he was before the laſt 
* War, in the extent of his Dominions, the 
© ſecurity of his Subjects, and the acquiring 
*new Countries, to bear the Charges of de- 
©fending themſelves and the old too.) Ex- 
cept therefore the States confent to the War, 
and promiſe their Aﬀiſtance towards the 
Charges of it, the Emperor cannot promiſe 
himſelf any thing of help from them. Ag 
it is not their manner to' be wanting to the 
Emperor whenever he 15 invaded by ano- 
ther, (o it is certain, if he ſhould begin a 
War upon any of his' Neighbours, none of 
them would concurr with him in it, except 
a few of them, whoſe Intereſt unites then 
to the Houſe of Auſtria ; for it is, of the 
two, rather their Intereſt to hinder him from 
warring upon others, and that not only: be- 
cauſe all Germany may thereby be involved 
in Troubles, but alſo becanſe the very Vi- 
ctories of the Emperor are no welcome 
News to the States, as raiſing his Power 
(which perhaps is already too great) to the 
endangering of their Liberty. (Yide Art. 13, 
14, & 16, Capit, Leopold.) The Tenth of clieſe 
Articles ſhews, how the Emperor's Power 
1s bounded as to Leagues arid Alliances, 


A man here will not be able to forbear 


wondring why the Emperor is not permitted 
to begina War againſt any Neighbour upon 
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any pretence whatſoever, or to enter into 
any Alliance with a Foreigner, without at 


leaſt the Conſent: of the Ele&ors. And 


yet we are lately told, many of the Ele&to-: 
ral Princes had had a meeting, and draws. 


ing over to them a parcel of Thieviſh 


Elector Palatine's Dominions, under pre- 
tence of forcing from him ſome Rights 
which they are not well: pleaſed he ſhould 
any longer enjoy : And when they entred 
upon this action, they thought it was (uffi- 
cient for them to give the Emperor a. 
very ſuperficial and inſolent account of 
what they intended to do: There was 
another Biſhop of that Nation, not far 


and invaded that State, which War may 
involye 2 great part of Germary, And all 
theſe bold Attempts of the Princes were 
entred upon whilſt the Dier was fitting, and 
* yet it took not the leaſt notice of them z 
= for it is now become a Cuſtom for ſome 
* of the Princes to. League with the Sweaes 
= or French, both which Nations have for 
|= many years been the Enemies of the Houſe 
of Auſtria. ; Tg 
'Z 9g. Let us ſee next what Power the Em- 
'Z peror has in the Aﬀairs of Religion, Be- 
# cauſe the new Politicians will needs have 
3 Temporal Princes, according: to their new 
2 Divinity, intruſted in things of this nature ; 
= whereas the Roman Catholicks conſtantly be 
lieve and profeſs, That ic would be very 
prejudicial to the mm and Wealch - 


Souldiers, have made an Inroad upon the. 


from the Hollanders, (Manſter) cook up Arms,- 
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the Church, to have any but the Clergy 
intermeddle with the diſpoſing of the 
Church-Preferments, and therefore would 
(very wiſely) have the Laity content them- 
ſelves with the Glory of enriching and de- 
fending the Church, When therefore there 
were no other Rites received in Germary, 
but thoſe of the Church of Rowe, the few 
Diſciples of obs Haſs in Bohemia excepted, 
and the fews, who are every wire tole- 
An accomt ef parted. Martin Lyther, beyond all mens ex: 


Marcin mg pectations, ſorely weakened the Papal Au- 


mation, thority in that Nation, and taking the ad- 
vantage of a {mall Brangle, of no great mo- 
ment at firſt, drew off a conſiderable part 
of the Empire from their Obedience to 
the See of Rome, If | may be allowed to 
{peak the truth, this inconſiderable Spark 
was blown up to this dreadful Fire, by 


the folly of them who at firſt oppoſed Lu- 
ther, and the inconſiderate raſhnels and haſte 
of Leo X, for {ſome contemptible Monks 
contending one with another, one Party of 
which was very zealous for Religion, and 
the other Party no leſs concern'd for their 
Profit 3 and at firſt both of chem had the 
Papal Power in great eſteem, as Sacred, 
Now it was certainly here the part of a 
prudent Judge, to ſhew himſelf equal and 
indifferent to both the contending Parties, 
or preſently to have fijenced both of them, 
leſt his Commodities « his Indulgences) 
ſhould become cheap, and ſuſpected by the 
People : Ar leaſt, he ought not ſo mani: PF 
teſtly to have eſpouſed the Quarrel of hs FA 
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Factors, for' fear this higheſt Prieſt might 
be ſuſpeted to be more fond of gettin 

Money, than preſerving the Souls of thoſe 
under his care $ or laſtly, to prevent being 
ſuſpected to be better pleaſed with theprice 
of Mens Sins (paid to him) than with the 
moſt Innocent and Holy Life. The more 
indevout ſort of men were not to be tem- 
pted neither by this Afﬀair, to ſuſpeR, that 
the Priefts were very like Phyſicians agd 
Chirurgeons, who reap too much Benefic 
from the Diſeaſes and Wounds of Men, 
to be heartily forry for them : So that if 
it was fooliſh and fſacrilegious to give Sen- 
tence againſt che Indu]gences, to the damage 
of the Church, it had been prudent to 
ſweeren a man of too warm a temper 
with Preſents, Preferments, and Promiſes, 
that he might not light the Laity into the 
way of {haking off the Church's Yoke 
and when ſo many have by Ambition and 
Gifts aſpired to the higheſt Dignities in 
the Church of Rowe, I think, for my ſhare, 
it would have been worth the while to. 
have wrapped this Monk in Purple, to 
prevent his doing her ſo great a miſchief: 
For when Martin Lather ſaw he could have 
no: Juſtice done him at the Pope's Tribu- 
nal, he began to court the Grace and good 
Opinion of the Laity, and ſoon after, he 
poſitively refuſed to ſubmit to the Judg- 
ment of the Pope, becauſe he had made the 
Quarrel his own, by entring into it : And 
that he might not want a Patron, he began 
to teach, That the Care of the Church be- 
| H 2 longed 
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longed to Secular Princes, and thoſe who 

had the like Authority 3 and they again 
reflefting, That: the great Revenues their 

Anceſtors had given to pious ules, were 

- ſpent in Sloth and Luxury, quickly embra- 

ced the opportunity of turning theſe Jazy 

far Cattel to Graſs. This 

What is ſaid of the deſign of en- was greedily followed by 
riching themſelves by the Revenues many, partly becauſe what 


of the Church, is to be underſtood . 
as jpoben in the Perſon and Name Lyather (aid ſeemed true, and 


o' 2 Roman Catholick 3 for all partly becauſe they found 

mA raged (pry bg _ they could con{tderably im- 
atll ) ih 3 p . , 

and it is os jo all probable pv PLOTS their Revenues. There 

riey could have any ſuch. was then a Rumour allo, 

that the 7alians impoledup- 

on the old German Honeſty 

and Simplicity, and that they ſpent the Mo- 

ney they had torn from them on the ac- 

count of their Sins, in Gaming, Luxury, 

and filling the infatiable Avarice of the 

Pope's Officers and Creatures. They cal- 

led to mind a Saying of Pope 4artiz V. 

which in truth was very worthy of a Sp1- 

ritual Paſtor, viz. That he could wiſh himſelf 

a Stork, proviaed the Germans were turned into 

Frogs, Hereupon they began to bemoan 

themſelves to one another, and ſay, ”* 

who of old ſo valiantly repelld the wiftorions 

Arms of the Romans, are by an unwarlike ſort 

of men, under pretence of Religion, reduced al- 

moſt to a neceſſity of eating Hay with our Beaſts, 

I cannot tell how much the rcitoring Lear- 

ning 1n this part of the World might con- 

tribute to this Revolution, which was there 

upon received with great Applauſe. How: 
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ever, we we may well and ſafely affirm, 
That Men of Learning are not eaſily per- 
ſwaded to believe: what is (or ſeems) con- 
frary to Reaſon. | 


10, The effec of this Controverſie was, my of the 
that a great part of the ancient Rites, and German Prin 
ces diſerted the 

, See of Rome, 
to theſe new Teachers, were laid aſide by 
a conſiderable part of the Germans ; and 


all thoſe Doctrines which ſeem'd ſuperfluous 


at the ſame time many of the Clergy 
were: deprived' of their Church- Lands. 
Thereupon many Suits were commencd in 
the Chamber of Spire, by the Clergy, 
againſt thoſe that had deprived them of 
their Poſlefſions; and that Court was alſo 
very willing to have reſtored all to the outed 
Clergy, but then the Pzotcſtants (as they 
are call'd) refaſed in this matter toacknows- 
ledge the Juriſdition of that Court : © For 
* though (aid they) the Laws in all Caſes 
* command, that they which have been 
* diipoſſe(s'd, ſhould be reſtored to what 
* they once had ; yet, in this Cafe that 
*was now depending, it was fit and rea- 
* ſonable, that a lawful general Council, or 
*fome other publick Convention, (that is 
*4 National Council of Germaw) ſhould 
* firſt conſider and determin, whether the 
* outed Clergy did profes and teach the 
"true Religion; for if this was not firſt 
* well proved, ( as they believed it could 
*not) 1t was in vain, and to no good pur- 


3 poſe, for them to expect the enjoyment 
3 ot choſe Revenues which had been given 
*3 cy their Anceſtors, for the maintenance of 
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© the traus Worſhip of God. Now, be. 
cauſe they were quickly ſenſible, that Rea- 
ſons and Proteſtations alone would not e- 


* Cure them, the greateſt part of theſe Pro- 


The Decree of 
' Ausburg for 
the Liberty of 
Religion. 


teſtant States and Princes joined in a Leagye 
at Salcald, to repell any Force or Vio- 
lence which might be offered to any of 
them, becauſe they had embraced the Re. 
formed Religion : At length it came to a 
War, which proved very unfortunate to 
the Proteftants, and the EleGor of Saxuy, 
and the Lazatgrave of Heſs, the two prin- 
cipal perſons of their Party, were both 
taken Priſoners, and their Religion ſeem'd 
to be in a deſperate and hopeleſs condition; 
but then azrice the next Duke of Saxwy 
reſtored itro its former Power,by his Atms, 
and the R, Catholicks were forced to come to 
a Treaty at Paſaw, for the ſecuring ail 
Parties; the terms of which may eafily be 
found in any of the German Hiſtorians of 
that time. Aﬀter this, in the Dier of Az: 
burg, in the year 1555, the Proteſtants ob- 
tained the ſecuring their Religion by a Law 
paſſed there in favour of it, by which Law 
they had ſufficient Security given them, 
that they ſhould live in Peace, and that nei- 
ther of the Parties ſhould hurt or invade 
the other on the account of their different 
Religions, nor compel any man by force 
to abjure that Religion which he profeſſed, 
It any Church-Lands had been ſeized by 
any of the Secular Princes, which did. not 
belong to any other immediate State 0r 
Prince of Germany, it ſhould be left to the 
pres 
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preſent Pofſeſlor, againſt whom no Suit 
ſhould be commenced in the Chamber of 
Spire, if the Clergy were not in poſteflion 
of the ſame at the time of the Treaty of 
Paſſaw, or after it : That the Eccleſaſtical 
Juriſdiction ſhould not be exerciſed againſt 
choſe who profefled the Proteftant Religion ; 
and that they ſhould manage their Reli- 
gious Afﬀairs as they thought fit: Thatno 
- Prince ſhould allure the Subjects of another 
Prince to his Religion, nor undertake the 
Defence of them, on the pretence of Re- 
ligion, againſt their own Prince. But then 
thoſe Subjects of either {1de, that were not 
pleaſed with the Religion or Ceremonies 
of his own Prince, might fell their Eſtates, 
and go where they pleaſed. And laſtly, 
if this Difference of Religion! cannot be. 
compoled by fair and lawful means, this 
Peace ſhall nevertheleſs be perpetual, 

11. In the mean time there was a (harp The Liberty of 
Conteſt, Whether the Catholick Clergy #5: Clzgy wore 
ſhould have liberty to embrace the Pro- —_— 
teſtant Religion, and alſo poſſe(ls notwith- * © 
ſtanding their Dignities and Church-Re- 
yenues 3 which was urged with the grea- 
reſt vehemence by the Proteſtants, who 
ſaid, That the contra y Practice was a re- 
proach to their Religion, if they ſhould con- 
ſent, thar thoſe that entred into jt ſhould 
be deprived of their Honours and Eſtates : 

That the way that leads to the Purer Re- 
ligion was by this ſhut againſt many : That 
they had no intention to turn the Church- 
Preferments to Secular uſes, or to take 
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away the Freedom of Elections from the 
Chapters. But then, becauſe it was appa- 
rent, that this expoſed the Rowan Catholick 
Religion , in Germary, to the utmoſt dan- 
ger, the Catholick States oppoſed it with 
equal obſtinacy, and Ferdinand the Emperor 
favouring that Party, they got this Clauſe 
added to the Law : If any Clergyman becomes 
a Proteſtant , he (ball forfeit his Church Pre. 
ferments, but without any leſs or diminution of 
his Honour, And although, at that time and 
after, eſpecially in the Caſe of the Arch- 
biſhop of Cologne, who became a Proteſtant, 
the -Proteſtants complained very much of 
this Clauſe, and proteſted againſt it, yet they 
could not get it repealed. 
Fhe Differences Iz, But this Peace was not able to take 
tn Reltgion 1; AWay all the Seeds of Diſcord, which ſprung 
ach 4 _ from this Diverſity of Religion ; for they 
many. that embraced the Proteſtant Religion, di- 
Ta vided it into Parties and Factions, becaule 
the greateſt part of them ſtook ſimply to 
the Words of the firſt Auguſt ane Confeſſion, 
whilſt ſome others thought tome Doctrines 
ought to be more nicely expreſt. And al- 
though wiſe men thought this was not a 
Controverſie that was worth the entring 
1nto a Civil War for, yet their minds on 
both ſides were very much exaſperated by 
the Intemperance of the Preachers, and the 
Frauds of the Roman Cathelichs, who expe 
cted to make great uſe of theſe Diflentions 
amoneit their Enemies, as a means to over- 
come them in the end. And whereas all 
thoſe that profeſs'd neither the __ ry 
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tholick nor the- Auguſtane Confeſſion, were ex« 
cluded from the benefit of the aforeſaid 
Peace, the Reman Catholicks hereupon crafti- 
ly endeavoured to perſwade thoſe who 
{imply ſtuck to the Aauguſtane Confeſſion, to 
diſown all thoſe. that had refined upon it, 
as not at all belonging to their Party 3 
though the ſtrict Proteſtants often declared 
publickly, that they would not diſown thoſe 
thar differed from them in ſome points that 


- were of leſs moment, but that they alſo 


ought to enjoy the Benefit of the Peace ; 
yet the .over-great Zeal of the Prieſts di- 
vided them ſo far, that they began to (e- 
parate each from the other, and not to con- 
ſult ſo frequently together as they had 
done before: Nay, after this, when one of 
the Parties was oppreſſed by the Popith 
Party, the other would unconcernedly look 
on whilſt they periſhed. or lend Afiſtance 
to their Enemies. Afterwards other occa- 
ſions of Diſcontent aroſe, and laſt of all, a 
Fire was kindled in Bohemia, which in a 
ſhort time involved all Germany in a War : 
Here Fortune at firſt ſmiled upon the Emy 
peror, and proſpered his Afﬀeairs beyond his - 
hopes, ſo that in a ſhort time his Armies 
ſubdued and brought under the greateſt 
part of Germany; and in the year 1629. he 
preſumed to publiſh an Edi&t, That all the . 
Clergy ſhould be put in poſſeflion of all 
the Church-Revenues, which had been ta- 
ken from them by the Laity , ſince the 
Treaty of Paſſaw., The ſecret Deſign of 
this Edit was, to beſpeak the h— 
| 0 


Tye Peate of 
Religion reſtt« 
tled in Germ, 


The Preſent State of 


of the Clergy and Catholick States, and 
to perſwade them , that all ' his Deſigns 
tended tothe reſettling that Religion, ind nor 
to the oppreſſing the Liberties and Rights 
of the German States and Princes : Bar then, 
if they had either fate ſtil, or helped him 
to ſubdue the Proteſtants 3 nay, if they had 
not hindered the reduction of them, ir 
would have been very ealie for the Empe- 
ror (thus flaſh'd with Victory, and arm'd 
with Power) to have model'd them ar his 
pleaſure. How this Project came to fail, 
15 too well known to be repreſented here : 
And at laſt, in the Treaty of Oſnaburg (or 
Dſnabzuck) in 7eſtphalia, in the year 1648, 
by the V. Article, there was a large Pro- 
vifion made for the Security and Peace of 
Religion, the Treaty of Paſaw, and the Re- 
ceſs of A:burg, being both confirmed, and 
an expreſs Declaration inſerted, that it ex- 
tended equally to the Zztherans, and to the 
Calviniſts, as they call them now. It was 
added alſo, That all Changes that had been 
made ſince the Firſt of 7a»ary, 1624. in 
the State, under pretence of favouring the 
Church, ſhould be put in the ſame ftare 
they were then 3 and that all thoſe Revenues 
which were then poſſeſs'd by Roman Catho- 


licks, but were fitice taken from them b 
the Proteſtants, ſhould be reſtored bac 


i 


again to them ; and the like ſhould be done 
by the Roman Catbolicks, to the Proteftants, 
that all the immediate States which the Pro- 
teſtaxts poſleſsd at that time; ſhould be their 
own for ever- The Right of changing Re- 
19100, 


Ma ates a" . 
Ss WY 
___ " , DIO" ee pets £% 1 > Ce . REY; ET 4 OM SDS ET : RE Foy ES Ne SOR wy Dy LES Che fel SOLFFAAY 2) nl b Wobg w_ Ee 
ets LSE OT SRP ES Wn Ws a; 2 RW FR pe WE > OP TIE IR Ba TR Te 1m? TOE” : RE ods IEA 
4, ot HR. mo rnd 99 a 2 FEEL 6 ml RS -Þ > _ ls EN RY” Py , <> P Pr - jy 
SIS Be ee t2: gt Et x ook BOWS: in Y bane: 7 GY hg - x % 


VS 


The German Empire, 


ligion, which before ſeem'd to be left free 
to all the States, was for the future fore- 
ſtrained, that the Subjects of the 'Catho- 
lick Princes, who were of the Augnſtane 
Confeſſion, and in the year 1624, had the 
Free Exerciſe of their Religion, were till 
to retain it. And they that had been in 


the mean time diſturbed, were to be reſto. 


red; thoſe who had not enjoyed their Li- 


berty in the ſaid year, ſhould have Liberty 


of Conſcience ; but ſhonld only exerciſe 
their Religion in their own private Families, 
or the Neighbour places : Bur if their Lords 
ſhould command them to be gone, they 
ſhould have liberty to fell their Eſtates, or 
manage them by their Deputies : And the 
Emperor himſelf, in ſome things, indulged 
his own Proteſtant Subjects, for the ſakes 
of the Princes. It was alſo agreed, that 
if any Prince ſhould hereafter think fit to 
change his Religion, it ſhould be no pre- 
judice to him 3 and that he might have 


_ Prieſts in his Court of his own Opinion, 


but then, that he ſhould not force his Sub- 
jects to his Religion, but ſhould leave that 
he found in poſſeſſion , but fo, that ir 
might be lawful for his Subjects, if they 


would take up the Religion profeſſed by 


their Prince. Ir is alſo to be noted here, 
that this Liberty of Religion was (ertled 
by way of Compact or Agreement made be- 
tween Equals, ard the Emperor himſelf is 
one of the Parties; ſo that neither he nor 
any ether of the Catholick States, though 
chey ſhould happen to be the. more nume- 
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rous Party, ought to alter any thing of it - 
And it is alſo manifeſt, that the Conditi- 
on of the Proteſtant. Princes 1s better than 
that of the Roman Carholicks, becauſe the 
latter are ſubje&t to the Pope 3 whereas 
the former govern their Afﬀairs of Reli- 
gi0n in their own Right, and as they think 
fit. Now, if any ſhare of the Government 
of Religion belongs, by the Laws of Chri- 
flian Religion, to the Civil Magiſtrate: It 
is plain, the Authority of the Churchmen 
will thereby be reduced into a very nar- 
row compaſs. Add. Artic, 1, & 19. Capit, 
Leopold. IP 

The Legiſlative 13. We proceed now to the Legiſlative 

Power not in Power, That it may appear to whom this 

te Emer. belongs, we miſt conſider by what Laws 
Germany 15s governed, and how they were 
introduced. Here the learned Hermannu 
Conringius has led the way in his learned 
Book, De Origine furis Germanici, whom | 
ſhall very near wholly follow. This Au- 
thor takes great pains to. confute the com- 
monly-received Opinion, That the Roman or 
Civil Law was in the year 1130, by the 
Command of Lotharizs the Saxon, then Em- 
peror of Germany,received both in the Schools 
and Courts of- Juſtice : Whereas he {hews, 
that to the XIII. Century, the Courts of 
Germany did not ſo much proceed upon any 
written Laws, as upon ancient received 
Cuſtoms, and upon Equity and good Con- 
{cience; and the Judges for popular actions 
were not choſen on the account of any 
eminent Learning, but rather ancient me 

we 
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well eſteemed for P-adence, Piety, and ?uſtice, 

che far greateſt part of the People being then 

not able to write. or read. In the XIII. 

Century the Canon Law, by {low degrees, The CanonLaw 

began to creep into Germany, and not only f'/ introduced. 

that begun to be ſtudied, which concerns 

Church-Afﬀeairs, but the Proceſſes of Civil 

Afairs were regulated or formed by it, 

though many ſtuck ſtifly to their own an- 

cient Cuſtoms. About the ſame time theſe The ancient 

Old Cuſtoms were allo put in Writing, a- - wig Ag 

monegſt which the Laws of Labeck are moſt {7 ann in 

eſteemed, and thoſe of Magdeburg, which Writing. 

in the German Tongue 1s calld Weichbild; 

the A4irror of the Saxon and Schwaben Law, 

aad the Ferndale Saxonicum & Suevicum ;, and 

theſe were very near all the Laws uſed in 

Germany, jn the XI!I. and XIV. Centuries. 

In the XV. Century, the Civil or Roman jt Cilia 

Lay, and with it the Jus Fendale Longobar- jj, yy (wm. 

dicam, began alſo by degrees to creep in, wy. 

the Skilful in theſe Laws being often ad- 

vanced to the Honour of being Counſel- 

lors to the Princes, who took all opportu- 

nities to recommend their own Profeſſion 

ro the good Opinions of Men : And ir 

began thereupon to be taught in all the 

Univerſities of Germany, and that after the 

manner of 1:aty, which gave them theexam- 

ple. Afrer this, when'men that had. ſtudied 

it, were call'd to the Bar, it began by little 

and little to be received into the Court : 

And in the year 1495, 4aximilian I. ap- 

pointed the Civil Law to be admitted and 

uſed in the Chamber of Spire, but ſaving 
wo þ 
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all the Ancient Cuſtoms, aud the Local Statutes 
of. all places. So that the Law-now uſed in 


Germany 1s a Mixture of Civil Law, Can 
Law, Ancient Cuſtoms, and the Statutes of the 


ſeveral Provinces and Cities, which are very 


contrary one to the other, And in all Courts 
this is obſerved, That if there be any Pro- 
vincial Statute or municipial Law extant, 
concerning the Caſe depending, that takes 
Place in the firſt place 3 bur if there be 
none, then they have recourſe-to the Re 
man Or Civil Law, as far as it is common- 
ly received. The States of Germasy in 
the mean time are allowed to make Laws 
concerning Civil Cauſes, in their reſpective 
Provinces, which may differ (1f they think 
fit) from the Common and Uſual Law; 
and that they ſhall enact Statutes for their 
own uſe, without ever conſulting the Em- 
peror : So they contain nothing in them 
prejudicial to the other States of Germay, 
Andalthough many of them have deſired the 
Emperor to confirm their Provincial Sta- 


_ tutes. And they can alſo make particular 


The general 
Laws in the 
Diet, 


Laws concerning Criminal Caſes. Nor is 
the Caroline Conſtitution in all points every 
where obſerved. The States have alſo a 
Power to pardon Offenders: Bur if any thing 
1s to be introduced that ſhall bind all, it 
cannot be ſercled but in a Dier, and bythe 
Conſent of all; and when it is fo paſſed, 
it obligeth the Emperor as much as any 
- " other States. Vide Avtic, 2, Capit. Leo- 
$0 o 


14. The 
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very differently managed- in different times, 


Tra&t De Germanic Imperis Judicizs from whom 
I thall tranſcribe the principal Heads , to 
ſave my own labour 3 and I will begin with 
the Times of Charles the Great. When 
any of the Royal Family had any Con- 
troverſie, either one with another, or with 
any other, it was determined in the Coun- 
cil of the Nobility and People , as were 
alſo thoſe Cafes of the Nobility, that were 
of great concernment. The ſmaller Con- 


troverſtes the Nobility had , were deter-. 


min'd by the King, or thoſe he ſent, (for 
ſo they were then called, who are now 
call'd Commiſſioners, Viſitots, or Dele- 
gates.) For the ending the Conteſts of 
others, there were ſetled in the Hundreds 
and Diſtricts certain Judges called Gzaves, 
who. had to affiſt them, and fit withthem, 


others called Scabins, choſen out of the _ 


Nobility, or the better ſort of the People, 
and theſe heard .and determined all Civil 
and Criminal Caſes. The Graves, by rea- 
ton of the greatneſs of their Hundreds, had 
certain Deputies in every Village , or, as 
they call them Sculteſio's, ( like our Con- 
fables) from whom yer there lay an A 

peal to the Grave, The Prieſts allo puniſh- 
ed the Vicious Lives of Chriſtian Men by 
Canonical Cenſures. The Biſhops exerct- 
ſed a Juriſdiction over the Clergy and the 
Monks : And the Biſhop was alſo accoun- 


14. The Jurifdiftion of Germary has been 7h! forms ofthe 


German Furiſ» 


: Var diction in [evt- 
as is accurately ſer forth by Conringize in his 141 Ages, 


table to his Metropolitan , or a Synod , | 
: e 
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led by him, though afterward Appeals to 
the Pope began to be made, on the ac- 
count of the Authority of that See ; ye, 
the Caſes of many Laymen were promil- 
cuouſly referred to the Biſhops, upon an 
opinion of their Sanctity and Integrity : Bur 
then the Judgment of the Church-Revenues 
was not in the Clergy, but in the Adw- 

cates or Vicedames, which were particularly 
appointed by the Kings, and ſo the perſons 
of the Clergy were ſubject to the Judg- 
ment of the Clergy, and their Revenues 
were ſubje&t to the Advocates Judgments, 
who were Laymen. From theſe fixxd PÞ* 
ſettled Judges they appealed to the Kings Þ* 
Meſſengers, who at certain times travelled |: 
over the Provinces (like our itinerant Þ* 
Judges of Afize) and from them to the ; 
King's Palace, in which Appeals the King 
himſelf, or the Count Palatine, gave Judg- 
ment 3 which laſt was alſo appointed to de- 
termine the Cauſes which aroſe in the 
Court. Burt then they hardly admitted an 
Appeal, but where the 6rave or Meſſengers 
refuſed to adminiſter Juſtice : And 2ll 
Caſes were determined by a ſhort and 
very plain Proceſs, and in a few Seffions |? 
or Hearings. ,So that in all this form |? 
there was nothing wanting, but'an Appeal 
for the Clergy to the Pope, who though 
an holy perſon, was then conſidered as one 

' out of the Bounds of Germany (and fo not 
to be taken notice of. ) 
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15. In all theſe things, ina proceſs and 
length of time, almoſt every thing was 
changed. | After the Golden Bull, the Ele- 
@ors took cognizance of all the Royal Ca» 
ſes; and the Pope aſſumed to himſelf fo 
great Power on that account, that he made 
no ſcruple to excommunicate the Empe- 
rors, and declare, that their Subje&s were 
free from the Obligations of their Alle- 
giance to them 3 and he boldly faid, the 
Emperor was his Vaſlal, and the Empire 
a Fee which belonged to his See. As to 
the Princes Suits or Cafes, this was ever 
obſerved from the very beginning of the 
French Monarchy, that they were never 
determin'd by the Judgment of the King 
alone, bur were alwaies decided in a Con- 
vention of the Nobility, upon a ſimple and 
ſhort Proceſs, according to Equity and good 
Conſcience, And even in the firſt Ages 
of the German Empire, if any of the Em- 
perors aſlumed a Power ſingly to judge of 
the Fees belonging to any of the Princes, 
the more couragious of them alwates pro- 
teſted againſt ir : Yea, if all the Teſtimonies 
we have were loſt, the very form of the 
whole Empire, or its Conſtitution, do fut- 
ficiently prove, that things of that conle- 
quence which theſe Suits are of, ought not 
(by ir) to be left to the fingle Judgment 
of the Emperor: And therefore they are 
notoriouſly guilty of palpable Flattery, who 
pretend, that this Judgment of the Cates 
of the Princes of the Empire, which :he 
Germans call Das —_—_ IS a _— 
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Pretence. But then, it was long after theſe 
times that theſe inferiour Princes took yp: 
on them to judge arbitrarily of the Caſs 
of their own Vaſlals, which was done only 
by ſome Families, and imitated by the Free 
Imperial Cities, as to their Subjects. The 
Germans Call theſe Counts in their Language 
Auſtrega's, and it 1s probable they began 
about the times of Frederick, and the great 
TInterregrum, Thoſe that truſted more to 
their, Power. or Force than to the Juſtice 
of their Cauſe, would commit the Trial of 
it to the Sword, Ir is alſo a late Practice, 
which has been taken up by ſome of our 
later Emperors and Princes, to referr the 
Caſes depending to their Miniſters and pro- 
feſsd Lawyers, rather than to give them- 
ſelves the trouble of hearing them. But 
then this became neceſſary, when inſtead 
of a few plain Country Cuſtoms, we had 
introduced the Intricate, Papal, and Civil 
Laws, which it would have been the ut- 
moſt puniſhment to have put the Princes 
to the trouble of learning. 
7'rTinovations 16, As to the Charchmen, they innovated 
#0«ght in by 50 theſe particulars : By degrees they drew 
vt CV476/%2. 211 the Perſonal Caſes of the Biſhops to 
the Pope's Tribunal, utterly deſtroying 
thereby all the Authority of Aetropolitans 
and Syeds;, and they took from the Laity 
all Right of judging in any Caſea Clergy: 
man. This is by the Proteſtants returned t0 
the ancient. method, but by the Rowan Cu 
thelicks ſtill retained, though Charles V, and 
ſome other Princes ſince, have to the greit 
| VEXALION 
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yexation of the Pope, ordered ſome things 
pertaining to Religion and puniſhed ſome 
Clergy-men for great Offences too. In the 
times alſo of Frederick Il, and thoſe that 
followed, the Biſhops and Clergy aſſumed 
" to themſelves the free Adminiſtration or 
Management of their own Church-eſtates, 
and ſhook off their Adwcates of Vicedams x 
yer ſtil] the Eccleſtaſtical States are ſubje& 
to the Empire, by reaſon of their Fees and 
other Regalia's, of which they may be de- 
prived, if they act any thing inſolently againſt 
the Publick Peace and the Laws of the 
Empire. The Monks, as to their Perſons, 
were, in the times of Charles the Grear; 
ſubje& to the Juriſdiction of the Biſhops; 
from whom ſome ancient Monaſteries were 
exempted, and were put immediately under 
the Pope. The new Orders which haye 
ariſen ſince the XIII. Century, are only 
{ubje& to their Provincials and Generals; 
and only acknowledge the Pope's Juriſdi- 
(tion as their Supreme Ordinary; The Ad- 
miniſtration of the Lands of the Abbies 
were at firſt committed to Advecates, from 
which dependance, in length of time, ſome 
Houſes were exempted, but the greateſt 
part have ſtil] remained in the ſame ſtate 
they were at firſt ; and ſome few of 


them are free from all publick Taxes and 
(harges. 


, 


17, The Secular Caſes of the meaner Peo- $reular Cars, 
ple were heatd in the times of Charles the how managed, 


Great, either in the Secular Courts, or by 
the Biſhop in his COnmeory's which later 
A Way 
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way has ſince been much extended be: 
yond what it was at firſt. Theſe were 
frſt (as to the Secular Courts) to make 
their Complaints to the Scabivs, which in 
ancient times were appointed in all the 
(Pagi) Hundreds and Villagesz from him 
they might appeal ro the Graves or Comtes, 
(Earls or Sheriffs) whoſe Juriſdiction was 
after uſurped by many D»kes and Biſhops, 
From the Counts Or Graves they had an 
Appeal to the 1rinerary Meſſengers, (or Judges) 
ſent into the Provinces by the King, and 
from them to the King himſelf, who in 
his Court made a final Determination of 
all Caſes : But in the XV. Century, when 
Appeals became very frequent, by reaſon 
of the bringing in the tedious Forms, and 
the Iniquity of theRabble; for the more com- 
niodious determining theſe,it was reſolved;to 


Tie Chanber of Eta certain fixed Tribunal or Court,which 


Spire ereffed WAS AL laſt ſettled ar Spire the reaſon of 
for Apptals. this was not becauſe the Imperial Court 


was too ambulatory or unſettled, but be- 
cauſe the vaſt quantity of theſe Caſes might 
moſt conveniently be determined in a place 


Since removed ſet apart for that end. ( © The French, in 
60 Wetzlar, © the year 1688, having ſeized Spire, the 


© Diet, in the year 1689, agreed this Court 
©ſhould be ſettled, for the future, at efar 
* (Wetzlar) a City of Hafia, ſeven Germas 
© Miles from Frankford, to the North, and 
* about fifteen from Cologne to the S. E. 
* which being approved by the Emperor, 
© Commiſſioners are appointed to adjuſt all 
* things for the opening this Court there ; 
* a 
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© and if is very probable it will never be 
© returned back to Spire, that City being too 
©much expoſed to the Infults of the Frezch, 
* who, when they pleaſe, can ſeize the Re- 
© cords of this Court, to the ineftimable 
* damage of the Empire. And beſides, the 
© French had before burnt and deſtroyed 
© the whole Town of Spire, not leaving any 
* thing ſtanding in it that Fire and Gunpow- 
* der could ferch down.) 

13. The modern way of Trials now re- .,, ks 
ceived in Germary, is thus : When any prt- form of Proceſs 
vate perſon commenceth a Suit againſt ano- 
ther of the ſame quality, he in the firſt in- 
ſtance goes to the Pretor (Scabin ) of the 
City or Village in which he lives, except 
the Defendant be fome way priviledged 
above the Scabin, There is 1n all the Prin- 
cipalities which I have been acquainted 
with, ſome ſaperiour Court, which is com- 
mon to the whole Province, which they 
call the Palace or Provincial Court, and to 
this Superiour Court there lies an Appea! 
from,che Scabin : But then the moſt part of 
the” Free Cities have only one Court, 
from which there is no Appeal. The 
Chamber of Spire, and the Emperor's Pa- 
lace-Court, are common to the whole Em- 
pire; but then ſome of the Princes have a 
Priviledge which reſtrains their Subjects 
from appealing to either of theſe Courts, , _. ..__ 
3 ofthis numberare the Electors: Yet there 710/77 Cats 
-* are ſome, who queſtion whether this Pri- 4,7 on 6d 
> viledge belongs to the Fcclehaſtical Ele- £l:dors.Empes 
'* Rars, only becauſe they do nog exerciſe it, 797 and King of 
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The Houſe of Asſfria, and the King of 
Sweden, enjoy the ſame Exemption for 
all his German Territories. (Weftphalie Art. 
cap, 10. ſet, 12.) This laſt Prince has ere. 
&ed a Court at Wiſmar, for the determi- 
[ning all thoſe Appeals which before belon- 
ged to the Chambers of Spire and View ; 
(Aaa, Capitul. I eopold, Artic, 28, & 27,) but 
chen al the Princes of the Empire are equal 
in this, that there lies no Appeal, except 
the thing: in diſpute exceed ſuch a value, 
which yet in {ome places 1s more, and in 
others leſs. In Criminal Caſes, not only 
the Princes of the Einpire, but many of 
the Burroughs or Corporate Towns, and 
many of the Nobility, exerciſe a Soveraign 
Juriſdiction without any Appeal. 

19, But then, if there be any Contro- 


States or Prix. Verſie between the States or Princes, the 


ces are deter- 
mined, 


oreateſt part of them, in the firſt inſtance, 
have their reſort to the Azſtriga's or Arbi- 
trators : Of theſe ſome are appointed in a 


\ peculiar Convention of the States, and 


others depend upon the common Ciſpo- 
fition of the Laws. The firſt Inſtitution 
of this Judicature 1s very obſcure ; bur 
cheir Opinion ſeems moſt probable, who 
date its Riſe about the times of Freaerick [1, 
and aſcribe it to that long 1zterreguam, | This 
interregnum began in the year 1198, when 
Philip Brother of Heary VI. was choſen by 
one Faction, and Ortho Duke of Saxony Son 
of Heiry the Lyon, and Maud of England by 
2n0ther ; from henceforth there was nothing 
but War and Miſery; till in the year ob 
Tebt- 
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Frederick 1I. Son of Henry VI. was, after 
many other, choſen, who yet could not ob- 
rain the peaceable Poſſeſſion till the year 
I219. fo that it laſted about 21 years. 
But to return ] Ir is certain, Maximilian 
the Firſt was not the Author of this Conrt, 
though he gave it a new form, which. is 
extant in the Oradination of the Chamber in 
1495. made at Worms. Of the various forms 
of Auftrega's there mention'd, there are only 
two now in uſe; as, 1. The Defendaac 
names Three Princes of the Empire, our 
of which the Plaintiff chuſech one : Or, . 
2. They obtain by conſent of the Empe- 
ror one or more Commiſſioners : But then 
there are ſome Caſes which ought not to 
be brought before the Auftrega, but im- 
mediately before the Chambers of Spire or 
Vienna 5 which may be found in many very 
common Books. Now, there are theſe 
Inconveniences alwaies attending the Judg- 
ments gIVEN by the Auſtrega's ; I. That 
there lies an Appeal to the Chambers, ſo 
that very few Controver{tes are determi- 
ned by chem. 2. That great Sums of Mo- 
ney are ſpent in treating and fſweetening 
the Emperor's Comnuſtioners. 3. There 
is a Sequeſtration of a years continuance 
of the Profits of the thing in diſpute, which 
time 15 allowed to the Axſftrega's, tos give 
in their Award; becauſe it is thought an 
indecent thing to determine a Suit of mo- 
ment in leſs time in Germany. 


I 4 29, The 
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7 20, The higheſt Court in Germasy is the 
ale Chamber which was lately fixed at Spire, 
many are the yyhich was inſtituted by the Diet of Ger- 
. _ - F many, under Maximilian I, in 1495. (And 
ly | after many Removes, fixed at Spire, 1n the 

year 1530, by the Dier of Asbarg, under 

Charles V. where it remained till chis year 
1689,) Now, though this Court uſeth the 
: Name of the Emperor only 1a all its Pro. 
ceſſes, yet it doth not depend on the Em- 
peror only, but acts in the behalf, and by 
the Authority of the States of Germay: 
The Emperor names che Preſiaent, who muſt 
be a Prince of the Empire, or, at leaſt, a 
Count Or Baron, By the Treaty of Oſnabruck 
it was agreed, that under this prime Pre- 
ſident there ſhould be four other inferiour 
Preſidents to be nominated by the Empe- 
ror, and at leaſt fifty © ( Judges ot 
Companions with them) Twenty fix of 
which ſhould be of the Roman Catholick 
Religion, -and Twenty ſour of the Prote- 
ſtant, to take from the later all juſt cauſe 
of complaint, that their Cafes were not {a- 
vourably heard and determined : Yet at 
this day there is rarely half this number, 
the Princes that ſhould nominare and pay 
them, being very flow in both reſpects, 
they being much offeaded with the Impe- 
rious Commands of this Court,- though 
they rarely go further than words. He 
that is defirons to know the exact form 


_ of the Chamber, inſerted into the Receſs 
-of the Piet, in. 1495. It is a common 
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Proverb, That the Suits at Spire are draw- 
ng on, but never die, (Spirant on expirant.) 
This is owing to the litigions forms and 
delays or perplexities in the Proceſſes, and 
the number of the Cafes depending before 
too ſmall a number of Judges ro diſpatch 
chem. But yet, after all, the great Rea- 
fon is, the Difhculty of executing the Sen- 
tence 3 for the Princes that have great E- 
ſtates do very little regard what the Judges 
at Spire ſay : And they again have ſo much 
wit, that they will not hazard the (mall re- 
mainder of their Authority, by giving Judg- 
ment (how juſtly ſoever) againſt a Prince of 
that Power, that he will deſpiſe both them 
and their Sentence. But then, in this Court 
(as in others) if they catch a ſmall Fly, 
they will be ſure to hamper him. In the 
year 1654, in a Diet, there were many 
Rules or Proviſions made for the ſupply- 
ing the Defects of this Chamber : There 
lies no Appeal from ir, but if any man is 
aggrieved, he may defire a Reviſion, which 
yet, to my knowledge, was never ſought, or 
never granted, 


21, There is alſo in the Emperor's Pa- 714 chanbe 
lace another Court, which pretends to the of Vienna when 
ſame Authority with that of Spire (which is FF iftitmed. 
above call'd for diſftin&tion the Chamber of 


Viemna,) They both ſay, that a Suit begun 
at Spire cannot be withdrawn and removed 
to Vienna, and ſo on the contrary. Ferdi- 
»and the Emperor, in the year 1549, fiſt 
opened this, and publiſhed the Rules or 


Laws by which it was to proceed : 44axi- 
wh on Pn milan 


The Preſent State of 


milian II. encreaſed them 3 but athias, in 
the year 1614, renewed it 3-and Ferdinand []], 
changed ſome of the Rules in the Diet in 
the year 1654, ( See the Treaty of Peace, 
Art. 5. Set, 20, Artic, 4.1, 42, 43. Capital, 
Leopold.) This Court depends ſolely on the 
Emperor , though the Judges of it are 
bound to the Archbiſhop of Afentz, as 
Lord High Chancellor of Germany, by an Oath, 
Tt is not hard to gueſs what was the true 
reaſon why the Emperors inſtituted this 
Court; to which purpoſe it will be fit to 
conſider, that rheſe Princes obſerving, thar 
all Appeals being tried and determined at 
Spire, and that place frequented on the ac- 
count of Juſtice, the Court at Vienna was 
' in the mean time neglected, to the great 
diſhonour and diflatisfaction of the Family 
of Auſtria : For the flying to them for Re- 
lief, is the greateſt of the Glories of a 
Prince s and their Majeſty 1s then moſt re- 
ſplendant, when it gives men their Due, 
and repel]s their Injuries : Beſides, he that 
has the Management of the Oracles of Ju- 
ſtice, can beſt ſecure his own Intereſt, and 
take care that nothing ſhall be done con- 
trary to it. Now, the Chamber ot Spire 
depended on the whole Body of the Em- 
Pire, and was alſo ſeated at a great diſtance 
from Yiewna, and that beyond the Rhine, and 
therefore ſeemed to take but little notice 
of the Davabe (that is Yiezna.) The form 
of the Law -Proceedings being alſo changed, 
it was now become very difficult co adjult 


and end the Controverſies of the nw 
ent 
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The German Empire, 


dent States in the Diet, as had been former- 


ly practisd. Now, if the Emperor could 
by degrees inſenfibly draw them to himſelf 
only, in conjuntion with the. Claims of 
private men, he ſhould thereby gain a great 
Step toward the acquiring a Soveraign 
Authority over the States. Nor were there 
wanting plauſible Reaſons for the opening 
this Court; for, Why ſhould he be obli- 
ged to adminiſter equal Juſtice to all, if all 
might paſs by him, and dire& their Ad- 
drefles to Spire * This Chamber of Yieuns 
pretended alſo not to be tied to the flow 
methods of Proceſs uſed at Spire; and men 
were pleaſed with the expectation of a 
quick diſpatch «of their Caſes 3 for the 
Court of Spire is ſo hampered, that tho' 
the Caſe is never fo plain, and the Judges 
are never ſo willing to do ſpeedy Juſtice, 
yet they muſt omit none of their appoin- 
ted Forms. Some others, that pretend to 
a deeper inſpection, ſay there is a private 
Council at Yiema, in which the. greateſt 
Afﬀairs of the Empire are conſidered : Now 
when any great Caſe has been ventilated 
and debated in this Court, if the Judges 
find it has any State-Intereſt in it, they give 
ce Emperor an account of it; with: their 
Thoughts of it, and thereupon it 1s again 
debated in thar private Council, in which 
the State-Intereſt of the Caſe is more con- 
ſidered than the Juſtice of it. As for the 
Inſtance ; Whether it is for the Emperor's 
Intereſt, chat this or that Judgment ſhould 
be given; and how and which way the exe- 

- CULLIOA 
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The Form of 
executing tbe 


Judgments of 


theſe Conrts. 


The Preſent State of 


cution ſhall be made: So that ifany Scr- 
ple of that nature ariſeth, the Judges have 
private Orders to ſuſpend or delay. the 


Judgment. I preſume, the Judges of 


this Court would alſo take it very ill tobe 
ſuſpected of Bribery 3 and yet there are 
many that tnink 1t is their Intereſt to 
clear themſelves (if they can) of this Su: 
picion, which might be done by ſhewing 
to the contending Parties, to which of 

them the Caſe depending is committed. 
22, As to the form of Execution in 
both theſe High Courts, it is thus :. Firſt, 
They enjoin the Party that is vanquiſhed 
co ſubmit to the Sentence they have given 
againſt him, upon pain of forteiting a cer- 
tain quantity of Marks of | pure Gold, to-- 
be paid in part to the Exchequer of the 
Empire, and in part to the Perfon ſuing ; 
if he doth not obey the Sentence upon 
notice of this, within the time limited, then 
the Sum 1 encreaſed ; bur if he (til! perſiſt, 
and deſpiſe their Threats, he is put under 
the Bann, or proſcribed, and the Sentence 
1s ordered to be put in execution by Force 
and Arms, till the Party ſubmit, If the 
Party caſt is a Subje& of any of rhe States, 
the execurion of the Sentence is commit- 
red to that State or Prince whoſe Subject 
he is. It the Party condemned is a Prince, 
or Member of the Diet, then the General 
of the Circle,or fome or other of the Mem- 
bers alſo of that Circle to which he belongs, 
are commanded to execute it ; But if the 
Party is fo powerful, that the Circle is 4 
a016 


The German Empire. 


able to force him to ſubmit, two or three 
of the next Circles are commanded to 
join with them : But this rarely happens, 
that there are any ſuch Executions to be 
made; and when there is, it is more for 
the Intereſt of Germany, and for the ſecuring 
the Liberties of rhe ſeveral States to com- 
poſe their Controverſies of this great mo- 
ment by Arbitrators, than by Suits and Mili- 
tary Executions thereupon. 

23. If any thing'ariſeth which may affect 


The greater C a= 


the whole Body of the Empire, the Em-/{ "7,95 


ditermin'd in 


peror cannot determine of it as he pleaſerh the Dizt, 


himſelf, but ought ro propoſe it in the 
Diet, and it 15 by the States to be there - 
ordered as they ſhall by common Conſent 
agree. (Vid. Capitul, Leopold. Artic, 39. ſub 
fs.) Now, becauſe all theſe Aﬀairshave 
been very exactly . collected by German 
"Writers, 1t will be ſufficient for us to fer 
down here ſome of the principal Heads of 
them.. «. The Emperor has the ſole Power 
of aſſembling the Der, bur fo, that he is 
bound, by his Letters or Envoys, to re- 
quire the Conſent of the Eleors, and alſo 
ro adjuſt with them the Time and Place. 
(Capitul, Leopold, Art. 17,) The EleFtors al- 
ſo may admoniſh the Emperor, when they 
think it is for the Intereſt of Germwy there 
ſhould be a Diet. But then, becauſe the 
holding a Diee is a thing of very great 
Charge to the States, it 15 expreſly faid, 
That che Emperor ſhall not burchen them 
with the holding unneceſſary Diets. ( Ca- 
pitu!, Lrops/d, D. E.) During the Tactnds 

ene 


The Preſent Otate of 


the Yicars of the Empire ( the Duke of 
Saxony, and the Count Palatine of the Rhine) 
ſhall aflemble the Der, and in his abſence, 
the King of the Romans, if there be one, 
The calling of it ſhall not be by any Ge- 
neral Proclamation, but by written or 
printed Letters, to be delivered perſonally 
co each of the States (or Members) which 
ſhall be penn'd in a kind inviting Stile, 
and not in an imperious commanding Form 
like a Citation.. The Indiction ſhall be fix 
months before the Meeting, that the States 
may -have ſufficient time to conſider what is 
there 'to. be treated of. 

In ancient tines 24, In ancient times there was a Diet 
the Diet was held every year, and it continued but one 
badevery 3 Month, as is ſuppoſed by the German 4»: 
tiquaries 3, at this day 1t is not agreed how 
often or how long it ſhall fir, but that is 
governed by the preſent Neceſlities of the 

publick Afﬀairs,. or at leaſt it ought to be 

ſo: Yet they have adjudged it expedient 
for the preſerving the Liberties of the States, 
that there ſhould be frequent Diets, as for 
inſtance, once in three years at the fartheſt; 
that when they are, neceſſary care ſhould 
be taken: to expedite the Afﬀairs depending, 
which.-now move tgo ſlowly, and occahion 
vaſt expence both of Time -and Money, 
which might be ſaved. There are ſome 
that are. jealous, that theſe affected Delays 
and Charges are a State-Myſtery, by which 
the Emperor hopes, in time, to tire out the 

States, and make them abhor Diers, which 
were otherwiſe-the moſt effectual ears to 

ecure 
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The German Empire. 


ſecure the German Liberty. The Golden Buk 


has ordained, That the firſt Dier.(of every 
Emperor's 'Reign) ſhould be at Norimberg, 
which yet is not ſcrupulouſly obſervednow ; 
for in theſe Capitalars there is only care taken 
that 1t ſhall be held in: a convenient place, 
within the Empire, as ſhall be agreed with 
the Eleors : Of along time ſome one of the 
Free Imperial Cities has been appointed 
for that purpoſe, the reaſon of which is 
not ſo much in the dark ; and, I ſuppoſe, 
the Princes would ſcarce meet, if the Em- 
peror ſhould appoint Yienna. 


_ 25, All the Members of the States are, A! the 31m 
without exception, to be called to the Diet ; 


and amongſt the Eccleſiaſticks, thoſe that 
are not yet confirmed by the Pope, and 
before they have obtained their Palls, and 
inthe vacancy of any See, the Chapter is 
to be called. And whereas the Proteſtant 
Pofleſſors of Biſhopricks, before the Trea- 
ty.of Peſtphalia, were not admitted to the 
Diet, they in it obtained the. Aſhignmenc 
of a' peculiar Place. ' As to thoſe Secular 
Princes that are minors, their Guardians 
appear for them ; and: they that are of full 
ape, are to be admitted before they have- 
asked or obtained their Inveſtiture... This: 


is true, though in the Diet.of Ratizbonpe, in 


the year 1608. fohu Frederick Duke of Yar- 
temburg was excepted againſt on that ac- 
count 3 If in any Family rhe Right of Prims- 
geniture prevails, and is received, only the 
Eldeſt is called; Thoſe that have divided 


theit Inheritance, are .called by Familiesin 


general, 


bers are to be 
ſummoned to the 


Dier, 
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Thi things to be 


debated are 
propoſed by the 
Emperor or his 
Conmmyioner, 


The Preſent State of 


general, but they have all but one voice: 
Bur thoſe that have obtained the Inveſti- 
ture of their Share or Portion from the 
Emperor, are perſonally called. They that 
are called to the Diet, mult appear in per- 
ſon 3 or if this is inconvenient, by their 
Legates (or Proxies) ſufficiently inſtructed : 
Thoſe that negle& to appear, are never- 
theleſs concluded by the majority of thoſe 
that do appear. By a peculiar Priviledge 
the King of Bohemia is not bound to ap- 
pear. in the Diet, if it is not held at Norim- 
berg or Bamberg, The Houſe of Auſtria, 
and the Duke of Burgwuay, are at Liberty 
to appear or not, as they pleaſe. It isnot 
worth our while to {um up the vain uſeleſs 
Rites and Ceremonies. | 

26. The things that are to be debated 
and ſetcled in the Diet, are propoſed by 
the Emperor, or his Commiſſioner, then 
they proceed to the Debate 3 where the 
firſt Queſtion is, Whether they thall pro- 
ceed in the order the things are propoſed, 


- to conſider and determin them 3 or, whe- 


ther they ſhall poſtponie ſame of them un- 
decided, and paſs' forward to the 'reſt of 
the things propoſed ? Here the States pre- 
tend they are not. religiouſly bound to 
obſerve the Method of the Propoſals ; but 
the Imperial Party (who can eaſily foreſee 
what the States drive- at). have ever ſtifly 
pretended, the Method of the Propoſals is 
to be followed ; that the Emperor's Con- 
cerns have eyer been wont to lead the 
Van, and thoſe of the States to follow l 
{1g 


be ger 


The German Empire, 


the next place. If therefore the States will 
do their own Buſineſs, they muſt of nece(ſ- 
ſity gratifie .the Emperor z but then it has 
been obſerved , that when he has gained 
his own point, he is ſeldom much con< 
cerned for thoſe things that the States would 
have. When they come to debate, they 
are divided into three LO (Houſes 
or Chambers) the Elea928, che Pzinces, 
and the Fre Cities, which Diviſton is 
thought to have been firſt made in the 
year 1589, in the Diet at Frankford : In 
the firſt of theſe the Biſhop of 24enrz is 
the Dire&or (Speaker); in the ſecond, the 
Houſe of A«fria and the Biſhop of Saltz- 
barg by turns; and in the third, chat City 
in which the' Diet is held : The Princes 
vote man by man, the Counts and Bi- 
ſhops by Benches : The greater part oblti- 
geth the leſſer, except in the Aﬀairs of 
Religion, in which the States are not con- 
ſidered as one Body, but as Parties, in op- 
poſition each to other. Whether the 
ſame thing ought to be admitted in the 
matter of Taxes, or granting Money , 15 
a Queſtion not yet decided. (See the Trea- 
ty of Weſtphalia, Art. 5. n. 19.) I ſhould 
think this might eaſily be expedited by a 


DiſtinRtion, vis. Whether the Grant tends 


to the Safety and Security of the whole 
Body of Germany, Or 1s only granted and 
deſigned for the Benefit of the Emperor ? 


No good German would decline contribu- 


ting to the firſt ; and as to the latter, it 
is fit every one ſhould be left to his own 
K '{bercy, 
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| The Preſent State of 


liberty, to determin as he ſhall: think fir, 
Their way of Proceeding is this : What is 
approved by the College of EZleors , is 
communicated to the College of Princes ; 
this latter returns to the former their 


| Sentiments of it (which 1s called a Reference 


or Conference) and o it is tranſaQed pro and 
con berween theſe two till they agree ; 
then they two join, and communicate their 
agreed Reſolves to the thrid College or 
Cities, and if they conſent too, then the 
unanimous Reſolves of the whole Bodies 
of the State, are commnnicated to the Em- 
peror, or his Commiflioner, and when he 
has approved of it, that Aﬀair is ſettled: 
If the three Colleges cannot agree, their 
differing Votes are propoſed to the Empe- 
ror, who in a friendly way, as an Arbi- 
trator, and not in a commanding way, as 
a Maſter or Prince, endeavoureth to recon- 
cile them. In like manner, if his Judg- 
ment is not the ſame with that' of the 
States, it is friendly and fairly argued be- 
tween them, till he is of their mind, or they 
of his. After this, - at the breaking up 
(Receſs) of the States, there is a Solemn 
Form, containing the things agreed betweet 


the Emperor and the States, in the manner Þ 


of a Contract, As to the College of 
Cities, it is to be obſerved , that though 
in the Treaty of Peace (Art. 8. ſel. 4.) 
the deciding Vote is affigned to it, where 
as before others contended, that they were 
only to be admitted ro the Debates (to 
offer their Reaſons) yet even now they 
Com: 
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The German Empire. 


communicate nothing to this Member of 
the States, but what 1s agreed by the two 
other Colleges 3 bur then neither can thoſe 
two Colleges exact Obedience, or force 
this third to comply with them againſt their 
wills, as a major part z but where che third 
College diſagreeth from the other two, the 
thing in diſpute is referr'd to the. Empe- 
ror, till a way is found to adjuſt it, and 
what cannot at laſt be agreed, is wont to 
be referred to another Diet.. What is 
agreed by the whole Diet, is by the Bi- 
ſhop of Mertz, who is Director of the 
firſt College, and in a fort, of the whole 
Diet, drawn and reduced into the form of 
2 Receſs, Edit, Decree, or Law, and then 
it is again conſidered by the States ; and 
after they have all ſubſcribed and ſealed ir, 
then itis publiſhed. 


27. By all chis which I have ſaid, 1t The Emperoy 
will eaſily appear how much of the Sove- has yet ſome 


Wy | : ha yo. . Prerogatives 
raign Power is left to the Emperor 3. yet 7,m80n ls, 
Prince. 


there are fome Prerogatives which belong 
only to the Emperor in Germany z 1. The 
Right of the Firſt Prayers, by force of 
which, the Ele&ted Emperor has a Right 
to preſent one perſon to a Benefice in 
every of the Eccleſiaſtical Chapters or 
Colleges. The Emperor has leſs reaſon to 
be aſhamed of this Reſtriction, than the 
Clergy, who owing almoſt all their Wealrh 
to the Liberalicy and Bounty of the firit 
Emperors, have been ſo ungrateful as ro 
reſtrain che Succeſlors of their Benefactors 
to the Collation of a ſingle Benefice, and 

; K z thi 


The Preſent State of 
that too to be conferr'd 'by way of FEn- 
treaty, that ſhall not be denied. 2. He 
gives all ſorts and degrees of Honours or 
Titles: Yet, (See 4rt. 43, & 44. Capital 
Leopold.) 3. He only gives and collates the 
Inveſtitures of the Princes Fees, and all 
others that paſs by the Delivery of a Ba- 
er. *4, He conſtituteth Univerſities, 
5. And he only can give leave to build 2 
City. And there are ſome other too of 
leſs moment. | 


ThePriviledees 28. And from hence 1t 1s eaſte to col. 
ef the Princes [et how little is wanting to make every 
and ſree Statts. of the States Independant Soveraigns ; for 


they, or at lealt the greateſt part of them, 
have the intire. Power "of Life and Death 
over their reſpective Subje&ts. They can 
enat Laws that are contrary to the com- 
mon Laws of Germany, in their own States, 
- They have an intire Liberty as to Rel 
.. Fion. They levy Taxes. They make 
Leagues one with another, and with Fo- 
' reigners, fo they be not againſt the Em- 
_peror and the Enipire, _( See the Treaty of 
Peace, Art, 8.'ſe, 2, Capitrl. Leopold, chap.6, 
& 8.) which Right is denied the Imperial 
ind Free Cities expreſly. ( Art. 9. Capitul, 
Leopuld,) They defend themfelves with 
Force and Arms, and revenge their own 
wrongs, eſpecially if they have to do with 
Strangers. They build Forts and firong 
"Holds in their Dominions. They munt 
Moneys, and do all other thitgs neceſſary 
ro the Government of their People. (44. Þ* 
"drtic, 55, 34. Capitul, Leopold, Treaty of _ F: 
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The German Empire. 


Art, $. n,2.) The $5. Art. Capitul, Leopold. 
belongs only to the EleQors;z and all theſe 
things they doin their ow» Names and Rights, 
and not as the Miniſters of the Emperor. 
Nor doth: it afte& their Power fo much as 
expreſs the way of having or coming by 
it, that they acknowledge their Domi- 
nions to be Fees holden of the Emperor 
and Empire , for ſeeing they tranſmit them 
as an Inheritance to their Children, the 7-- 
veſtiture 15 rather to be conſidered as a fo- 
lemn Rite, than as a real and true Colla- 
tion or Gifr, ſeeing it cannot be denied to 
any that deſireth ic within the time pre- 
ſcribed by the Law. Their Oath of Alle- 
giance, which they make to the Emperor, 
is underſtood with a faving of their Rights 
and Priviledges ; and even thoſe that are 
acknowledged to be Equals each to other, 
are yet frequently mutually bound one to 
the other by Oaths. Nor doth their ap- 
pearing in the Diet, at their own Char- 
ges, prove that they are Subjects ; for that 
Is common to a!l the Aflemblies of Allies or 
Confederates. Nor doth theic contributing 
to the Neceſlities of the Empire prove 
their Subje&tion for the ſame reaſon. And 
laſtly, That which ſeems the hardeſt of all, 


* viz, That any of theſe States may be ſyed 


in the Supreme Tribunals, or Courts , or 
Chambers of the Empire 3 and if they be 


.convided of any great Offence againſt the 


Empire, that they may be proſcribed , and 
deprived of their Dominions z for even this 


'} is common to all Confeceracies z and there 


KR 3 Is 


is 


The Preſent State of 


is an Example of it in Ancient Hiſtory, in 
the League of the Amphyftores and Achean, 
amongſt the Greeks: And in our own times,the 
Confederate or United Provinces thus for- 
ced Greningey, and bridled it for ſome time 
with a Citadel. Bat then the States of 
Germary are very well ſecured the enjoy. 
ment of theſe vaſt Liberties. (Capit, Le. 
pold. Art. 28.) But then, if any one of 2 
Confederate or United Society ſhould in- 
ſolently and injuriouſly inſult upon another 
Confederate, without pretending to claim 
any Superiority, the reſt of the Confederate; 
would have reaſon and right to curb the 
Exorbitant Member, and force him to do 
them Juſtice. 


ef 


CHAP.VI. 
Of the Form of the German Empire. 


I. S the Healch of Natural Bodies, and 

che Strength and Ability of Arti- 5,02, 9 

ficial Compoſures reſults from the Harmony Empire. 

of their Parts and their Connexion or Union 
with one another;ſo alſo oral Bodies orSocie- 
ties are to be eſteemed ſtrong or weak, as 
the Parts of which they are compoſed, are 
found well or ill formed and united ro- 
gether, and conſequently as the intire form 
or whole of them are elegantly or irregu- 
larly and diſorderly formed and united. 
It will appear ſufficiently in what has been 
already faid, that the Government, State, 
or Empire of Germany hatch ſomething of 
Irregularity in ir, which will not ſuffer us 
to bring it under any of the {imple or re- 
gular forms of Government, as they are 
uſually deſcribed by the Maſters of Poli- 
ticks : We muſt therefore the more accu- 
- rately enquire what its true form is, be= 
cauſe the far greateſt part of the German 
Writers have made groſs and fooliſh Mi- 
ſtakes, through their Igaorance in Politicks, 
and ſencele(s tranſcribing one another with- 
out any Prudence or Confideration, by 

which they haye multiplied their Books. 
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'The Preſent State of 


I muſt therefore here beſpeak the Pardon 
of my Reader, if by the ſubject of my en- 
quiry I am forced to uſe more Schook 
Subtilties or Diſtin&tions than will plezſe 
thoſe that love not that ſort of Learning, 
becauſe without them it is not poſſible to 
make a true' Repreſentation of, or paſs a 
ſolid Judgment on the preſent State of 
Germany, The Truthis, a few words would 
fatisfie all wiſe men, if the Follies of ſome 
men that have had the good fortune to be 
approved, had not made it at once neceſſq- 
ry and troubleſome to confute and expoſe 
them. 


All the Heredi- 2, As to the ſeveral parts of this Em- 


Fary Stares art tire, ſeparately taken or confidered, there 
—_— : no Tificaiey 3 for all the Secular Princi- 
palities which go by Inheritance, the Eccle- 

fiaſtick, which paſs by Election, and the 
Earldoms, they are all adminiſtred and go- 

verned like Monarchies, but with this diffe- 

rence however, that in ſome places the Prin- 

ces are abſolute, and in others they are li- 

mited by certain Pats, or Agreement with 

The Free Ces their Provincial States. Amongſt the free 
+4 oa Imperial Cities, fome are under an Ariſto- 
FAR cratical Regiment , the principal manage 
ment of Afﬀeairs being 1a their Senates, into 

which their Principal Citizens are elected 

by the Suffrage or Voices of the Senate; 

and here the Senate is no way {ubje& to 

the People; nor bound to give any account 

£0 them of their Adminiſtration of the 

Publick Afﬀeairs. In other places the Pops: 

Jace. is uppermoſt, and the Forms democrat 

| | "--h 
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The German Empire. 
cal, and here the Senate is filled by the 
choice of the Tribes or Companies, and 


they have alſo a Power to call the Senate 
to account, 


3- But then the German Writers are by The Forn of 
no means agreed what Form belongs to the *b! whole Body 


whole Body of the German Empire , which y ag xl Toa 


regular Syſtems 


is an infallible fign of an irregular Form, 
and no leſs alſo of the Ignorance of theſe 
Authors, who with ſmall Abilities and 
little Learning, have pretended too haſtily 
to write of what they did not underſtand 
yet I do not remember I ever ſaw one 
Author that did ſay, it was a Demecraſie 3 
yet ſome have had (o little wit as to fay, 
none were parts of this State, but thoſe 
that had a Right to vote in the Diet ; in 
this, without doubt, blindly following 4ri- 
fotle, who defines a Citizen to be ove that 
has a Right to acliberate and wote in the Com- 
monwhtalth Affairs. Now, if we could grant. 
this, then it wouid be a Demecrafie, be- 
cauſe all its Parts are compoſed of the 
States only, who have every one of them 
a Right to debate and vote in the Diet, 
and the Emperor is the Prince or Head 
of the State, but he that ſhould extend 
that Definition further than the popular 
Cities of Greece, for whom only it was 
made, would certainly be guilty of very 
great Ablurdities : For, who can think that 
Freemen (and Gentlemen too) who have 
great Eſtates and Families of their own, 
and live in Kingdoms or Commonwealths, 


are not to be accounted * Members of + Circ 


their 


May pretend 
the Empire 3s 
#n Ariſtocra- 
fie. 


The Preſent State of 


their Government, though they are admit- 


ted to no ſhare of the Government ? or, 
Who in a Kingdom can think the King 


the only Member, or in an 4-ifocracy would 
eſteem none ſuch but the Senators ? 
4. The greateſt part of thoſe who pre. 


rend to exquiſite Knowledge in Politicks, 
and a great love of the German» Liberty, 


pretend it is meer Ariſtocraſie 3 theſe main- 
tain their ſaid Opinion by thele following 
Arguments. 1. There is no reaſon (fay 
they) that any man ſhould be removed 
from this Opinion by the outſide appez- 
rance of things which ſeem to repreſent to 
us a Monarchy, viz. The proud Flouriſhs 
of great Titles, and the ufual Forms of 
Addreſs ; much of which is owing to the 
Genizzs of the German Tongue, which abounds 


' In ſuch vain, inſignificant, Juxuriant Ex- 


preſſions, and the reſt proceed from the 
ancient form of Government, (which was 
indeed Monarchical) though the preſent is 
nothing leſs; for they in truth are in poſ- 
ſeflion of the Supreme Authoricy , who 
diſpatch the greateſt Affairs of the State as 


they themſelves think fit, by what Title 


{oever they are call'd. 2. That it 1s not 
at all contrary to the nature of an Arif 


 crafie, to have an Head a little higher than 


the reſt, who may be the Director of their 
Councils, and the Preſident of their Se- 
nate, and on that Score be of greater Au- 
thority than the reſt. 3. That the form 
of any State ought to be diſtinguiſhed from 
the manner of ics Adminiſtration 3 which 

diſtinction 
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The German Empire, 


diſtin&ion is to be thus explicated : "That 


it ſometimes happeneth, that one State imi- 
rates the manner of Adminiſtration proper 
to, or very like, that of another Form of 
Government, or which at leaſt may have 
ſome ſigns of it. Thus, if a King that is 
2 real Monarch, thinks fit to conſult his 
People, or a Senate of them, the firſt of 
theſe will ſeem to. have ſomething of a 
Democrafie, and the latter of an Ariſto- 
crafie, and yet, after all, the Form is a real 
Monarchy, and nothing elſe ; for theſe Con- 
ventions of the People or Senate are no- 
thing but an Aſſembly of Counſellors, and 
the King has no neceſſary dependance on 
them. Andon the contrary, in a Demecraſie 
or Ariſtecraſie, the principal Magiſtrate or 
Prince of the Senate, who has the Office 
of conſulting the Senate or Aflembly in 
all publick Afﬀairs, of executing the Laws, 
and enforcing their Decrees, and in whoſe 
Name the publick Acts and Decrees are 
made ; will indeed be a lively Figure of a 


Monarch, but yet ſtill the Supreme Au- 


thority will nevertheleſs ſtill refide in the 
People or Senate. There are ſome indeed 
who oppoſe this diſtinction chiefly on this 
ground ; Becauſe the Form is the beginning 
or firſt mover of Operations, and they mult 
of neceſſity follow the nature of their efh- 
cient Cauſe. Now (fay they) the Form of 
a State is as it were the Fountain from 
whence all the Operations pertaining to 
the Adminiſtration of that State flow, and 
therefore it is impoſſible the Form my 
iter 
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Empireis 48 


Ariflocraſet, 


The Preſent State of 


differ from the Adminiſtration. To. this 
others reply, That we ought to diſtinguih 
in theſe Caſes between what one Jo in 
his own Name or Right, and what he doth 
in anothers- In the firſt of theſe there 
can be no difference between the Form and 
the Manner of Adminiſtration 3 in the lat. 
cer it is not impoſſible for a man to ſeem 
tro be what he really is not : The thing 
in ſhort is thus 3 The different Forms of States 
or Governments reſuit er ſpring from the dife. 
rent Subject, ts whom the Supreme Power i; 
committed or annexed, as it is a ſingle Perſon, 
or 4 Council or Senate, confiſting of a few men, 
or of all the People 5 but then, what Miniſter; 
are emplayed by them that have that Power x 
the executing of it, is nothing to the purpoſe, of 
all oze. IT might fay alſo, that Axiom on 
which the Argument reſteth, is only true 
in natural Agents, but cannot rightly be ap- 
plied (as it 1s here) to free Agents, who 
can govern their Actions as they pleaſe them- 


ſelves. 


5. But then, though theſe things may 
thus with Subtilty enough be diſputed in 
che Schools, yet no wiſe man will thereby 
be perſwaded to think the German Empre 
is an Ariftocrafie, eſpecially if he has any 
competent degree of Civil or Politick Ex- 
perience and Knowledge, becauſe the Ef 
ſence of an Arifocraſie lies in the commit- 
ting the Supreme Authority to a fixed and 
perpetual Senate or Council, which has 4 
Right to deliberate, conſult on, and deter- 
mine all the publick Concerns 20d Afr 

of 
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The German Empire. 
of that State, committing only the daily 
2nd emergent . Aﬀairs to ſome Magiſtrates, 
who are to execute the ſame, and are 
bound to give an account of their Actions 
to that Senate : Burt then there is no ſuch Se- 
nate in Germazy 3 for the Chambers of Spire 
and Fienna do only judge of Appeals ; and 
the Dizt is not holden as a ſctrled and per- 
petual Senate, which has the Soveraign N , 
thoriry, and is to dire&t all the publick 
Aﬀairs of a State, .onght to be: but has 
ever been call'd upon particular and emer- 
gent Cauſes. There are ſome ſo weak, as 
to conclude the German Empire is infalli- 
bly an Arifocrafie, only becauſe in the Diet 
things paſs by a majority of Votes ; for th 
many Kingdoms there are Parliaments or 
Afﬀemblies 'of the States, which are of the 
ſame nature with the Diets of Gernavy, 
and in them too the majority of Voices 
prevails, and yer they are Monarchies and 
not Ariſtocraſtes 3 as for example, England, 
Sweden, and Scotlavd, Whar is more uſual, 
than for a Syſtem 'of States, which are uni- 
red only by a ſtrict League and Combi- 
n2tion, to hold their Aflemblies, Diets, or 
Parliaments 2. And thus have all of them 
as much Power over the Members of 
their States, as the Diet of Germa#y have 
over the States, that compoſe ir. The So- 
ciety of the Amphyyones and Acheans in old 
times, and the Diets of the Cantons 1n Swit- 
zerland, and the Griſons, and the Aſſemblies 
of the United Provinces, in their States- 


fa!! 


General at the Haeve, in latter titnes, are. 
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.Ealily be thus anſwered :; There is no re 


The Preſent State of 


fall and clear Inſtances of. this 3 and -trye 
Ariſtocralies have all of them this in com- 
mon, viz. That no one in the Senate is 
ſuperiour to the whole Senatez and they 
all of them are bound as much to. obey 
the Decree of the major part of the Se- 
nate,. as any other Subject 3 and the Senate 
has. a Power of Life and Death over all 
the Members of it, which is by no meang 
true of the Diet of Germay: And.in an 
Ariſtocraſie the Senators have their private 
Eſtates, which commonly are greater than 
thoſe of the private Sabjects, yet not only 
che publick Revenues , but the private 
Eſtates of: the Senators are as much ſub- 
ject to the Laws. and Decrees of the Se- 
nate, as the Eſtates of private men : Butin 
Germany, if you remove out of the Com- 
putation that which belongs to. the ſeveral 
Members of the State, there will be no- 
thing left for the Diet or Body to diſpoſe 
of : And it would be a great abatement 
of the German Liberty to: aſſert the Diet 
there has the ſame Authority over the 
Eſtates of ics Members, that the Senate of 
the. moſt Serene Republick of Yezice has 
over thoſe .of its Senators. As to that 
famous. Speech of Albert Archbiſhop of 
Mentz, when the Eletors were con{idering 
whether they ſhould ele& Charles V. or 
Francs I. That the Government of France wa 
too Monarchical, and that the Princes of Get- 
many did rather incline to au Ariſtocraſie, which 
they ought carefully to - preſerve. This may 
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The German Empire. 


fon to ſuppoſe that Prelate had any exat 
knowledge of Politicks, and the ſence of 


what he ſaid is true, though he has ill ex- 
preſſed himſelf, viz *© That if the German 
© Princes were deſirous to continue in the 
* fame condition they then were, they were 


© to avoid the Empire or Government of 


©*1 King of France, whoſe great deſign it 
* ever Was, to reduce the Nobility of their 
© own Kingdom under the Laws of an Ab- 
* ſolute Monarchy, and would, without all 


© doubt, endeavour to do the ſame thing 
* in Germany. 


6. It remains now, that we conſider 7% German 
Empire no Re- 


gular Monar- 


whether it may be taken into the Liſt or 
Number of Monarchies or Kingdoms of 
theſe there are two ſorts, the Abſolute and 


| the Limited. In the firſt, the whole So- 


veraign Power 1s in the hands of the Mo- 
narch, (by what Title ſoever he is call'd) 
and he governs all the publick Afﬀairs as he 
himſelf pleaſerh.But in the latter the King is 
bound up by certain Laws in the exerciſe 
of the Soveraign Power. All thoſe thar 
have not exactly conſidered the Difference 


between theſe two Species of Monarchies, 


have committed great Errors, whilſt, be- 


cauſe the Emperor has not an Abſolute S0- 
veraignty, they falſly conclude, that he has 
not a Limited neither. Now, he that can 
think the Emperor 15 an Abſolute Ifonarch, 
1s wonderful filly, and the Arguments that 
are brought for it, deſerve rather to' be 
hiſſed at than anſwered ſeriouſly. | Ir is full 
as abſurd to fetch an Argument to hy 
the 
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the German Emperor abſolute, from the Y;. 
fions of Daniel, as from the Books of the 
Civil Law : That the Emperor has no Sy. 
periour but God, and the Sword gives hin 
no more Abſoluce Authority over the 
Princes of Germany, than it gIVes 0 the 
State of Holland over the other Six, why 
may as truly ſay this as he. As to the 
empty Titles,(as for example, that hes by al 
the States and Princes ftiled their moſt mer. 
ciful Lord, and that in the concluſion of 
'their Letters they promiſe much in the 
Matter of Loyalty and Obedience tohin) 
the Genizs of the Age, the Stile of the 
Times are reſponſable for them, and thers 
Is no more to be .expeted from they 
than from other Expreſſions of Honour 
and ReſpeR, in which the moſt unwilling 
to a&t is the moſt forward to promiſe 
what he never means to peeform. That 
Plenitude and Perfe&tion of Power which 


| the Secretaries and Clerks aſcribe to the 


Emperor, in: their Letters and Decress, is 
a meer Jargon of inſignificant words, The 


' States do indeed (ſwear Allegiance to the 


Emperor, but with a ſaving of their own 
Liberties and Rights. And I have already 
ſufficiently ſhewn what Power is thereby 
reſerved and ſecured to them ; bur touk 


any more words in ſo plain a caſe, werenot Þþ * 


only needleſs but fooliſh. 


7. The Opinion of thoſe who have aſcti 3 


bed to the Emperor -a Supreme Regal 
Power, but limited and reſtrained witiun 


the Bounds of certain Laws, has ſeemed 
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The German Empire. 
the moſt probable of all other to the 
greateſt part of men 3, and you ſhall alſo 
frequently hear this Opinion defended and 
ſtoutly maintained in the Schools of Ger- 
an : The firſt that appeared openly againſt 
this Opinion - was a nameleſs Author, un 
in the heat of the Imperial and Sweaiſh 
3 War, This Writer faich many things of 
2 unqueſtionable veracity , which no modeſt 
3 man can deny ; bur then it is no lefs ap- 
'2 parent, his implacable Hatred to the Houſe 
2 of Asftria has in other things mis-led and 
2 deceived him. The prohibiting the reading 


2 of this Book was the only thing that gave 


2 it Reputation, and made Learned men in- 


2 quiſitive after it; ſo that it was read with 


3 unuſual Application and Care: Yet how- 


2 ever, I ſhould never have mention'dit, hut 
'& thatT find many ſtill ſo fond of it, that 


2 they ſtill chink it an invaluable: Treaſure, 
3 and that all thoſe that have pretended to 


2 anſwer it, have rather trifled with the Sub- 
2} ject, or baſely flattered the Emperor, than 


I d:Aroyed his Reaſons. This Author has 
[3 well and clearly proved, that the Emperor 
# has nor a Supreme and Regal Authority 


3 over the Princes and States of Germany ; 
|-F but then. is ſtrangely abſurd , when he 
 # makes the Emperor ſubject to the States, 


| Fand gives him nothing but the naked Dig- 
 Enity of a'\ubordinate Magiſtrate, that wears 
2a great many proud Titles precariouſly be- 
$ſtowed upon him ; as if whereever the 
Monarchy is not Abſolute, it _ FOOny 
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ly degenerate into an Ariftocrafie, and x 
Prince muſt preſently acknowledge all 
thoſe to be his Superiors. whom he could 
not command and govern as he pleaſed, 
He that obſerves this one Miſtake, will be 
able by it to unravel and disbowel all his 
weak Arguments : And yer, beſides this, 
he mingles many other filly Fallacies, of 
which I ſhall mention ſome few to expoſe 
his Folly. To prove that the Soveraign 
Majeſty is alwaies in the Princes, he al- 
ledgeth, Thar it is in them when the Im- 
perial Throne is vacant. But who knows 
not that ? In all other Kingdoms, curing 
the Interregunm, the Soveraign Power re 
turns into the hands of the People, or of 
their Repreſentatives the States, witch yet 
they can retain no longer, than till they 
have made a new King : Nor doth a man 
preſently make every one his Maſter, to 
whom he willingly gives an account of 
his Actions : Ir 1s one thing to give an 
account to a Suyeriour, who can puniſh 
me if I have not performed my Duty to 
his ſatisfaction, and quite another thing to 
do it to one who expects it according to 
an Agreement to that purpoſe mave be- 
rween us; and it is yet leſs, whenl doit 
to preſerve my own Reputation. and with- 
out any other Motive or Reaſon. Thus 
Kings, when they begin a War, endea- 
vour to fatisfhe all the World in the Ju- 
ſtice of their Cauſe. Thus one Compa- 
nion or Partner gives the other, and 4 
Guardian gives the Pupil when he comes 
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to Age an account of his Adminiſtration, 
Nor is he anothers Maſter and Superiour, 
who can remove him from his Office ; for 
that a man may by Compact and Agree- 
ment be preferred to the management of 
their common Concerns, ſo that neither of 
theſe may have any dire& and true Au- 
thority or Soveraignty over the other, and 
{o when he doth not pleaſe the other Par- 
ty, and for that cauſe 1s depoſed or turn'd 
out of his Adminiſtration, it has no other 
eff-& or cauſe than the breaking off rhe 
Bargain made with him, becauſe he has 
not performed his part of the Contract, 
and (atisfied the Conditions of the Cove- 
nant. And yet perhaps a man might doubt 
whether all chat was done in the Cafes of 
Henry IV. and Aaelph of Naſſaw, were legal- 
* ly and regularly done, but that it 1s no- 
* © torious the Reverend Biſhops of thoſe Ages 
| were the principal Agents in thoſe Aﬀairs. 
What he {9 largely argues from the Power 
of the Diet are true, as to the matter of 
Fact, bur nothing to his purpoſe for which 
he alledgeth them 3 for though the Empe- 
ror can in truth do nothing againſt rhe 
Conſent of the States, yet I think it is a5 
true, that no man ever heard the Srates 
pretended to do any thing withour the Con- 
ſent of the Emperor. The Eledtors, in 
theig Capitular, do preſcribe to the Empe- 
ror what he ſhall, and what he ſhall nor 
do; not by force of any Authority they 
have, or pretend to have over him, but 
by way of Contra : So that if the Ems 
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peror ſhould pretend to enjoin any thing 
contrary to his Covenants with them, they 
may ſafely and lawfully not obey him in 
thoſe Inſtances : But then, this ſprings from 
the nature of all Contracts, and not from 
any Authority the Electors have over the 
Emperor. That 1s more probable yer that 
he alledgeth from Ancient Cuſtom and the 
Golden Bull, viz, That if the Emperor ſhould 
happen to be complained of, in certain par- 
ticulars, he ſhall be bound to anſwer the 
Complaint before the Count Palatine of 
the Rhine, And it is well known, thatthe 
Three Spiritual Eleftors cited Albert I, Em- 
peror, before Rudolph Count Palatine to plead 
his Cauſe and detend himſelf 3 but chen, 
when they had fo great a Criminal to con- 
teſt with, they relied more on their Swords 
and Armies: than on their Counſel or Judge, 
Bur then, fince the Date of the Golden Bull, 
there is not one Example to be found of 
any ſuch Suit commenc'd againſt the Em- 
peror, that I have read of, The Riſe of 
that Authority which the Count Palatine 
has, did, without doubr, {pring from his 
Office, which in ancient time, as 4Zazor of 
the Palace, he exerciſed in the Kings 
Court : For as he exerciſed a real Jurifdi- 
Gion over the other Courtiers, ſo it any 
thing was demanded of the King, which 
was doubted of, it was wont to be re- 
f-rrd to the Examination of the Count 
Palatine, to whoſe Sentence the King ſtood, 
not becauſe he owned the Count (who 
*-was his Servant and Subject) for his Supe- 
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rior, but becauſe when he once knew the 
Petitioner had Right ro whar he asked, it 
was beneath a King to do him wrong : 
As we have known many Princes in Ger- 
many, and elſewhere, who when they 
doubred of any Debt demanded of them, 
have anſwered the Claim in their own 
Courts. And yet it is not to be ſuppoſed 
char theſe Courts have any Authority over 
their Princes, or could force them to pay 
thoſe Debts , if the Reverence they bear 
to Juſtice, the Publick, and their own Pri- 
vate Conſcience, and the deſire they natu- 
rally have to preſerve a good Reputation 
in the World, did not much more power- 
fully move tem to pay them, than the 
Authority of theſe Courts, which are ma- 
naged by their Subjects and Servants. And 
[ believe the States of Germany think they 
are happy enough in this Priviledge, Thar 
the Emperor can exact nothing of them 
againſt cheir wills 3 and that the Wilelt of 
them would diſclaim the Invidious Liberty: 
of commanding their own Emperor. 


8. Doubtleſls the Emperor would with Ti? 4rg:ments 


great facility compound the Diſpute with 
our Hippelitus, and obtain his Leave to con- 


pretend it 15 4 
Limited Mo- 


tinue a Prince ſtill, and not be reduced by yarcky, anjwe- 


him to the mean condition of a Subject: red. 
But they are not fo eafily bafed, who al- 
!ow the Emperor to be a Soveraign, but 
Limited King, and aſcribe unto the States 
great Liberties, but tempered too by Laws, 
and fo place Germany in the Liſt of Li- 
mited Monarchies 3 for, as for thoſe who 
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prate of mixed forms of Government, they 


can never difintangle themſelves from the 


Objefions brought againſt them, for thar 
not only all kinds of mixture can produce 
nothing at laſt but a monſtrous deformed 
Government, but ir 15 alſo certain none of 
the Notions of that kind will art all fir 
Germany, in which the whole Supreme Po- 
wer is not undividedly in the hands of 


many, -nor are the Parts of it divided be- 


tween divers Perſons or Colleges here, 
But to return ro our former Monarchiſts, 
They pretend that the Capit»/ars made with 
the Emperors when they are choſen, are 
not at all inconſiſtent with the nature ofa 
Limited-Monatrchy 3 as for inſtance: That 
he is bound to adminiſter the Government 
according to the Fundamental Laws, and 
ro require the Conſent of the States in 
their Diet, for thoſe things that are of the 
greateſt moment : That he cannot enact 
new Laws without their Conſent, not 
change any thing in the watters of Religt- 
On, nor make War or Peace, or enter 
Leagues, without the Approbation of his 
Subjects : That he muſt determine their 
Comroverſtes in certain known Courts, 
and by Stared Laws and Methods. And 
whereas the Princes and States ſwear Fi- 
delity both ro the Empire and the Emperer, 
this they think may be thus explained: 
That they will obey the Emperor as far 
a* he ſhall employ their Aſſiſtance and Tres- 
fures to the Publick Good, and as far as 
is exprefled in the Laws 3; and that 2s # 

| the 
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the reſt of the States, they will live like 
good Neighbours and true Fellow-Subjects. 
Bur ſtill at laft there are two things that 
will not ſuffer us to reckon Germany a- 


mongſt the Limited Monarchies : Firſt, In Two4;gmns 
every Limitted Kingdom, though the King egaivſt This, 


is bound up by ſome certain Laws inthe 
management of its Government, yet after 
all, he ſo far excells all his Subjects, that 
none of them dares preſume to compare 
his Liberty or his Rights with che Power 
of his Prince; and therefore all the Nobi- 
lity depend on the Will of the King, and 
are reſponſable to him for their Actions. 
Now, that it is otherwiſe in Germany, is 
known to all the World; for none of the 
German Princes or States will acknowledg, 
that the Dominions which are under them 
are more the Emperot's than they are theirs, 
or that they are bound in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of them ro have reſpe& more to the 
Service of the Emperor, or the People, 
than to their own Perſonal Profit and Ad- 
vantage. But on the contrary, every one 


of them 1s ſo far a Soveraign, that he makes - 


War upon his Neignbours at home or 
abroad, and entereth into Leagues with his 
Neighbours or Foreigners, without ever 
conſulting the Emperor ; and every one of 
them that can truſt to his own Forces, or 
thoſe of his Allies, looks upon the Reve- 
rence he ows to the Emperor, as a meer 
empty piece of Pageantry. To conclude, 
every King, how Limited ſoever he may 
otherwiſe be, muſt ſtill have ſufficient 
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Power left to command all the Forces of 
his whole Kingdom, and dire&t them ax 
he thinks fit, fo that the laſt Reſort may 
be to him, and the ſaid Forces be united 
in him as their Head, for the procuring 
the Common Good, ſo that they may ({cem 
2]l of them to be, as it were, animated 
2nd governed by one Soul. Now he thatcan 
ſee or find this in Germany, muſt be won: 
derfully quick-{ighted 3 for there he thatis 
call'd their King, has no Revenues from 
the Empire, but is forced to live by his 
own Juice, there being no common Trex- 
{ure; nor are there any common Forces, 
but every Prince and State diſpoſeth of 
the Forces and Revenues in his own Ter- 
ritories, as he or they think fir, and only 
contributes to the Publick fome {mall mar- 
ter, and that after tedious Delays, and much 
humble Attendance and Courtſhip for it, 
All which things have been fully andclear- 
ly proved in the Chapter before this, and are 
tound evident]y true. in the Actions of thele 
Princes, 

9. There is now nothing. left for us to 


iregularSyſtem (yy, but that Germany is an Irregular Body, 


and like ſome mis-ſhapen Monſter, if it be 
meaſured by the common Rules of Po- 
liticks and Civil Prudence. So that in 
length of time, by the Lazy-eaſinels of 
the Emperors, the Ambition of the Princes, 
- andthe Turbulence of the Clergy or Chuich- 
men, from a Regular Kingdom it ſunk and 
degenerated to that degree, that it 1s not 
now ſo much as a Limited Kingdom, & 
Fes Wy OY Bs Fe] 
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the outward Shews and Appearances would 
ſeem to inſinuate fo much) nor is it a Body 
or Sſtem of many Soveraign States and 
Princes, knit and united in a League, bur 
ſomething (without a Name) that flucates 
berween theſe two. This Irregularity in 
ics Conſtitution affords the matter of an 
inextricable and incurable Diſeaſe, and ma- 
ny internal Convulſtons, whilſt the Em- 
peror 15 alwaies labouring to reduce it to 
the condition of a Regular Empire, King- 
com, or Monarchy 3 and the States on the 
other {ide are reſtleſly acquiring to them- 
ſelves a full and perfe& Liberry. But then, 
as it is the nature of all Degenerations, 
that they go forward in their Degeneracy 
and Corruption with great Facility, ( it 
being a down-hull motion) but they can 


hardly, and with much difficulty, be redu-. 


ced to the priſtine or ancient ſtate 3 for, as 
a Stone laid on the edge of a Precipice or 
Downfall, is with the {ſmalleſt Thruſt thrown 
down to the bottom, but it is: not to be 
replaced again at the top without great and 
almoſt inſuperable difficulty : So now Ger- 
many, without great Commotions, and the 
utmoſt Confuſton of all things, can never 
be reformed or reduced to the Laws of a 
Juſt and Regular Kingdom , but it tends 
naturally to the ſtate of a Confederate Syſtem. 
Nay, if you take away the mutual Bond 
or Tie between the Emperor and the 
States, (I ſuppoſe he means their Oaths ) 
Germany would then truly be a $ſfem of 
States, united in an unequal League, _ 

| | thoſe 
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thoſe that are called the States, are ſtil! 
boutid to reverence the Imperial Majeſty, 
as their Head. For a Free State, We may 
take for our Example of this, the Leagye 
between the Romans and the Latin People, 
before the latter were reduced into thecon- 
dition of meer S»bjefts, So the Generalſhip 
of Agamemnen, in the Warlike Expedition 
of the Greeks againſt the Trojans, was of the 
ſame nature: And it commonly comes to 
paſs, in length of time, that he thar isthe 
Superiour 1n theſe Leagues, if he has much 
the advantage of his Allies in point of 
Power, by degrees he finks them into the 
condition of meer Subjects, and ſo treats 
them. Thus the beſt account we can poſ- 
ſibly give of the Preſent State of Germay, 
is to ſay, That it comes very near a Syſtem of 
many Soveraign States, in which one Prince or 
General of the League excells the reſt of the 
Confederates, and us cloathed with the Orna- 
ments of a Soveraign Prince ; but then this Body 
is attackd by furious Diſeaſes; of which I 
{hall treat in the next Chapter. 


The German Empire, 


I 
Mn worows ature i  EGEEI > es 


pi = >= 
__—_ _” ns 


LOSE WEE es... og neg. nan 


a = > XS, 
— i CFR I » 
262-5 ni Man 
bf i Ip PR c 


= - m_—M 5; —__ 5 *F- == 
- — = WE NESS —— 5+ > 
© Gent EE 7 _ 
—— 2-4 2. = 
= 


>= = 
_— 
=, == 


- =2————=- = = 
a WIT = I <: _ 
= —— 
 —— 42. co ic = 
— => I = 
- ri 
b? s Je A 


CERES 


- ow 
: —— T: 
== 


—— 


CHAP. VII. 


Of the Strength and Diſeaſes of the 
German Empare. 
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i. P HE Forces of any State may be 
confidered as they are in themſelves, 

or as by reaſon of the elegant Structure of 

its Form or Conſtitution they may be uſed. 

Forces conlidered in themſelves, confiſt in Th! Subjefs of 

Men. and Things, As to the firſt of theſe, #7 Forte. 

Men, Germany has no reaſon to complain 

that it wants numbers of them, or they 

Wit or Ingenuity 3 there is fo great a mul- 

titude of the principal Nobility, and they 

too are in ſuch ſplendid circumſtances, that 

there 1s ſcarcely the like to be foundelſe- 

where in all the World. The Gentry or 

Inferiour Nobility are neither for want of 

Ground, or by their over-great number 

compell'd to condeſcend to the exerciſe of 

mean and ſordid Arts ( Trades.) Perhaps 

yet there are more of them employed in 

Learning than is convenient, though amongſt 

the many Graduates there are not many 

eminent Scholars. Of Merchants, T radel- 

men, and Mechanicks there is a great plen- 

ty: But then in many places there 15 now 

a Want 
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Husbandmen 
moſt wanted, 


A vaſt Army 
may be eaſily 
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4 want- of Husbandmen, conſidering the 
largeneſs of the Country. This is owing 
partly to the Thirty years-War, by which 
Germany was moſt miſerably deſolated; and 
partly becauſe the Countrymen ae of that 
Temper, that as ſoon as they arrive at any 
conſiderable Eſtate, they pur out their Chil- 
drefi to Trades, as thinking thoſe that live 
in the Cities much more happy than them- 
ſelves. Though I can ſcarce think that any 
Man had fo much leiſure as to take anexa& 
account of the Cities and Burroughs of Ger- 
many, yet I believe no man would be ſuſpe- 
Red by one that knew that Country, ifhe 
ſhould ſay, that an Army of Two Hun- 


dred Tons Men might be levied, by 


taking out” of every City five men, and 
out of every Burrough-Town one, or two 
2t moſt. For a Specimen of this, there are 
ſome Authors that ſay, That in the Ten 
Circles there are 1957 Cities, Towns, and 
Caſtles, beſides the Kingdom of Bohemis, in 
which,in the Reign of Ferdizand I. there were 
102 Cities, and 303 Towns, and 258 con- 
{1derable Caſtles, 171 Monaſteries, and of 
Villages 30363. : In Sileſia thereare 411 Ci- 
ties, 863 Towns, and 51112 Villages, In 
Atoravia there are 100 Cities, 410 Towns, 
30360 Villages, and before the Proteſtants 
deſtroyed them, there were 11024 Mcnilte- 
ries, Priories, Abbies, and Nunneries. Thus 
Ferdinand Tl. is, by his Zeal for the Church of 
Reme, {aid to have brought into her Com- 
munion One hundred thouſand ren. This 
Nation 1s not only thus wonderfully Pops: 
OUS, 
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Jous, but from all times of which any me- _ 
' mory has been preſerved, it has been ever pris 
famous for War, and greedy of Military un» 
Glory, ſpending freely , for a liccle Money, 
ics Blood in all the Nations of Exrope, As 
they are not -over-hot in their Pafſtons, ſo 
they are very conſtant, and have Souls very 
capable of Diſcipline and Inſtruction. Nor 
is this Nation leſs to be admired and com- 
mended for their Mechanick Arts and Inge- 
nious Manufactures: And which crowns all, S:544y and 
and tends wonderfully to the Security and £93{tat i 
Welfare of Societies, they are not at all 5” #05. 
inclined to promote Changes in their Go- . 
vernments, and can with Patience and 
Submiſſion endure the moſt Rigid Govern- 
ment. [_* 7 cannet forbear ſaying, the Engliſh _ of 
* Nation has all the German Virtues, which they Gifercs. 
© brought over with them, but theſe laſt , far 
*no Government will long pleaſe us, being too 
* much additted to hepe for better days in other 
* Publick Circumſtances : And we are certainly 
* the Nation in the whole Warld that can the 
* worft bear an overlooſe remiſs Government, or a 
"rigid ſevere one, eſpecially if zot regulated exattly 
'by Laws, | 

z. Amongſt the things in which the 7 !%epon! 9 
Strength of a Nation confiſterh, the firſt 9%, 4-4 
that is to be conſidered is, the Comntry It je confuered. 
ſelf: As to the extent of it; that may ea- 
lily be known, by travelling from Calſuben 
upon the Balrick Sea, in the further Pome- * 
ramia, to Pontpelgart, upon the River Alain, 
33 Miles from Bafil co the Feſt ; or from 
the furtheſt parts of Holſtein; IN, , to the 
| fartheſt 
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fartheſt part of Carniola, S. E. or from Liege 
in the #7. to the utmoſt Eafterz Border of 
Sileſia, In this vaſt-extended Region, if 
you except the top of the Alps, there are 
very few places which produce nothing uſe- 
ful to the Life of Man 3 but there are eye- 
ry where that Plenty of Neceſfaries , thar 
it wants nothing from abroad, but what 
may promote Luxury and Superfluous Plez- 
ſures. The Mines, and ſome Rivers, afford 
2 little Gold, and all its Precious Stones 
are of ſmall value : Bur then there is ſome 
Silver,and great plenty of Copper, Tin, Lead, 
Iron, Quickſilver, and other Metals of les 
price, digged out of the Earth in very 
_— places. The Fountains afford as 
much Salt as the Country needeth, though 
in all the Countries bordering on the Sez, 
and the Navigable Rivers, they generally 
uſe Salt brought from France, Portugal, and 
Holland, They have great Plenty of Corr 
and Fraits of all forts, ood, Cloathing, both 
Linen and Woollen 5 dS alſo Horſes, great Cattel 
and ſmall, and wild Beafts; and they want 
not thoſe Liquors that will make them drunk. 
So that in the whole, Germany may be eſtee- 
med a Wealthy Region, becauſe it not 
only produceth- thoſe Metals of which Mo- 
ney is minted, but all other things too, 
which are required to the Support or Plea- 
fure of Humane Life, in that plenty, 
that it can ſerve all irs own Inha- 
bitants, and afford great quantities to be 
tranſported to Foreign Nations, and thoſe 
that are imported from. abroad, are either 
muci 
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much leſs in value, or ſuch things as the 
Germans might conveniently live withour, 
ifthey knew how to ſuppreſs their Luxury, 
or lay by their Lazineſs and Folly. As 
for example : How eaſfie were it for them 
to be well content with their own ine 
and Beer ? Or if they are not ſufficient to 
make them drunk enough, they might 
quicken the operation thereof with the 
| helliſh ſteams of Bzandp, and in the mean 
time never know or regard the Spani/> and 
French Wines. How ealie were it for the 
Germans to Cloath themſelves with their 
own Cloth, made of their own Wools, 
and leave the Spaniſh, Enpliſh, and Hollanders 
to wear theirs too ? Or if they are taken 
with the beauty and finenels of chem, then 
they ought to have encouraged their own 
Workmen to mend the Manufacture. Nor 
would it be any Grievance to the Germass 
to want the 1taliav Silks : Or if they muſt 
needs be well and finely clad, the parts 


about the Khize produce ſufficient quanti- - 


ties of 2dulberry Trees ;, and 10 they might 
have Silk too, if the Inhabicants could once 
perſwade themſelves tro mind ſomething be- 
tides their Vineyards : - Thus having /41- 
berries and Silkworms, they might (if they 
pleaſed) learn the Art of making " 
And though ic may perhaps be reaſonable 
to impute the Germans affecting the French 
Faſhions to the ſimplicity of this Nation, 
as believing ic becomes them much more 
than their own : Yet it cannot be denied, 
but it is a piece of intolerable Folly to _ 

their 
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cheir Stuffs, which are not fit for us ; nay; 
the very Name of Frexch Goods enhaun- 
ceth the value and eſteem of what would 
otherwiſe be {lighted : The Frenchmens ya. 
rying ſo often the Figures and Forms of 
their Stuffs, is not an Argument of their 
Levity and Inconſtancy, as ſome think, but 
a very crafty Deſign, for by this means 
they prevent the German Workmen from 
ever imitating them 3; though in truth the 
greateſt part of the Artificers of Germany 
think it a Sin to vary from the received 
method they have once fſetled in their 
Trades 3 nor can they poſſibly perſwade 
themſclves, that there is any thing in the 
new Inventions which is good, or to be 
imitated; becauſe forſooth it was not known 
to their Grandſires. Lafly, If Germany could 
poſſibly command and rule its own Luxu- 
ry, much leſs Szgar and Spices, which with 
other things 'of that nature are brought 
from the Eaft and Feſt Indies, would then 
ſerve it. 
fon many ell 3. Not doth Germayy want the means of 
what will «29. drawing to it ſelf the Riches of other 
-y ex a Tad, Countries by Commerce : To that purpoſe 
it is required, that the Situation of a 
Country be convenient for the paſſage of 
its Inhabitants go other Nations, and alſo 
the reception of Strangers amongſt chem 3 
and laſtly, that the Inhabitants may have 
ſomething to ſpare, which they may ex: 
port into Foreign Nations. Now all thoſe 
Cities are very conveniently ſeated for a 
Trade, which ſtand upon: the Ocean and > 
| | _ Bats 
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Battick Sea, and the Inland Towns which. 


ſtand upon great and navigable Rivers, on 
the account of the cheapnefs of Carriage: 
for all Merchandiſe which is carried by 
2 Land-Carriage, affords lictle profit; by 
reaſon of the charge. The Goods which 
are exported out of Germany are theſe that 


follow. ron, wrought and unwrought, Their Comris- 
aitits. 


Lead, Quick filver, Wine, Beer, Brandy, Corn, 
wool, Courſe Cloth, and ſeveral forts of 
Chth, Linens, Horſes, Sheep, &c. And yetT 
cannot deny, bur after all, there appears a 
far greater plenty of Money in other 
Countries, than in Germany 3 and there 
ſeems to . be many reaſons for it : Por, 


1. What wonder is it, that a Country 7: fe wants 


ſhould appear exhauſted, which has endu- 2fney, and the 
Reaſons why, 


red 2 War of Thirty years continuance, 
and has in ail that time been — to 
the Ravage of frs own and foreign Soul- 
diers. 2, There are other Countries which 
are placed much better for a Trade - than 
Germany, becauſe there are very few, in 
comparifon of the German Cities, which 
ſtznd well for it 3 when as on the contrary, 
the Sea favoureth much more England, 
lal, Spain, Portagal, France, and the Nether- 


lands, 3. There are other Countries which | 


have Countries fabje&t ro them that | are 
no parts of them, and fo repreſent the 
Wealth of many Nations in a {mall room 
crowded together. This is the caſe of 
Spain, Portugal, England, and Eeoftand; buc 
Germany has no Dominions without its 
own Bounds to enrich it. 4. The Beaury 

M and 
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and Greatneſs of the capital ” Cities in 
other Countries, in which the Wealth of 
a whole Nation is ſometimes contracted, 
firikes the Eyes, and excices the Wonder 
of a Stranger. Thus many ignorant Pev- 

le judge of the Riches .of Frarce by Paris, 
by London and Lisbonne they judge of Eng- 
land and Portugal ; but in fo vaſt a Coun- 
try as Germazy, the Riches, which are {6 
very much diſperſed, muſt neceflarily ſeem 
leſs than indeed they are. 5. Much of the 
Money of Germany is by the Folly of its 
Natives carried into foreign Countries, for 
Commodities they might either have at 
home, or eafily be without. 6. I know 
- not whether I ought not to add, Fhat the 
Travels of the German Youth into Foreign 
Countries, ſpends much of thetr Money, 
which is drawn over into thole: parts ; 
for though perhaps it is not amiſs to have 
the German Ruſticity and Dulneſs allayed 
and tempered by the Converſation of Fo- 
reigners; yet I think on the other {ide they 
deſerve Scorn or Pity, who bring out of 
Ialy no other Improvements, -but a Sett 
of Sins, unknown before in their native 
Country, together with ſome new and un- 
beard-of forms of Swearing, and Blaſphe- 
ming God. Nor doth France. for the moſt 
part return thoſe that travel in it with 
any better Accompliſhments than that of 
a fordid Luxury, and an exact experimen- 
tal knowledge of the various degrees and 
kinds of the Venereal- Mange : Yet there 


are ſome who had nct the patience to 
earn 


a 
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earn the Title of a Door at home, -by 
many years Study and Applications , 
bur having taken a great turn in raly, or 
France, are ever after counted wonderfully 
learned: And a Foreigner teo may pur- 
chaſe the Title of Do#or much cheaper in 
Jaly than in Germany, and with leſs Breach 
of his Modeſty 3 and this and their Igno- 
rance is all they bring home with them, 
though in truth for their Honour it may 
be ſaid , There are a great many Germas 
Doors as errant Blbckheads as they. 


4 But then, ſeeing no man can pro- he Strength 


perly and truly be ſaid ro be ſtrong or ** 
weak, till he 1s compared with others, let 
us in the next place compare the Forces 


| of Germany with its neighbour Nations. 


Germany bordereth to the South-Eaſt upon 
the Ottoman Empire in Stiria, Hungary and 
Croatia, theſe two, though not parts of 
Germany, being its Ramperts. Now , tho 
the Twrks, from their large Dominions, 
can raiſe much more Money and Men, 
yet there is no great reaſon for the Ger- 
mans to fear them 3 for he can'only al- 
fault a corner of this Empire, where it 
terminates in a ſharp Angle like a Wedg, 
and that at a great diſtance from the 
Heart or Regal City of Tarkey 3 ſo that 
they never make an Hungarian War, but 
at a vaſt Charge and Expence. Nor are 
the Twrkiſh Souldiers to be compared with 
the Germas, when they are well exerciſed, 
for. Strength or Hardineſs 3 and therefore 
the Afar Forces are with great difficulty 
vo M 3 brought 


pared with its 


Firſt, with the 
Turks, 
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brought hicher, where they cannot bear the 
coldneſs and ſharpneſs of - the Air ; and 
whilſt all their Forces are thus drawn to 
the Extremicy of the 7»rbi/Þ Empire, the 
oppolice parts are left naked and defence- 
leſs to the Inroads of the Perſiavs , who 
ſeldom fail co take theſe favourable Op. 
portunities. And then, becauſe Servia, Bul- 
garia, and that part of H#zngary which is 
poſſeſſed by the Turks, is not ſafficient to 
maintain thoſe great Armies they muſt em- 
ploy againſt the Germans, the reſt of their 
Proviſions, and all their Ammunition, muſt 
be brought by a Land- Carriage, with vaſt 
Labour and Expence ; for, ro the great 
Good of Germaiy, the Danxbe, and all the 
other conſiderable Rivers, run towards the 
A fourth part Eaſt 5, {0 that Germany has very rarely em- 
of the German ployed above a fourth part of her Forces 
14s £9441 29 againſt the Tirks, and thoſe too much wea: 
kened' by the Cowardice and Diſcord of 

theix Commanders, and the want of Money 

and good Dilcipline ; and yer, after all, the 

Germans have oftner beat the Txrks, than 

the Txrbs have the Germans, yet the very 

Name of the Tarks is become terrible t0 

the common People of Germany, both on 

the ſcore of their barbarous and outragious 

Cuſtoms and Manners, heightned by the 

Artifice of the Auſtrian Family, which by 

that means the more ez{1ly drain their Pur- 

ſes; as alſo by the zealous Preachments of 

the Friars, who find their profit in theſe 

Terrors, which they raiſe in the minds of 

41 4dditiow their Hearers : | * And alſo on the account 
- 


by 
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' of che dreadfulDevaſtations they have made 
© whenever they have broke in upon that 
© Nation, by waſting all they could over- 
©rvn with Fire and Sword, and carrying 
{the Inhabitants into Slavery : But with- 
{in the laſt Seven years, the Germans have 
had ſo continual a Torrent of Victory 
© artending upon their Arms, that now 
the Tarks are become contemptible to 
© the Germans, and by the Bleſſing of God 
'n a few years, might have been 
(driven over the Helleſpont into Aſia, from 
* whence they firſt came, if the French 
'King, who began the preſent War, by 
©his Arts, had not, to prevent their utter 
* ruine, in the year 1688, began as deſtru- 
© ive a War on the other fide of the 
* Cerman Empire,which will inall probability 
*force the Emperor to fit down contented with 
* Hungary, Tranſylvania, Wallachia, Servia, and 
* Boſnia, and leave the Tarks in the Poſleſ- 
*fton of Bulgaria, Thrace, and 21aceaonia, and 
'a part of Albazia and Dalmatia, but much 
{funk in Courage, Reputation, Strength, 
'and Wealth, ſo that he is never likely to 
recover his Loſs again. ] 
5. Iftalp is very much intertour to Ger- Germany com- 

mary, both as to Men and Wealth, and pred with 
being divided into many ſmall impuiſfant 1: 

Yates, 1s not in a condition to offer any 

Violence to its neighbour Nations ; fo that 

theltalians are very well pleaſed, if the Empe- 

ror will but fit down with the loſs of his 

ancient Pretences to their Country ; eſpe- 

cially now that the Pope's Thunderbolts, 

FETs M 3 which 
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which heretofore were very dreadful,arenow 

for want of the former Zeal, become weak 

43d Poland. and contemptible. Nor is Poland in a con- 
dition to compare her ſelf in any reſpe& 

with Germany z and ſeeing the Intereſt of 

the Poliſh State 15, rather to defend what 

they have, than to make any Conqueſt 

ypon their Neighbours, and that the Ne- 

ceſlity of the Germas Aﬀairs muſt needs 

teach them the ſelfſame modeſty ; There can 

hardly be ſappoſed any Cafe in which 

the German Princes can be tempted to 

make a War upon Poland, except any of 

the Emperors ſhould intermeddle with 

their private internal Quarrels and Civil 

With the Danes Wars, The Dancs were never yet in a 
condition to ſubdue their neighbour Yam- 

burgers, much leſs are they able to attack 

the Forces of all Germany, who tremble ar 

every motion of the Swedes, The Ger- 

mans are nothing concerned to fee the 

Engliſh Maſters of her own Ocean, and, as 

With England, 1& were folly in the ZErglih to attempt 
| the {ubduing the Continent, {o the Germans 

have no Naval Forces that can diſpute 

their Soveraignty of the Ocean, or ought 

at all to be compared with the E»g4// 

With the Hol- Royal Navies. The United Statcs of 
pders, - Holland have neither Will nor Power to 
attempt any thing againſt the Empire of 
Germany, for theſe Water-Rats are altoge- 
cher unfit for Land-ſervice 3 and although 
they have Money in abundance, yet 1t 1s 
not for the Security of their own Liver- 
ty, to maintain t00 great 4 a ia : 
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G that they are well pleaſed, if the Gey- 
mans Will but fſufter them co enjoy the 
Forts and Cities they have taken and garti- 
ſon'd to defend themſelves from the Spa- 
wards, though belonging to the Empire. 
[© Theſe Towns belonged to the Duke- 4: Additier. 
©doms of Cleves and Jjzliers, and to the 
Archbiſhoprick of Cologne, and were all ta- 
' ken by the French, in the year 1672, and 
(in the Treaty of Nimmweges reſtored all 
*to their proper Owners, except Maeftrief, 
* which yet belongs rather to the Spaniards 
* than the German Empire, which having hap- 
'pened f1nce our Author wrote, was hereto 
* be taken notice of. ] The Spaniards ,;;;; Spain, 
have no Terricories which border upon 
Germany, Which are worthy to be compared 
with it 5 and Spain it felf is ſo very re- 
mote, and her Forces ſo exhauſted, that 
ſhe is not able to reconquer the {mall 
Kingdom of Portugal. Even Charles V, 
when Spain was in the height of all its 
Glory and Power, though Maſter of it and 
all the Auſftriav Domimons, and Emperor 
of Germany too, yet after all, he was not : 
able ro oppreſs the reſt of Germany, AS ,,:.; cen, 
to Sweden, though you conſider all thoſe Y 
Provinces ſhe has conquered on the South 
fide of the Baltick Sea, yet ſhe is not to 
be compared to Germany in Men or Mo- 
nies : For whereas ſome men have been 
{o much mis-led on the account of the old 
Proverb, which called Scandinavia, now 
Sweden, Vagina Gentium, the Sheath of Ne- 
tins (and on the ſcore alſo of the 1aze 

| M 4. great 
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great Victories obtained by the Swedes in 
Germany, under the Cenduct of Guſtavus 
Adolphus their King) as to think it is (upe- 
T1Our, Or at leaſt: equal to G ermany in Men 4 
yet wiſe men do very well fee and un- 
derſtand the true Reaſons of thoſe great 
Succeſſes, and that they proceeded neither 
from the Numbers nor extraordinary Va- 
Jour of the Swedes; for in the ſpace of 
Eighteen years, there was not brought over 
out of Sweden into Germany , above Se-. 
venty thouſand men, the far greateſt part 
of which returned- back again, and yet, 
during that War, there was ſcarce ever 
leſs lab an Hundred thouſand men of the 
Germans in pay 3 (o that the true cauſe of 
that wonderful Progreſs was the Diſcord 
of the Germaxs, the opportunity of the 
Times, which favoured the Sweaes, and 
becauſe all the Proteſtants being oppreſſed 
by the Auſtrians, looked upon Guſtavus 
Adolphas as a Deliverer ſeat to them for 
their Preſervation, from Heaven, But as 
to the now moft flouriſhing Kingdom of 
France, we may with greater probability 
doubt, whether it be not a Match for 
Germany; and yet if the Forces of both 
Nations be well confidered, without their 
Advantages or Weaknefles, « France being 


the ſtronger for being a regular Kingdom, 


and Germary the weaker for being a knot 
of Indev<ndent States) Germany is certainly 
the ſtrongeſt of the two 3 for, 1. It is 
much greater than Fraxcez and though we 
thould ſuppoſe it only equal to Fraxce, in 
tins be if i a point 
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yoint of Fertility, yet even then ir would 
excel! France as to its Minerals. 2. It has 
more Men than France, and the Germans 
have on many occaſions proved rhem- 
ſelves the better Souldiers of the two. 
3. As to the quantity of Money, it is very 
difficult ro determine on which fide the 
Advantage hieth, for it is not to be gueſſed 
how much Gold the preſent King of Frazce 
has ſqueezed out-of the old Horſeleaches 
of iis Kingdom , and how 'much he has 
encreaſed his Revenues, which is not to be 
taken into conſideration withour wonder : 
But then, at the ſame time, it is to be 
obſerved , that the! People of France are 
much more :haraſs'd, 'oppre(s'd, and ruin'd 
by their exceſſive Taxes, than the People 
of Germany are, and -that all the Wealth 
of France runs in one Channel z whereas 
in Germany it is divided amongt many 
Princes, and fo it will not fo eafily be 
computed or eſtimated, as it might if it 


were paid all into one Prince. | © Since 4s 4daition. 


*this Author wrote, there have been two 
' Wars between Germany and France, and 
"the ſecond is now depending. In the 
' firſt the Germ,aus were ever too hard for 
'the French, whilſt they fought them in the 
' Field, but the French drawing on the 
' War, the Germans were at laſt worſted 
*for want of Money, and much more 
'worſted in the Treaty, and after it ,by 
'the Treachery of the' French. But now 
* the Turks are reduced to ſuch an ebb, and 
' all Chriſtendome is united againſt ”"_ 


SY, 


\ The Preſent State of | 


© that all their Trade is cut off: The 
© Germays have apparently at preſent the 
* Advantage, and it- is not denied by the 
* French, who do what they can to ſepa- 
* rate the Allies .one fron} another ; if 
* they fail in this, -another Sumner 1may, 
* by God's Bleſſing, ſhew the , Worid, the 
*German Nation is much ſuperiour to the 
* French, and force that King to diſgorge 
© Lorrain, Strasburg, both the Al/atia's, and 
*the - Franche Comte, which have been got 
*more by Purchace and Surprize. than 
, : the Force of a generous and open 
* War. ; 


The Strngthof 6, But though we ſuppoſe Germay ſu- 


Germany com- 
pared with its 


Neighbours, 
wited againſt 
hey, 


periour to any of its Neighbours when 
{ingly taken, what may be the event, if 
they ſhould unite againſt her ? Here, in 
che firſt place we ought to conſider, that 
Intereſt of State will not ſuffer many of 
her Neighbours to unite againſt her ; and 
that the Forces of others are ſo much in- 
feriour to Germany, that there is no rea- 
ſon for her to be concerned how they be- 
have themſelves : And. laſtly, it ought to 
be -conſidered, thatithe other Princes will 
not fit ſtill, and ſuffer Germary to fall into 
the hands of any -one Prince, who would 
then be in a condition to opprels and en- 
flave the reſt of the European Princes : So 
that there will for ever be ſome Princes 
found,. wha will join with the Germar;, 
and .help them to preſerve their Liberty 
for their own ſakes, $0 that there is in 
eftet+but three Princes jn the World, nþ0 
© & q 
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at preſent are in capacity of ſubduing Ger. 
many, vis, The Turks, the Houſe of Auſtria, 
and the King of France. Now, it Is not 
probable any Chriſtian Prince will openly 
join with the Tirks againſt Germayy, no, 
not the King of France ; for the old Leagues 
the French had with the Twrbs, were only 
for the curbing the over-great Forces of 
Charles V. who was thea much too po- 
werful for Francis 1. King of France ;, but 
we are never to fear i League, in which 
theſe two Princes ſhall unite their Forces, 
2nd jointly at once invade Germany, to the 
end to make a Conqueſt of it; becauſe it 
would be both wicked and fooliſh to pro- 
mote the Aﬀairs of that barbarous Prince 
to that degree . who bears an immortal 
hatred to all that is call'd Chriftiay, Be- 
fides, as It is better for Fraxce, that Ger- 
ma ſhould continue as it 1s, than that any 
conſiderable ſhare. of it ſhould fall into the 
hands of the Twrks; fo it is better too for 
the T#rks, that. it ſhould continue in this 
divided ſtate, which makes it unfit to wage 
a War for Conqueſt upon its Neighbors, 
rather than to have it brought by the 
French into the ſtate of a well-formed Mo- 
narchy 3 becauſe if France and Germazy were 
once throughly united in one Prince's hand, 
tie Tark would have too much reaſon to 
tear what Fortune might betide his Con- 
fartineple, Nor is it the Intereſt of any 
of the Exropean Princes, to ſuffer the Houſe 
of Auſtria to reduce the reſt of Germany 
under their Dominion 3 and therefore I 
Fo | | Cal» 
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cannot think any of them would be { 
mad, as to promote them 1n 1t, or lend 
their Aſſiſtance to it. And as the Spaniard, 
who is under a Branch of this Family, 
might poſſibly be contented to do it, fo 
the French would certainly oppoſe it with 
all their Power, with whom, in that Caſe, 
the Swedes and Hollanders would join the 
more readily, becauſe they never defended 
the Germas Liberty, but to their own very 
great advantage. Nor would the Popein 
this Caſe be over-forward to aſflift the 
Houſe of Azſtria, becauſe though it would 
be very glorious to him , and profitable 
too, to reduce ſo many ſtraying Sheep 
into the Church's Fold 3 yet let the hazard 
or los of Sonls be what it will, he is nor 
to hazard the loſs of the Falzan Liberty, 
by making either the Emperor or the 
King of Spain Maſters of that Country : 
And if now the French (hould attempt the 
Conqueſt of Germany ; Spain, England, Ital, 
and Hollavd would all unite-with the Em- 
pire againſt him 3 the Dares perhaps would 
not be much concerned: at it, ſo be they 
might be delivered from the Terror of 
Sweden, though they for ever truckled under 
Fraxce : But then the affiſtance of the Sweats 
would in this caſe be very conliderable, 
eſpecially if that Nation happened to have 
then a Martial and a Warlike Prince. But 
then it has been long ſince obſerved, that 
the French muſt pay the Swedes very well 
for their aſſiftance ; the French would alſo 
expect to be the only Gainers 1a the = 
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of the War 3 for the French would never 
be pleaſed to fee the Swedes enlarge their 
Conqueſts in Germany, with their Money, 
to that degree eſpecially, that they might 
ever after deſpiſe the French Monarch. And 
on the other. {rde, the Swedes are very ſen- 


ible how fooliſh it is to ſpend their Bloods | 


to the Advanitage of the French, and not 
at all for their own Benefit, Nor are 
they ſo dull, but that they very well know 
2nd conſider, that when the French are once 
Maſters of the greateſt part of Germany, they 
will then pretend to give Laws to the 
Swedes, as well as to the Germans : And 
from this Conſideration: it is, thar there 
has for ſome time been a very moderate 
and lukeewarm Friendſhip between theſe 


ewo Nations. [ © Which fince the War in 4s 4dditios, 


*1672, in Which the French expoſed the 
* Swedes to all the Forces of the Branden- 
* burgers, and at the ſame time ſeized the 
* Dukedom of Denxpont, which belongs to 
* the King of Sweden, though it lies on the 
* Borders of France, 1s ſo much abated, that 
*it is verily believed the Swedes will wow 
*hearrily join with the Germars, to humble 
* France; and it is Certairk in this preſenc 
*War he has done what was poſlible to 
©prevent the Danes from embroiling the 
*North parts of Germany, which the French 
_ *paſſionately defired.] The French King 
growing weary of the diſtant Sweaes, 
houghe it more for his Intereſt, before 


this, to draw ſome of the German Princes 


on the Rhine into Leagues with him, and 


a3 
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as the Report goes, has not been ſparing 
in hjs Penſions to them, and upon all ac. 
calions ſhews himſelf very folicitous for 
the general Liberty of Germavy ;, offering 
himſelf as a Mediator, to compoſe any 


- Difference that happen to ariſe between one 


Prince and another, and 1s ever ready to 
ſend Money or Men to every one of them 
thar defireth either of them and in (horr, 
makes it his great buſineſs to ſhew them, 
that they may certainly expect more from 
his Friendſhip than from the Emperor's, or 
from the Laws of the Empire. Now, the 
man muſt be very ſtupid , who doth not 
ſee, that the End of all this Courtſhip is 
the opening a Way to the Ruin of the 
German Liberty, eſpecially if che Male Line 
of the Houſe of Aufria ſhould happen to 
fail. [© And the French King ſhould there: 
* upon obtain the Empire. Whea this Au- 
© thor wrote, the Emperor of Germany had 
*no Son : The Princes of the Rhine he 
f here hints at, are, the Ele&or of Cologre, 
*and the Duke of Bavaria, to whoſe Siſter 
*he afterwards married the Danphin his 
© Son, to fix him for ever to France ; but 
* all would not do, that Prince has (ince 
* ſeen his true Intereſt, as all the German 
* Princes too by this time do 3 and now 
* France finding the: wheeling way will ne- 
© yer do, has taken the way of Rage and 
| Conqueſt, having diſobliged the whole 
* World, and what the eyent will be, is in 
« the Hand of God. ] 


7-This 


The German Empire. 
- +, This bulky and formidable Body, 
which is thus united in the common Ap- 
palation of the Germans Empire, and if it 


Monarchy, would be formidable to all Ex- 
rope, Is yer, by reaſon of its own Internal 
Diſeaſes and Convulſions, ſo weakened, 
that it 15 ſcarce able to defend it (elf. 
[ *Nay, it 1s certain, if it were not po- 
'werfully aſſiſted by its Neighbours, it is 
* not able to defend it (elf againſt the French, ] 
The principal Cauſe of chis Impuiſſance 
and Weakneſs 1s its irregular and ill-com- 
pated Conſtitution or Frame of Govern- 
ment. The moſt numerous multitude of 
men is not ſtronger than one ſingle man, 
2s long as every man adts {ingly by him- 
felt and for himſelf ; all its extraordinary 
Strength is from its Union and Conjun&t- 
on. And as it is not poſhble that many 
ſhould join in one natural Body, ſo they 
may certainly be united into one Force, 
whilſt they are governed by one Council 
a common Soul. - By how much the 
cloſer and more regular this Ulmionis,ſo much 
the tronger this Society or Body 1s : But 


on the contrary , Weakneſs and Diſeaſes 


ever follow upon a looſe Conjunction and 
an ill-combined and irregular Union. A 


_ 


Germany 

weak by reaſon 
6f its irregulgy 
were reduced under the Laws of a regular Confitution, 


well compoſed Kingdom or Monarchy is Merarcty the 


certainly the moſt perfe&t Union, 
beſt firred for duration or continuance 3 
as for Ari focraſies, belides that, they can 
ſcarce ever conveniently ſubfiſt , except 
when the force. of a Commonwealth , 
4 CO e 


and the beft aud moſt 
for {ſig Govers- 
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colle&ted into. one ſingle City, yet ever 

then. in their own natote they are 'mwch 

weaker than Alonarcnes 5. for the {etene 
Commonwealth of Yerice is to be reputed 

amongſt the Miracles of the World. A 

* .Syftem of many Cities united by a League, 

is much-more looſe in its conjunction, and 

more eafily be diſlolved, ( which is 

Wherein the the Caſe of the States of Holland.) Ang 
Strength 0j2 here, that there may be ſome ſtrength iq 


S oy" nd ag 
-— * theſe kinds of Syfems, it is in the firſt place 


neceflary, that the Aﬀociated Cities or 
States have the fame form of Govern. 
ment , and be not overmuch diſproportio- 
ned in their Strength, and that the ſame 
- or equal Advantages may from the Union 
ariſe ro every one of them. And laſtly, 
It is neceflary, in this caſe, that they have 
come together, upon well weighed and 
great Reaſons, and affociated upon well. 
conſidered Laws or Conditions 3 for they 
that unite in a Society raſhly, and as it 
were in a hurry, without berthinking chem-- | 
ſelves very ſeriouſly what their future 
ſtate ſhall be, can no more form a regular 
well compacted Society, than a Taylor can 
make a beauciful Garment after he has 
cut his Cloth alt into Shreds and {mall 
Pieces, before he has teſolved whetherhe 
will' form it intd a Man's or a Womans 
+ 7jo 165, Garment : And it has long fince been ob- 
© 4 _— ſerved, that: Henarchs very rarely enter in- 
and Conm2 £0 2 fincere friendſhip with * Commonnealthe 
wealth; ſeldome Or Free Cities , though it be for a ſhort 
(i/ing, time: And it is yet much more difficult 
£0 
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to make a perpetual or laſting League, 
becauſe all Princes hate Popular Liberty ; 
and the People, or Popular States, do 
equally deteſt the Pride or Grandeur of 
Kings. And fuch is the Perverſeneſs. of | 
Humane Nature; that no man doth wil- 
- lingly fee one inferiour to himſelf in point 
of Power, live by him in an equal de- 
oree of Liberty 3 and Men very unwil- 
tingly contribute to the Common Char- 
ves, if they reap nothing, or but a very 
_ Advantage from the Common Pro- 


8, Now the State of Germany is ſo T1eDibath of 


much the more deplorable, becauſe all the Germany, 


Diſeaſes of an ill-formed Kingdom, and 

of an ill digeſted Hem of States, are con- 

junctly ro be found in it; nay, it is tobe 

reckon'd as the principal Calamity of (Ger- 

ma, that it 15 neither a Kingdom, nor a 

| Syſtem of States. The outward Appea- 
rance and vain Images repreſent the Em- 
peror as a King, and the States as Sab- 
ts; and m the moſt ancient times he 
was withour doubt a King, as he was 
allds afrer this, the 'Anthority of che 
Emperor'was from time to time dimini- 
hed, and the Liberties and Riches of the 
dates were encreaſed, till at laſt che Em- 
feror had nothing bur” 2 ſhadow of the' 
Kingly Power, as at this ' day it is, and 
ſeems hiker the General of an Afociation 
than a King. From hence proceeds a molt 
remicions Convalſion in the Body of the 
, N Empire, 


Pruſt each 
tr, 


Tie Statis em 
broiled one 
With anotier. 


The Preſent State of 


Empire, whilſt the Emperor and the States 
draw counter each to the other 3 for he, 


with might and main, by all waies, e- 


Tic Princes and deavoureth to regain the old Regal Pg. 
the Emperor di- wer, and they, on the other fide, are 25 


ſolicitous ro preſerve the Liberties and 
Wealth they have got the poſleſſhon of; 
from whence there muſt neceſlarily follow 
Suſpicions, Diſtruſt, and underhand Con- 
trivances to hinder each others Deſigns, 
and break each others Power : The fiſt 
effe& of this is, the rendering this other- 
wiſe ſtrong and formidable Body unfit to 
invade others, or to make any Additions 
to its own bulk by Conqueſt, becauſe the 
States are not willing that any thing ſhould 
be added to the Emperor's Dominions, | 
and yet it is not poſſible to diſtribute it 
equally amongſt them. And thete are | 
very many diſtracting Differences between | 
the States themſelves , on divers accounts, | 
and this makes them leſs happy than a * 
well-united Syſtem of States might be. } 
The States are under different forms of | 
Government, ſome of them being Princes, | 
and the reſt Free Cities, and thele are in- ? 
termixed one with another. The Free | 
Cities drive, for the moſt part, a confide- | 
rable Trade, and their Wealth excites 5 
the Envy of the Princes, but eſpecially * 
when a great part of their Trade and } 
Wealth ariſeth from. any of the Princes |} 
Dominions. Nor can it be denied, but } 
that (ome Cities, like the ”, wy 
| WE [ 
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ſwell'd too much to the damage of their 
Neighbour Princes, their Subje&s being 
drained away, and their States impoveriſh'd 
to augment the Cities, The Nobility are 
2pt to deſpiſe the common People, and 
they are as prone to value themſelves on 
the account of their Money, and to un- 
dervalue the Nobilities old Titles and ex- 
hauſted Dominions. Laſtly, Some of the 
Princes look on theſe Cities as a reproach 
to their Government, and think their own 
Subjects would live more contentedly un- 
G&r their Command, if theſe Inſtances of 
Popular Liberty were removed, and all 
occaſions of comparing their own Condi- 
tion with chat of cheir Neighbours in theſe 
Cities were taken away, From hence pro- 
ceed Envy, Contemt, Mutual Inſults, Su- 
ſpicions, ſecret Contrivances againſt each 
other, all which Miſchiefs are yet more 
manifeſt, and outragiouſly proſecuted be- 
tween the Biſhops and the Cities in which 
the Cathedral Churches are fixed : Yea, 
n the Diets the Princes do ever expreſs 
2 great Contemrt of che Cities, but the 
YA Emperor, 0a the contrary, doth alwaies 
 J cheriſh and prote& them, becauſe he finds 
Y them more obſervant of his Orders than 
the other States. Nor do the Princes them- 
ſelves bear chat mutual kindneſs each to 
other they ought, eſpecially the Secular and 
the Eccleſiaſtical Princes ; the Spiritual Prin- 
tes have the Preheminence or Precedence 
of the Temporal, on the account of the 
N 2 Sanctity 
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' Sanctity of their Office, and alfo becauſe 


their great Experience in the World and 
Learning is ſuppoſed to make them her. 
ter able than the Laymen to adviſe, which 
in the barbarous times begat them a grear 


* Authority in the State. Bur then the Tem. | 


poral Princes are now very much concerned | 


to ſee theſe Pretates, which are for the | 
moſt part the Sons of meaner Families | 


than themfelves, in a few years time 


equal, yea, and mount above them. as if | 
they had more of the Grace of God thay | 
themſelves. They are yer more aggrieved, 


becauſe theſe men cannot tranſmit their | 


Eſtates to their Poſterity, bur their Fami- | 


lies continne nn the fame eſtate it was be- | 
fore, but that many of theſe Holy Fathers 1 


have learned from the Pope to enrich their 
Kindred by Eccleſiaſtical Benefices and | 
large Donations, out of the Revenues of # 
the Church : On the other {tde,: the Pre- ? 
lates have more reaſon to -be offended ! 
with the Temporal Princes, who have in- 2 
rercepred and cut off ſo many of their old 
Preferments ; of which I ſhall fay more ! 
hereafter. Beſides all theſe char I have re- ? 


preſented, the Inequality of their Eftates 
and Riches is another Fountain of Ditcon- 
rent betwixt them : For firft, as 1s com- 


mon, the more potent contemn the wea- 2 
ker, and are but too apt. to opprels them; | 
and the weaker are as ready to complain } 
and ſuſpe&, and ſometimes to boaſt un- } 
ſcaſonably, that they are equally free "m_ ' 
tne 2 
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the moſt powerful, The very exalting the 
Fkors above the othet Princes, is a great 
cauſe of Diſcontent 5 whilſt the other 
Cares-are diſplealed at their Dignity, and 
charge chem with uſurping ſome things 
tiey have no Right to; and the Zlefors 
5 ftifly maintain what they have got as 
their Right and Due. 


9. Theſe would not be ſufficient Prin- 75! Difrences 


ciples of Diſorder, if the moſt effectual 
ative Ferment, which can poſſibly afte& 


of Religion 
cauſe great Di 
(eurbances and 


the Minds of. Men, I mean the Difference Diſquier. 


of Religion, were not added to all I have 
mentioned, which at this day divides Ger- 
many, and diſtracts it more than all the 
reſt, Nor is the diverſity -of Opinions 
ni the commonly practiſed, excluding 
each other out of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, (as Prieſts of diverſe and contrary 
Opinions uſe to do) the only cauſe of their 
mutual hating each other : The Roman 
Catholicks charge the Pzoteſfants, Thar 
they have deprived them of a great part 
of their Wealth and Riches, and they 
(200d men) are night and day contriving 
how they ſhall recover what they have 
thus loſt ; and the other Party are as well 
reſolved to keep. what they have got : 
Nay, they think they have ſtill too much, 
and that the Revenues of the Church, at 
this day, are a Burthen to the State, ſee- 
ng the Prieſts and Monks depend upon 
another Head, who is no part of the Ger- 
wan Empire, but a Foreigner, and an ever- 

N 3 laſting 
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laſting Enemy to their Country, nay, to 
all the Laity in the World , which he 
would fain. impoveriſh, that fo his own 
Followers might flouriſh, and flant it with 
their Spoils. If he could bring this about, 
there would then be a State within the 
State, and an Head to each of them : And 
this, to thoſe that love their Country more 
than the Church of Reme, ſeems the grez- 
teſt Miſchief that -can betide any State, | 
Nor is this a leſs Diſorder than the Jaſt, 
The Princes of viz, :That the Princes of Germany enter | 
hm Dent into Leagues, not only one with another, 
1nd Forezzn © But With Foreign Princes too, andthe more , 
Leeeves, Aecurely , becauſe they have reſerved to | 
SM themſelves a Liberty to do fo in the | 
Treaty of Weſtphalia, which not only di- | 
vides the Princes of Germany into Factions, | 
but gives thoſe Strangers an opportunity | 
to mould Germany to their own particular 3 
Intereſt and Wills, and by the aſſiſtance * 
of their Allies, to inſult on all the reſt of | 
the Princes, eſpecially when the Deſign of * 
thoſe Leagues is not levell'd againſt other | 
Foreign Princes, which might be born, but *# 
againſt the Members of the Empire. There ? 
are ſcarce any Footſteps or Trace of 7aftice | 
neither left in the Empire.z for if any Þ 
The wart ff Controverſieariſe between the States them- | 
Zajtice, anot"'s ſelyes, (which muſt often happen where | 
Faueef DT there is ſuch a number of them, and their | 
Dominions lie intermixed one with ano- 
ther) if they commence a Suit in the } 
Chamber of Spire, it is an Age <q : 
Cee oe de 
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they can hope to ſee an end of it. In 
that of Vienna, ( the Palace-Court ) there is 
0 much Parciality and Bribery, and after 
al, it is ſuſpected co chiak more than is fic 
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of the Place it is ſeated in: So that in Gey- 

my men for the moſt part right. themſelves 

by their Swords, and he that is ſtrongeſt, 

' has the beſt Cauſe, and feareth not to 

do his own bulineſls. Laſtly, How weak 

muſt that Government needs be, that has 

no common Stock or Treaſure, nor any 

Army to reſiſt the Invaſtons of Strangers, 

or for the acquiring ſome Provinces to bear 

the publick Charge. And how much bet- 7! wart of « 
ter were it for Germany to ſpend her va- - ——_ Ie 
ant men, who cannot live in Peace, in” 

her own Service, than to have them, as 

they now d9, run into foreign Countries, 

and there fſeil their Blood ar cheap rates, 

to thole who will employ them as mer- 

eenary Souldiers of Fortune. 


10, There are alſo a vait number of x, 6,11": 


Emulations and Controverlies, between an Conteſts be- 
me Inferiour States and Princes, which; do tween theStates 
much weaken the ſtrength of the whole _ DRem'e 
0" Germany, 
Body, It will be enough for us here on: 
ly to touch the principal of theſe Diffe- 
rences, The Houſe of Azſtria has raiſed a 
Jpirit of Jealouſie and Envy in all the other 
Princes of Germany, by its long Poſlefſion of 
the Imperial Dignity, and the vaſt Domi- 
nions 1t has by that means acquired in the 
Empire and elſewhere : Betides the old 
Quarrel betzveen the Houſes of the Elector 
| N 4 Pals- 
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Palatine and that of Bavaria, there is 4 new 
one concerning the Adminiſtration of the Pub. 
lick Affairs during the Vacancy of the Empire, 
which will hardly be determin'd, the one 
Houſe relying on us Power, and the other 
on its Right. In the Houle of Sax there 
jis a Conteſt and Heart-burning between 
the Lines-of Erneft and Albert, becauſethe 
former ſtripp'd the latter of the EleRoral 
Dignity, in the Reign of Char/es V. The 
Ele&or of Brandenburg will never forgive 
che Swedes, for their uſurping from him the 
beſt part of Pomerania, The Elector Pala- 
tive 1s hated by many of his Neighbours, on 
the account of ſome diſpured Rights he 
claims in their Territories , fo thar very 
lately they were for Arming againſt him 
ro recover them. And I cannot believe 
the memory of that old Controverlie is ex- 
cinguithed wholly, which embrotled the Fa- 
mily of Naſaw, with that of Heſſe, for the 
Terricory of Marpurg, Nor will there ever 
be a fincere Friend{hip between the Elecor 
of Brandenburg and the Houſe of Newburg, 
( which, {1nce our Author wrote, has ſuc- 
ceeded in the Electorate of the Lower Pa- 
latinate of the Rhine) on the account of the 
Inheritance of the Dukedom of 7zlier-. 
Who. can number now. the {maller Con- 
- troverſies depending between them ? The 
empty ' vain Conteſts about Precedence 
have kindled laſting Hatred in the Hearts 
of ſome of the Princes againſt each other. 
To this vaſt Inundation of Diſeaſes 6 By 
Seo leavin | oli. 
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The German Empire. 


Politick Body we may add (although of leſs 
conſequence) the tedious Proceedings in all 
Civil Cauſes, by which the moſt manifeſt 
1nd apparent Right is diſputed and deluded 
for many years : And the great variety of 
Monies which is current in Germayy, which 
being neither of good allay or due weight, 
brings great damage to the Commerce or 
Trade of Germary, and finks the value of 
the Eſtares of private men very ſenſibly. 
But then we are to afcribe the Luxury of 
ſome of our Princes, who being too much 
24dited ro Huntmg, take little or no care 
of their Eſtates and Subje&s, more to the 


Men than to the Form of that State; and 


we muſt grant, other States are as liable as 
Germany to theſe kinds of Miſcarriages, and 
we ſee them ſuffer as much by it. | 
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C H AP. VL 
Of the German State-Intereſt. 


7:4 Revedlessf 1. JF Suppoſe by this time it is ſufficiently 


theſe Diſeaſes 


(hewn, how many and great the Di- 


engnred unto. (eales of Germany ares tO aſſign the Reme- 


dies is a Work of greater difficulty, and 
which will not become a Stranger and a 
Traveller, If the Humanity of the Ger- 
”an Nation were not ſo great, that ſhe is 
apter to truſt and admire Foreigners than 
her own Natives. I hope too all wife 
men will eafily pardon the innocent Free- 


dom of a Man who has no Attachment . * 


to any of the contending Parties, and who, 
next the Proſperity of his own Country, 
wiſheth nothing more than the Proſperity 
and Welfare of the honeſt German Nati- 
on. But before I diſcover my mind in 
this Aﬀair, I think it is fit to conſider 
the Remedies propoſed by Hippolithm 4 
Lipide, for the Cure of the German Ca- 
lamities 3 for though many men have ad- 
mired his Preſcriptions, yet I have ever 
thought they were ill contrived, and not 
likely to contribute to her Cure, 

3. 
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2, In the firſt place he preſcribes Six : 
Laws, which he calls the Intereſt of ſuch od Fanor ro 
a State, and faith, They ought carefully to ! Lapide ex 
be obſerved in a State like to , that of nina. 
Germany, that 15, 10 an Ariſtocraſie, where the 
Supreme Soveraign Power is in the States, 
or great men, and nothing left to the Em- 
peror, but the Pomps and Images of a 
King: So (ſaid he) they ought, 1. To ſtu- Six Rules by 
dy the waies and means of Concord, and #* #ricribed 
to avoid Factions, 2. Not to ſuffer the - bntakorgg of 
Imperial Dignity to continue long in any # 
one Family, left by the long uſe of theſe 
Pomps and Images, a deſire of acquiring 
2 folid and real Soveraignty ſhould grow 
up in them. 3. Though the Power of 
directing and moderating the Offices of all 
the Parts to the Common Good is con: 
terrd upon a Prince or Single Perſon, for 
the greater union of the Commonwealth 
yet the Nobility ought alwaies to keep 
the Stern of the State in their own hands, 
and the Power of directing and ordering 
the things of great moment, to be exer- 
cifed in the Diet, which ought to convene 
frequently 3 or at leaſt they ought to ap- 
pane ſome Senate or Counſel, which ſhall 
de perpetual z which kind of Regiment 
was in uſe in the beginning of the Jaſt 
Age before this. 4. That nothing but the 
Enfigns of Royalty be left to the Prince, 
but that the Regal Juriſdiction and Pawer 
be reſeryed entire to the Commonyealth, 

#: That neicher che Life, Fortunes, or 
- | EY Fames 
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Fames of any of the Princes be truſted 
to the ſingle Juſtice or Diſcretion of the 
Emperor. 6. That neicher the Army, 


' _ *Miltia, or Forts, be under his fingle Ju- 


Six Remedies 
preſcribed by 


that Author 
rejected, 


 riſdiRtion or Government, Aﬀeer this he 


takes great pains to ſhew in how many 
particulars theſe Laws are violated by the 
Emperor, and ſome of the States them- 


ſelves, being very ſharp in his Reflections 


on the Houſe of Atria, and on ſome al- 
ſo of the Electors. Now, though theſe 
Laws were not wholly to be deſpiſed, yer 
feeing I have above ſufficiently proved, 
that Germany 1s no Ariſtocraſie, 1t is a folly 
to think che Safety of Germany 15 only [Ch 
be found in the obſervation of theſe 
Laws. 

3. The ſame Author preſcribes Six Re- 
medies for the curing all the Diſeaſes of 
Germauzy, 1, He recommends the Study of 
Concord, and a General Pardon, anda te- 


moving all Grievances by which mutual 


Hatreds are kept alive and nouriſhed in 
the minds of the Princes againſt each. other; 
and that they ſhould not divide into Fadti- 
ons on the account of Religion, and for 
that cauſe neglect the Pablick Safety. This 
Remedy affords a Copious Subject for a 
Scholaſtick Declamation, but can never be 
applied to the uſe of Germany, till all the 
Nobility of that Nation happen to be wiſe 
and good, and to govern the Motions of 
cheir Minds by Rules of Philoſophy. 2. In 


the next place, he would have the Houle 
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of Auſtria extirpated, and their Eſtates 
brought into the Common Treaſury. Now 
this is the Advice of a Hangman, and not 
of a Phyſician : As if every one that hap- 
peneth to be a little too rich, for his Neigh- 
bour's advantage, were preſently to be root- 
ed out and deſtroyed from off the face of 
the Earth : Bur ſuppoſe we ſhould obey 
the Tyrannical Law, who will dare to lay 
the Ax to the Root of a Tree, which has 
ſpread its Branches over fo many Provin- 
ces, ſo that it is not for the Intereſt of 
Europe to have all its Territories added to 
thoſe of any one or two other Princes 2 
Beſides, a part of the Princes of Germany 
2re heartily united in their Intereft and Aﬀe- 
ions to this Houſe; a great many of the 
reſt neither love nor hate it ; and the reſt 
of the Princes, when united, are not able 
to overthrow that vaſt Fabrick. They 
muſt chen call Foreigners to their aſſiſtance, 
2nd who, I pray, butthe French and Swedes ? 
For when Hippolizhus -wrote this Book, 
thoſe Nations were zealoufly at work to 
do this, and the Ignorant much - applau- 
dd them, becauſe they craftily pretended 
to defend the' German Liberty, which was 
oppreſs'd by the Houſe of A»fris., . Bur 
was it civil to expe they ſhould take fo 
much Pains, and ſpend ſo many Men,.and 
ſo much Money for nothing ? Not was 
there to be found any Lord Treaſurer; who 
would faithfally bring this Prey into. the 
Treaſury 3 wiſe men more rationally Cot 

ceive, 
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The Preſent State of 


ceive, that if they had' proſpered in their 
undertakings againſt the Houſe of Auſtria, 
the Princes of Germany would have been 
forced to take up the old Complaint of 
AEſop's Froggs, who inſtead of a Block had 
got a Stork for their King : And when the 
Houſe of Azria had been ruined, Ger- 
many muſt have had an Head ,' and there- 
fore our Author would have another Em- 
eror elected, whom from his common 
Place-book he adorns with the attendance 
and ſplendor of all the Virtues, only that 
he might be truſted with an empty Title, 
being deſtitute of all Regal Power, and 
appointed to be a meer Director and 4 
Magiſtrate, Now, there may be ſome uſe 
of ſuch a Preſident or Dire&or in ſome 
Ariſtecratich, City, where the Nobility all 
live within the Walls of the ſame Town: 
But as for Germany, if he would have (poke 
his mind out, he ought to have (aid, that 
it has no need of any Emperor. Our Au- 
thor, after all, has taken care to add 'as 
much to the Exchequer of his Emperor, 
as he has taken from his Power. It was 
oreat Pity ſo on 4 Prince, ſo virtuous 
a Man, ſhould live in want. But yet the 
Dominions of the Houſe of A»ffria were 
to be employed as the Patrimony of the 
Empire, and if this was not ſufficient, then 
he would needs have the Ele&ors reſtore 
what had been given them by Charles IV, 
Burt i the mean time, this Learned Gen- 
tleman ſeems to know nothing of the na- 
| _ 
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ture and temper of Mankind, -who thinks 
that a Prince who is poſſeſſed of ſo much 
Power as theſe are, will in the turn of an 
Hand be contentedly reduced to the ſtate 
of a private Gentleman ; and when the 
Houſe of Asftria is once dead and buried, 
theſe Ele&ors will be much lefs diſpoſed 
to part with what they have poſſeſſed 


above 3oo years ; for beſides that, Princes 


are ſo dull, that they cannot poſſibly un- 
derſtand the Dodtrine of their Confeſlors, 


when they prate to them about reſtoring ill- | 


gotten Eſtates 3 the Electors have here 
ſomething to ſay for themſelves againſt all 
che other States 3 for I will ſuppoſe that 
very many of them muſt return to very 
mean Cottages or Country-houſes, it they 
be equally bound to give an exact account 
how they and their Anceſtors got what 
they now enjoy 3 and therefore tis but juſt, 


that all men ſhould poſſeſs what they and 


their Predeceſlors have a long time potl- 
leſled. In the 4th. place, Hippolitus would 
have a mutual Confidence reſtored amongſt 
the States and Princes, and all Diſtruſt era- 
dicted 3 which, he ſappoſeth, would cer- 
ainly follow, if all Grievances and Injuries 
were taken away by a friendly. Compoſt- 
tion 3 and he thinks the greateſt part of 


theſe Jealouſies have ariſen from the diffe- 


rent Religions profeſſed in the Empire. 
Now, when theſe things had been con{ide- 
red in the firſt Article, what need was 


there to repeat them heze > What he 
further 


The Authors 
own Remedits 


propoſed. 
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farther ſaith of ſettling che Civil Goyern- 
ment, of taking away the Chamber ' ar 
Vienna, of maintaining a conſiderable Army 
in perpetnal Pay, of ſettling a Revenne for 
the Army and War', of employing the 
Annats to- that purpoſe, (hall all of them 
be confidered inthe following Sections, 

4. It is time now to produce our own 
Remedies, that it may be tried, whether 


we are more fortunate in diſcovering what © 


may - abate the 'German. Feaver, and pleaſe 
them roo at the fame twne. I know prof- 
fered Advice is ſeldom well refented, and 


wiſe men would never counſel any man © 


to offer unasked Remedies to thoſe that 
are ſick, becauſe they that are invited\and 
hired too for rhat purpoſe, are often for- 
ced to endure the Reproaches of their an- 
gry Patients. Privace men do very rarely 


meet with any other Reward than that of I i 
Contempt and Scorn, when they prefumeto & 


ive Advice to: thoſe that 'govern others ; 
efides, they will ever pretend, when the 
Diſeaſe is once found our, it 1s very ealie 
co diſcover the Cure alſo. Yer after all, 


left this ſmall Piece ſhould end abruptly 


and imperfettly, L will here ſubjoin a few 
things'; F lay this as a Foundation co all 
F (halt 'propoſe; viz. (That the depraved flate 


of Germany is berome” f0 moetenate and ve- 


meaileſs, that it canner be reduced back to the 
flate- of a Regular ' Monarchy, without the ut- 
ter Rits of the Nation and Government, Put 
theo, ſeemg 'it comes very near to m 

| are 
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ate of a Hſtem of ſeveral Independent States 7 
inited by a { eague or Confederacy, the ſafeſt 61 


courie it can poſſibly take, 15 (0) follow neareſt to a | 
thoſe methods which the Writers of Po. 9 of State; 


J liticks have preſcribed for the well-govern- 
J ing ſuch Societies , the firſt of which is, 
That they ſhould rather be follicitous to 
preſerve their own, than think of rakins 
1ny thing from their Neighbors. Their 
next greateſt care 1s £0 preſerve Peace ar 
home 3 and to that end ir is abſolutely ne- 
ceflary to preſerve every one in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his own Rights, and not to fu. 
fer any of the ſtronger Princes to oppreſ; 
iny of the weaker, that fo, though they 
re, as to other things, not equal, yet in 
the point of Liberty they may be all equal 
£1 ach to other, and alike ſecured ; that al! 
£1 old onc-dated Pretences ſhould be buried 
£1 nn eternal forgertfulneſs, and every one for 
EI the future be {ufferecd quieciy to enjoy what 
1 te now poſſefſerh. Thar all new Contro- 
1 verfies which may happen to ariſe, ſhould 
EI be referr'd to the Arbicremenr of che other 
£1 Alies in the League, who are neither byat- 
C1 {kd by Love nor Hatred ; and thoſe that 
1 ttfuſed ro ſubmit to their Judgment, ſhould 
IJ be compell'd co do it by all the reſt of the 
{I Confederates 3 ant if it bs thought fit to 
I point a Prince over this Syſtem, great 
I care muſt be taken, that he doth not take 
£4 into his Hands, or pretend at leaſt to 4 
{I dire Soveraignty over them. That the 
eſt way to prevent this, 1s 0 take care 
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that neither the ſtrong places nor the Soul- 


diery may depend on that Prince. That 
he is not only to be bounded by . certain 


and accurate Laws in his Adminiſtration, 


but a perpetual Council to be aſſigned 


him, which may repreſent the States, and 


govern thoſe Aﬀeirs with him, which eve- 
ry day happen in the ' Adminiſtration of 
the Publick Aﬀuairs, according to the Laws 
enacted in the Diets. That all Foreign 
Afﬀairs, which concern the whole Body of 
the Empire, ſhould be likewiſe committed 
to this Council, who ſhall give an account 
of them to their Principals, that at laſt 
they may be determined by the genera] 
Conſent of all the Partiesz and when any 
difficult Afﬀairs ariſe, let this Council have 
2 Power to ſummon extraordinary. Diets, 
which to the end they may be held with ch;e 


lefs expences, and diſpatch buſineſs the 


more quickly, there ought to be a new 
and more certain. form of Proceedings 
thought of : Bur then it doth not ſeem 
very probable, that the Family of A«ftria 
will ſuffer ſuch a Council to be introdu- 
ced, becauſe they will ever labour to keep 
their Power above controul. Nor will the 


cannot be tranſ- Preſent State of Germany permir the trant- 


mc another ferring the Imperial Dignity into another 
amily, 


Houſe, as long as there is any Male in 
that of Aſtria; therefore their Mocelty 
is to be wrought on, to perſwade them 
to be content with their preſent Grandeur, 
and not to labour to eſtabliſh a tay 4 
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Authority over the reſt of the States and 
Princes 3 and 1t will become the Princes 
manfally, and with united Hands and 
Hearts, to oppoſe and reſiſt all ſuch En- 
croachments, which tend to their preju- 
dice, and in the firſt place, to take care 
that none may league with one another, 
or with the Princes of the Empire, againſt 
any of the Members of it ; and if they do 
ſo, to render all ſuch Combinations inef- 


fectual 3 and if any Princes have any Con- 


troverſie with each other, to take all the 
Care is poſſible, chat Germazy may not be 
by that means involved in a War : Bur 
in the firſt place, Care ought to be taken, 
that Foreigners may not intermedale with 
the Aﬀairs of Germany, nor poſleſs them- 
{elves of the Jeaſt Particle of it; to that 
end all waijes that are poſſible are to be 
confidered, that they that border on Ger- 
many may not have the opportunity of ens 
larging their Kingdoms. which they fo pal- 
ftonately deſire, by raviſhing its Provinces 
from ir one after another, cl! cheir Con- 
queſts, like a Ganpreen, creep into the very 
Bowels of the Empire. If any thing of 
this nature happen to be attempted, let Ger- 
may preſently take .the Alarm, provide 
her Defences, and feek the Alliance and 
Aſſiſtance of thoſe whoſe Intereſt it is to 
keep any one Kingdom from mounting to 
too great and exorbitant a Power; and 
then, as long as Germany is contented with 
the defending what is her own, ſhe will 
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have no need to maint2in any very nume- 


rous Armies, yet the ought in due time 
fo concert the Numbers that every one 
ſhall ſend, in cafe of neceſfity : And Ger- 
mary may, from her Neighbour the Swedes, 
learn the methods of ma-ntaining an Army 


in the times of Peace with f{inall Expence, 


which yer thall be ready when occaſion 
ſerves, at ſhort warning, to draw into the 
Field for her defence. 


Tie Opintons of 5 Now it were very ealte for wiſe and 
ſome great men, go0d Men to'find- out all I have (aid, and 


congernng the 
aiff erent Reli- 
grons in Ger- 
many, 


all beltdes which can be neceſlary for the 
Safety of Germany, if they pleaſed calmly 
to apply their minds to it, who have the 
chief hand in the Government : But then, 
ſeeing the greateſt part of che World think 
the Differences of Religion the principal 
Cauſes of the Diſtraftion and Diviſion of 
the Empire, it will wel] become the Li- 


| berty I have taken in this piece to ſhew 


what wiſe men have ſaid of this thing in 
my company 3 for I am not fo weil acquain- 
red with Church-affairs, as ro interpole my 


own Judgment, and therefore I think it will W 
be lefs liable to Exception, to repreſent 


the Thoughts of others than my own, 
which I ſubmic,, &c. When I was once 
at Cilopze, with the moſt Reverend and II- 
Iuftrious Nuncio of the Holy See, to pay 
him my reſpects, I happened to ſay, Thar 


E could not underſtand the true reaſon of 


the great Diflentions in Germany ; on the 
Subje& of Religion, whereas in _— 
| where 
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where I had Jately been, there was no 
{ch thing. and yet there men had the ut- 
moſt liberty to think and believe as they 
themſelves pleaſed, for there every man 
was intent upon his own Trade and Bulſi- 
neſs, and not at all concern'd of what Re- 
ligion his Neighbour was. Upon this an 
Illuſtrious Perſon, who had ſpent a ereac 
par of his Life in the Courts of ſeveral 
Princes, but was now retired to live a 
very private life, begged the Nancio's Leave 
to ſpeak his own mind freely, which being 
granted : * Since (aid he) that travelling 
' Gentleman has mentioned a thing I have 
©yery long and (erioufly thought on, I will 
now diſcover what I take to be the moſt 
' probable cauſe of this thing, we being 
* now at good leiſure, and- I am well re- 
'folved not to approve my own former 
* Thoughts on this Aﬀair, 1f your Emi- 
'xence ſhould happen to diſlike them. AF 
'rer this beginning, ata diftarice from our 
' preſent times, he thewed how many He- 
' relies had, from the beginning, afflicted 
and diſtrated che Church of Chriſt, the 
'oreateſt part of which, in proceſs of 
'rime, vaniſhed of their own accord; but 
"then there had hardly happened any 
' chiſm, that had ſpread fo far, and ruin'd 
' {0 many private Families and whole King- 
' doms as this, which in the laſt Century 
"aroſe here. in Germasy, and was occaſton'd - 
' by ſome few Doctors of that Nation : 
: There were great Wits on both fides, and 

| Oz * they 
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Loſs exaſpe- 
Yates men great- 
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r they contended againſt each other with 
the moſt furious Paſſions, and to this 
* day there is not the leaſt hope of Putting 
*an end to this Quarrel, Ir is to no pyr:- 
. Poſe ro enquire into the ſecret cauſesof 
, this Aﬀaic, as far as Fate or Providence 
; are concern'd 3 but 1t will not mishecome 
my Profeſſion, to diſcourſe of the Nature 
* and Temper of Mankind. 
6. *©It is (faich he) apparent, that tryo 
* things above all others exaſperate and 
; enrage the Minds of Men, Contermpt and 
* Loſs, As to the firſt of theſe, I would 
* not be underſtood here to ſpeak of that 
* Contempt by which the Reputation and 
* Good Name of a Man 1s dire&tly op- 
© preſſed and trodden under foor, but of 
* that which every ordinary man thinks is 
* thrown upon him, when another ſhall but 
* preſume to differ from him in any thing; 
* for the Minds of Men are generally in- 
© feted with this fooliſh and unreaſo- 
* nable Diſtemper ; And it is hateful to 
* them, to find another diſpoſed not only 
* to contradict, bur even to diſagree with 
* them in any thing ; for he that doth not 
* preſently conſent to what another faith, 
© doth tacitely accuſe him of being, as to 
< that particular, in an Error'; and he that 
* differeth in many things from any man, 
"ſeems to inſtnuate that he is a Fool. 
* This Diſeaſe haunts the ſedentary part of 
*. Mankind, . above all others, who ate edu- 
* cated in the Schools, and wholly'taken up 
| | * WICH) 
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© with ſolitary Speculations, and conſequent- 
{ly not overwell. acquainted'with the #or1d, 
He that ſhall not reverence -all this 'me- 
'lancholy man has embraced as an Oracle, 
{15 preteatly his deadly Enemy. Nor was 
the War between the Romans and Cartha= 
* ginians, for the Empire of the World, ma- 
*naged with greater hear than that which 
* we have ſeen between ſome of the Lear- 
"ned World, about ſome few Syllables or 
* \mall Diſtinctions. An equal, nay, a grea- 
*ter Fury has raken poſſeſſion of theChurch- 
men, (the - Nuncio having in the beginning 
of his Diſcourſe promiſed hint the utmoſt 
Freedom.) © For whilſt every Sect of them 
* believes it has God on their fide, if any 
* man difftereth from them in any thing, 
© beſides the affront offered to their Autho- 
* rity, they are for accuſing him forthwith 
* of Impiety, Contempt of the Heavenly 
* Truth, Obſtinacy, and Unwillingnels to 
* be. brought over by another from a4 ma- 
© nifeſt Error : And yet, in the mean time, 
*it 15 a wonder, that they which pretend to 
* teach others the utmoſt Clemency and 
* Goodaels of the Chriſtian Religion, ſhould 
* not obſerve what horrid Paſhons they car- 
* ry about them. Or, let them ſhew. me 


* fome other fort of men, more ambitious, ' 


* covetous, envious, angry, ſtubborn, and 
* ſelfiſh than they, if this 1s poſſible, who 
* ſo ſoon as ever they meet a man that 
* differeth a little from them, preſently damn 
* him to rhe Pir of Hell, and will nor ſuffer 
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* God himſelf to reverſe their outragious 
* Sentence. Bur then, for men to be a lic- 
*tle more than ordinarily warm, when they 
* ind their beloved Wealth like ro be di- 
* miniſhed, that ( though not eften mentioned 
* for good Canſes) 15 not altogethet {o irra- 
* tional. | | 
* 7. But for the more accurate knowledg 
* of the Cauſes of our Diſlentions , it is 
© neceflary here to make a cloſe refleRtion 
© on the Tempers of the three Religions 
* which are now allowed a publick Liberty 
*in Germany; I ſhall not trouble my ſeif 
*with a curious Enquiry how well each. of 
* them can prove their reſpe&ive Doctrins 
* by the Authority of the Sacred Scriptures, 
© becauſe we are only allowed the uſe of 
* them for the Improvemenr of our private 


* Piety, and ſo are not allowed co ſuppoſe we 


Ye Temper of - 
the Lucherans 
con/ederen. 


* can underſtand them, and are bef{ides bound 
* to think our Church loves us too well to 
* deſtroy us by falſe DoEtrine ; yet we may 
* be allowed to ſee and conlider how far 
* the way they teacl1 us of goins ro Hea- 

* ven Will agree with our other Temporal 

© Intereſts ; for I cannot think the Deity ever 
* intended his Worſhip ſhould embroil and 
* difquier the World. Thar therefore I may 
© begin regularly, I will conſider the Latherans 
* in the firſt place, vecauſe they firſt deſer- 
* red our Holy Roman Catholick Church : 

* AndlI ſay, I could never yer find any thing 

* in their Doctrine which was contrary to the 

* Principles of Civil Prudence and Govern: 
| | * ment : 
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£ nent : The Power they aſcribe to Prin- 
© ces, for the governing Religion, is indeed : 
© not ſo favourable to the exceflive Gran- 
© deyr of the Prieſts 3 fo where it has pre- 
© vail'd, their Wealth is little, bat the 
* Commonwealth has the benefit of that 
* Abatement : The People are taught by 
© them to reverence their Magiſtrates and 
© Princes, as the Miniſters of God, and that 
* 211 the good works expected from them, 
*;s to dothe Duties of Good men : Nor am 
*[diſpleaſed,that they have retained ſo much 
* of the Ceremonial Part and the Pomp of 
Religion, which ſerves to divert the minds 
* of the People, who have not fence enough 
* to contemplate che Beauty of fimple un- 
* dreſs'd Piety ; So that though their Reli- 
* vious Myſteries are not adorned to the 
* frightfal height of Superſtition. yet they 
©2re in a decent and grave Drels, and ada- 
* pted to teach Mankind, that the Divine 
* Wiſdom and Power is able to effe& 
*thar which we are not able throughly to 
* comprehend z the very Rufticity and Sim- 
* plicity that appears in the Profeſſors of 
' that Religion, and which is ſo much bla- 
*med by ſome, is to me a ſign and ateſti- 
* mony of their Sincerity and Uprightnels : 
*So that as it is not poſſible to imagine a 
© Religion that can be more ſerviceable and 
uſeful ro the Princes of Germany, than that 
* of the Lutherans, we may from hence con- 
*clude, that this is the beſt for a donarchy 
* of any in the World. And if wy; 
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* had not been diverted by the conſidera- 
* tion of his other States and Kingdomy 
© he muſt, as Emperor of Germany, have 
* been thought: blind and impolitick, in not 
* taking the opportunity the Reformation 
© offered him, to enrich the Patrimony of 
* the Empire, when ſo many of the Prin- 
*ces and Free Cities had before ſhewed 
*him the way, and would very gladly have 
© permitted him to have ſhared in the Prey, 
© and the People were generally ſo taken 
* with their new Preachers, that he needed 
not to have feared them. As-to the 
© Calviniſts, or Preshyterians, it differeth very 
* little from the Lztheras, but only in their 
* great Zeal for {weeping out all the Roman 
© Catholick Rites and Ceremonies with the 
* Duſt of their Churches, and in a delign 
* to new-poliſh the Lutheran Dofrin', and 
© co make it more ſubtile 3 neither of which 
© Intentions are accommodated or luited to 
* the Minds of the meaner People, for they 
© are apt to fall afleep, when the whole 
* Service of God in publick is reduced to a 
* Pſalm and a Sermon ; and when it is once 
* made a faſhionable thing, to have the 
* meaneſt of men exerciſe their Curioſity 
* upon the moſt Sacred Parts of Religion, 
* the moſt perverſe and ignorant will ſoon 
* cateh the Itch of Innovating and Inven- 
* ting, and when they have once ſtarted a 
*new Opinion, they will perſiſt in and de- 
*fend'it with invincible tnbboraneſs : yea, 
* ſome of them have faln into Ca 151 

Fa | «Fool. 


The German Empire, 


* Follies, and with them ir was a great Sin 
f to have a comely Head. of Hair; Andit 
* has long ſince been obſerved by wiſe men, 
* That the Gennes of this Religion is purely De- <5 
* mocyatick , and adapted to Popular Liberty and 
© 4 Commonwealth : For when the People once 
'are admitted to a ſhare in the Govern- 
* ment and Diſcipline of the Church , ir 
* will preſently ſeem very unreaſonable to 
"them, that one Prince ſhould without 
them govern the great Afﬀairs of the State. 


"Theſe two Religions having ſpread them- The extent of 


* ſelves over a great part of Germany, by their 799 to Roti 
© mutual Enmity each to other, gave Op-**** 
* portunities to the Roman Catholicks to de- 

*{troy them both. Now what Reaſon can 

* any man aſſign for this, but the Perverſe- 

* neſs of their Miniſters, who were on both 

* fides more concern'd ro maintain their 
*Reputarions than 'their DoGrine, and they 

* thought that they ſhould certainly much 

\ fink in the eſteem of Men, if they ſhould 

ramely ſubmit their Judgments co ſuch as 

© explained things: better chan they could, 

* or taught them more Humility and Mo- 

* deſty than- they had occafion for ? For 714 ni#rnces 
© as for theſe two Parties, there 1s no Con- deftrutive, 

* teſt between chetm, which is attended with 

*any Gain or Los, ir being equally miſ- 

© chievous to: both -of them, to be forced 

* again to ſubmit to the Church of Rome, 

*And therefore ſeeing the Miniſters could 

* never be perfwaded to ſacrifice their Ob- 

* ſtinacy to the Peace of the Publick, ph 
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© been the Dury of the Princes, by degrees 
©to have laid theſe Controverltes aſleep, 
© not by violent methods, (which common- 
©ly exaſperate Diſſenters) but by oblique 
* ways and Artifice : For if Princes, in chu- 
© fing their Miniſters, would for the future 
* not regard the Names of Mens Parties, 
© but the Abilities and Endowments of their 
*Mindsz and if the Subjects were inured 
to bear an equal regard to both the Reli- 
© gjons 5 if the Miniſters were forbidden all 
; Piſdures in their Sermons , and eſpecial - 
*ly to anger the oppoſite fide. by ſharp 
* Refletions; and none were {ſuffered to 
*reach in the Schools but moderate and 
* prudent men, I doubt not but, in a few 
*years, all theſe Debates would end of 
* themſelves : But I believe, at the ſame 
* time, he would deſerve very ill of the 
* Church of Rome, who ſhould. give this 
* Advice to her Enemies. | * And I be- 
lieve this Advice would certainly end in 
che ruin of the: Reformation in Germany; 
for by that time any Pariſh had been Zx- 
theran and Calviniſt in their Worſhip by 
turns, two or three times backward and 
forward, as the Miniſters changed, they 
would care, for neither of them. but di- 
vide and hate each other mortally ; ſome 
would perſiſt in one way, and others in 
the other, and the major part would think 
this fickle unconſtancy in Religion an Ar- 
gument of the uncertainty of it, and with- 
out ever enguiring which were the beſt, 5 
jec 


into Factions at firſt, and art laſt deſtroy all 


The German Empire. 


je&t both, and fit down in Arheifm. Were 
the difference only in point of Doctrin 
and Speculation, like that of Predeſtinati- 
on amonel(t us, both Parties might be cole- 
rated ; bur different wajes of Worſhip can 
never be allowed in the ſame Congrega- 
tions withour Heart-burning Envy, Hatred, 
and Detrraction, which would break them 


Religion, the Modes of Worſhip being viſt- 
ble, and extreamly loved or diſguſted. ] 

*8. But now the Temper of our Rownn The Temper of | 
* Catholick, Religion is extreamly different *%* Roman | 
© from theſenew Religions ; for their Cler- <*M1=s- 
* gy own themſelves the Servants (Miniſters) | 
*of the Magiſtrates and People, thar their 
* Souls being by their Care and Pains en- 
* dowed with good holy Principles and 
* Manners, they may, after Death, be ficted 
*ro be tranſlated into Erernal Life: In the 
* mean time, the great Care of the Roman 
* Catholick Prieſts is ſpent in enlarging 
"their. own Wealth, Power, and Authort- 
*ty, and not in forming the Minds of che 
* People committed to their Cate to Piety 
*and Honeſty. And in truth, I have a great 
* while admired che Folly of our Prieſts, 
*in pretending to decide the Controverſies 
* depending between them and the Prote- 
* ſtants, by the Sacred Scriptures, when they 
* might have raken another courſe, that for 
* certainty and plainnefs would have been 
*equalto a Mathemarica] Propoſition : For 
*1f, according to the Uſe and Cuſtom od 
* (hg 
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* the Church of Rome, the great deſign and 
* principal end of all Religion be to pro- 
* mote the Riches and Authority of the 
© Prieſts, our Adverſaries are mad if ever 
* they write one word more tin a Contro- 
* verſte that has ſpent ſuch innumerable 
* number of Tuns of Paper, to no purpoſe. 
* For example fake, let us propoſe a few In- 
| ſtances.[t is pretended the Sacred Scriprures 
*are very obſcure, and all Laymen arefor- 
5 bidden-to read them on that pretence, that 
* fo the Prieſts may have the ſole Power 
* of interpreting them, and that the Lay- 
* men may not from 'thence pick out any 
* thing that (hall be contrary to the Prieſts 
* Intereſt. Traditions are added to the Sa- 
* cred Scriptures, that if any thing has hap- 
*pened .to be oinitted in the Scriptures, 
* which 15"neceſſary ro the former great 
© Deſign, it may from thence be convenient- 
*ly ſupplied : Nay, that whole Religion is 
* adorned with ſo many gaudy Ceremonies, 
* thar the Splendor and Pomp of them , as 
* well as the exceſſive number, may amuſe 
*the Minds of the common People, that 
* like men in an amazement and wonder, 
*they may never ſo much as think on fo- 
<lid Piety. To leave the remiffion and 
* forgiveneſs of Sin oniy to God, were 2 
* thing that would yield no profit to the 
* Prieſt, and therefore the Prieſts challenge 
* that, and know wondrouſly well how to 
* improve it to the beſt advantage, for they 
* will not diſpenſe fo profitable and gainful 

* a 
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© 2 whole Congregation at once, and then 
© be contented with ſome mean Preſent or 
© Salary, as the Parties concerned ſhall free- 
©ly give : No, they have taken order there 
: ſal be an exat Enumeration of Sins, and 


*the Taxing them is then left to the Diſc - 


* cretion of the Prieſt z and now, if the 
© Party confefling is rich, Paradiſe will go 
*ar a good price, though the Sins be free- 
{ly remitted, as they pretend ; for, Who 
* can be ſo hard-hearted, as not to give 
liberally to ſo good a Father ? Andif the 
© Party 1s poor, then the Prieſt will exer- 
*ciſe his Ghoſtly Authority with the grea- 
ter ſeverity. And in the mean time, whar 
*a vaſt Advantage it is to the Church and 
' Clergy to know all mens Secrets ? And 
* who would not revere the Maſter of his 
"Son! and Heart > And in ſhort, the Wir 
* of Man can never invent a thing that ſhall 
"turn more to the Giin and . Authority of 
*the Prieſts than. the aſs ; for, Who-can 
* deny the man that performs this ſaving 
' Office a good Reward 2 And who can 
* farbear worſhipping him that can by a ſe- 
*cret whiſper produce ſo venerable a Vi- 
* im or Sacrifice ? It is fit to deny the 
* Laity the uſe of the Cup to the utmoſt 
"extremity, that they may think the Church 
© never did, or can err. The number of 
"the Sacraments was not encreaſed for no- 
thing, bar to the intent men might the 
* oftner need the aſſiſtance of their 4: 5m 


on 
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© Who can tell what profit the Eccleſiaſti- 
© ca] Courts have drawn from Matrimonia 

« Caſes, all which have been brought un- 
© der their cognizance, only on the pretence 
© Marriage was a Sacrament ? Yet one 
©would think married men ſhould under- 
* ſtand all theſe Caſes full as well as they. 
© The vaſt Force they aſcribe to che Merit 
© of Good Works, as it excites, like a Spur 

*the ambitious and vain-glortous Piety of 
©Men: fo on the other hand, they have 
© craftily taken care to give us {uch a Cara- 
© logue of Good Works, as for the moſt part 
© tends to the enriching of the Clergy, and 
* doth moſt incomparably well agree with 
* the reſt of their Theological Syſtem. Nor 
©can I think the Fire of Pargatory was 
© kindled for any other purpoſe, but only 
* to lay, on that pretence, a Tax upon thoſe 
* who by Death had eſcaped all other Ju- 
* riſdictions, (and to make the {eparate Souls 
*2 Merchandable Commodity, which was 
| *never dreamt on before. The Invocation 
© of Saints encreaſeth very much the Gaity 
© of their Religion, and the Authority of 
© their Clergy, who by their Vote advance 
* whom they pleaſe to be Nobles in the 
* Court of Heaven. To add more to thoſe 
* who fo well know them, were troubleſome 
* and needleſs ; and in trach, whoever tries 
* the whole by this Rule, will ſee this was 
* the only thing that all is levelld ar, 
* The Hierarchy or Ecclefraftick Commonwealth 
© or Government, as they have ordered it, is a 
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* wonderful artificial Contrivance, ſo com- 
* pacted, ſo knit; cloſed, and fixed toge- 
© ther, that I think I may cruly fay, fince 
* the Creation of the World, there never 
* was any Politick Body fo well formed 
* and diſpoſed, and which had. ſuch ſtrong 
* Fotindations as this has ; for it is form'd 
*into a moſt exact Monarchy ; and the 
*King of 'the Prieſts has an Authority gi- 
* ven him equal to that of God. This 
* Uicar of God cannot err 3 and admini- 
*treth the Function of a 'Furn-key to the 
* Gates of Heaven .and Hell, with an Au- 
* thority above controul, and from which 
* there lies no Appeal. And in the better 
*and more fortunate Ages of this Church, 
© it was moſt firmly believed too, that this 
*King was the Diſpoſer of all Kingdoms 3 
* that he could depoſe Kings, and ſet others 
©up in their ſteads ; but now, alas! the 
*new: Doors have ſo traduced this moſt 
"uſeful Dofrin, that it is become hateful 
* and invidious to the very Catholick Prin- 
© ces themſelves, and they are fain;in ſome 
*Kingdoms, to deny they ever taught any 
* ſuch: thing : And becauſe the Majeſty of 
*this King depends only on the Opinion 
* of his Sanctity, they have wiſely contri- 
*ved, that ir ſhould paſs . by . Election, for 
*fear this Royal Blood ſhould degenerate, 
* and that this Throne may ever be filled 
* with'a perſon free from the defects of 
"Youth, and to the end he might be more 
*intent upon the Good _ the, CO, 
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* than the entiching his Family. © For this 
* laſt reaſon they haye denied Marriage to 


*all the Members of this Society (the 
* Prieſts and Clergy) that their Family-con- 


* cerns might not divert them, '(or: Wife 
* and Children make them ſubje& to' the 
* Wills of their Princes.) The multitude 
*and variety of their Religious Qrders is 
* very great, that there might 'be many in 
* every place, to take care of their Afairs, 
* and ſpread their Nets, and bait their Hooks 


*ro..catch the Eſtates and Goods: of the 


f Laity. Nor has any Temporal Prince in 
* the whole World ſo great and profound 


*a Reſpe& and Obedience paid to him 


* by all his Subjects, as this - Eccleſiaſtick 


* Monarch; and although there .are 'many 


* furious Emulations berween his Subje&s, 
*yet the Pepe wiſely takes ſuch care to 


* moderate and govern them, that they ne- 
£ yer bring any Damage or Diſturbance to 


* his: Kingdom. . Thus all the - 61d Orders 
* look 'yery diſcontented]y on thenew com- 
* pany of the 7eſaits, . becauſe it has much 
* abated the Eſteem they enjoy'd before ; 
* for after this wanton Age would no lon- 
* ger be bridled by the ſimple - ignorant 
* Sanity of the Monks, that holy Society 
© was invented, to the great good of the 
*Chmch, which at firſt with great Art ſup- 
* ported this falling Fabrick, by undertaking 
* the Inſtruction of Youth, Confeſhon of 
© Penitents, and a cunning Scrutiny intothe 
* Secrets of all men. Ho that many _ 
| "Y 
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* all that eb hath ſaid of the Leviathar, 
* may, in a myſtick ſence, be very aptly 
© applied to this Prieſtly Empire : No doubt 
*can reaſonably be made however, that the 
Religion 15 the very beſt: of all athers 
* which heaps moſt Riches and Honours 
'* on all its Votaries, and is furniſhed with 
* the heſt means of ſhearing the Sheep to 
* the very Skin, and at the {ame time keep- 
* ing them as quiet, and more obedient thari 
* choſe that have all their - Wool left on 
* them to keep them warm; I think: by 
* this time I have (ſufficiently proved, that 
* they have hitherto managed the Diſputes 
between the Catholicks and the new Tea- 
* chers very ignorantly ; for theſs Catho- 
* licks have ranged. their Antagoniſts a- 
* mong(t the Hereticks, and raiſed brutith 
* Cries againſt them tin all places, that they 
* ought to be extirpated: by Fire and Sword, 
* by. which they have made all fincere and 
© hearty reconciliation deſperate and impof- 
*ſible. - This has again forced the Here- 
* ticks to. take the utmoſt care *for their - 
*awn ſafety and ſecurity ; and when they 
* had once poſleſfed the Laity with a Suſpi- 
* cion. of the Priefts Sancity,;- it was a very 
*ealte ſtep, by ſhewing them the Prieſts 
* Wealth would be their reward, to draw 
*them on their (ide, and engage them to 
* be their Defenders : But if ar; firſt their 
* Brains had lain right, there might have 
* been means. found out to have ſweetned 
« tne Minds of the Laity, before they em- 
| P 5 © braced 
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braced that ' fide 5 and that ſmall Sz 
© Monk ( Lather ) might more ea(t]y have been 
*won to a reconciliation with the Pope, by 
© preſenting him with a good far Benefice, 
© than by all the Thunders of the Yaticas, 
©the force of which, by the diſtance of the 
© place, andthe coldneſs of the German Ajr, 
* was fo much abated, that by that time 
<it reached the Monk, the noiſe, the hear; 
©and the terror of it was wholly loſt. And 
© on the other {ide we cannot enough ad- 
_ *mire the folly of the modern Proteſtanc 

© Doors, that they ſhould, without bluſh- 
©ing, perſwade thoſe of the Church of 
© Reme to leave their preſent ſtate, and re- 
©nounce all their vaſt Wealth, and to come 
© over to them, that they may there be re- 
« duced into the mean condition of the vul- 
© 82r people, and work hard for a Living, 
© or ſtarve: For they have ſome reaſon for 
© what they fay, when they offer the Lay- 
© people more Liberty, and the Princes the 
© Spoails of the. Prieſts. . Yet to give the 
© Roman Catholicks their due ; after the Ter- 
*tor of. the firſt Defe&tion, and the Heat 
* of the firſt Reformers was abated, they 
*recollefted the Remains : of their broken 
* Forces with all the Induſtry and Care that 
© was poſſible ; and they have ever ſince 
*managed their affairs with more order and 
© {ubrilty. than the Reformed have theirs ; 
* for, to the -beſt of my remembrance , in 
* this preſent Century none of our Rewar: 
©Catholick.. Princes have become ay 
DOOR a | * put 
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© but ſome of theirs have returned intothe 

© Boſom of our Church 5 [Chriſtina Queen 4 4dditior, 
of Sweden, the Houſe of Newburo now Ele- 

cor Palatine, and fames II. late King of 

Great Britain, } This Gentleman was going 

on, when the Pope's Nuncio put an end to 

his Diſcourſe, by ſaying, Sir, you have (uf- 

ficzently ſhewed us what Skill you have in 

Chnrch affairs, and were you to preach theſe 

things in the publick, you would ſeldom waxt 
Auditors and Approvers, though I think the 
Proteſtants would not approve of them, Then 
looking upon me, he ſaid, It was rot con- 

wenient to have thus on a ſudden admitted this 
Lay-Gent, to the knowleage of a Secret which 

many thouſands make it their buſineſs to conceal 

from the moſt canning and accompliſhed Men the 

World has. 

9. Theſe things were once diſcourſed 59? Confar- 
with this liberty I have repreſented them, gh" —_ 
n the preſence of che Pope's Nuncio, WO —_ the * 
ſeemed to approve the Cindour of this old church. © 
Miniſter of State, and gave me ſuchencou- 
ragement and inſight into things, that from 
thenceforward I became lels ferupulous ro 
converſe freely with men of the contrary per- 

{waſton, whoſe Hearts are more open than 
thoſe of our own party are. Not long at- 
ter, I met with a man who was well 'ac- 
quainted wich the German Aﬀairs, and ſeem'd 
not very averſe to the Proteſtaut Religion, 
(which I ſpeak by way of Apology for 
what am going to relate, that you may not 
think I do approve cf all he (aid ) and giving 
free PEC p 3 hin] 
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him by chance -an account. of what I had 

\ -* heard in the fore-reciced Conference, he be- 
24n a little higher, and added; © That ina 
* well-conſticured Government there ought 
© to be ſome men et apart,-for the cele- 
© bration of the Holy Offices of Religion, 
* who ought to-have no other Employment, 
* and yet {honld be competently maintain- 
* ed. That it was alſo fit, that Churches 
* ſhould be built on the publick charge, 
* whole external beauty and magnificence 
* might. create in the Minds: of Men an 
* awlul regard to Religion, for the kindling 
* the Devotion of the Common People. 
*But then I think no wiſe man- will deny, 
* that thoſe men who are no way neceſ[a- 
*ry to the Service of God. nor employed 
* in his Worſhip, ought not to be called 
© or thought Churchmen, or of the Clergy, 
* and that what was employed in the main- 
* taining ſuch men, has nothing of Sanity 
*in it. But in Germary the Clergy were 
© ſo vaſtly enriched by the liberality of 
*the old Emperors, the Princes, and the 
* Common People,that one half,if got more, 
*of theLands of that Nation was in their hands, 
* which was never heard of in any other ; 
*and an innumerable ſhole of lazy- uſelels 
* men made it their . buſineſs to live upon 
* and devour this vaſt Wealth ; which was 
* neither agreeable ro the Rules of the 
* Chriſtian Religion, nor of ſound Policy. 
* The Holy Scriptures do indeed command. 
: US to provide. decently and liberally bo 
Hs the 


The German Empire. 
© the Clergy, and that we ſhould not muz- 
* le the mouth of the Ox that ' tteaderh 
© ont the Corn ; but then they never give 
© that name to thoſe who have no ſhare in 
* the Miniſtry of the Church : Nor dothey 
*any where exempt the Perſons of the 
* Clergy, or their Revenues, from the: Ju- 
© ri{diction of the Civil Magiſtrate, or dil- 
*able them to attemperate the ſame in ſuch 
© matirier as may be conſiſtent with the 


Publick Good, And your *,Yeretian Re: x The Author 
* publick underſtands none better, that the prereras to be a 
* Revenues and Riches of the Church ate Venetian, 


*not to be exceſſively -encreaſed ro: the 
* damage of the State, and {he has accor- 
© dingly wiſely put a ſtop to that leak, the 
© Pope and Court of Rome oppoſing her 
*in this Deſign in vain, and without any fuc- 
*cefs. In truth, ſhe ſaw her (elf waſted by 
* this means, and as it were bronght into 4 
* Conſumption, whilſt her Riches and Lands 
* were engrofled by a ſort of men who ac- 
*knowledge no Authority but that of an 
* Head without their State, and pretende1 
*at the ſame time. they were exempted by 
* the Divine Laws from contributing to the 
* pablick Burthens. As to che number ot 
* Biſhops, Germany has no reaſon to com- 
* Plain, except that, conſidering the extent: 
* of the Nation, they are too few to dil- 
* charge their Office as rhey ought, if they 
*were otherwiſe well diſpoſed to do it : 
* But to what purpoſe ſerves tHe vaſt Re- 
* venues belonging to theſe few Sees 2 You 

| Pa * will 
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e will perhaps fay they are Princes of the 
*Empire, as well as Biſhops, and take their 
t ſhare-in the Care of the State with the 
* other Princes : Why then let them abſtain 
© from the Sacred Title of Bi/hops, becauſe 
© that holy Office is inconſiſtent with the 
© vaſt burthen of ſecular buſineſs, which is 
© neceſſarily attending on the Office of a Se- 
© cular Prince ; let them lay by the firſt; 
* and ſtick wholly to the laſt Title 3 for I 
* think the Chriſtian Religion would ſuffer 
*no detriment . if they did not celebrate 
* one or two Maſſes in a year, attended 
* with a vaſt number of their Guards and 
© Retinue in rich Garbs, and with great 


© but to reproach the Poverty and mean 
* Circumſtances of the firſt ſettlers of the 
© Chriſtian: Religion, So let the Biſhop of 
* Mentz, (if he will) pofleſs his great Re- 
© venues, to enable him to ſuſtain the Dig- 
* nity and Charge of his Ofthice of Chan- 
p cellor of G eErmany 5 but then there 15 no 
* apparent cauſe can be given -why he ſhould 
© have a Biſhop's See aſſigned to him, when 
*the other Princes. of the Empire, who 
F have as. great zeal for the welfare of their 
* Country as he, have been contented. to 
© take none bur Temporal Titles, | Now 
* what ſhall ] fay of the Canons of the Ca- 
* thedral. Churches, which -are the Blocks 
' they. hew into Biſhops 2 They perform 
" none of tne Sacred Offices 3 and this they 
| #0 fiot aſhamed to- 65wn to all the World, 


'by 


The German Empire. 


5 by calling themſelves 1-regular Canons, and 
* they : too, to ſpare ' their own precious 
* Lungs, fill their Churches with Noiſes, 
* made by their mercenary Curates 3 and 
* fach of them as are not employed in Se- 
f cular Afairs, are meer uſeleſs Burthens of 
* the Earth, ſerving their Bellies and- their 
*Luſts, Now as to thoſe that are wholly 
* employed in Worldly Concerns, why are 
© they called Holy men 2 Why are they 
* maintained by the Revenues of the 
* Church > And what ſhall I ſay of the 
* exceſſive Riches of the 'Monaſteries, and 
* of the wonderful {warms of ſhaven Crowns 
* that Hover about them? Ir is certainly 
© neceſlary, that there ſhould be Colleges for 
© the fitting your Youth for the Service of 
* the Church and Statez and 1 ſhould be 
* well-pleaſed to ſuffer ſome few men to 
* ſpend 'all their daies in them too, in pro- 
* found Contemplation, for which only Na- 
* ture has fitted them 3 and beſides, if they 
* were bronghr on the ſtage;the world would 
© loſe the benefit of thoſe advantages it might 
* reap from their Studies 5 ſo thar, as to theſe 
* men, the State would have no great reaſon 
* to complain, becauſe at one time or other 
* they . would recompence the Charges of 
* maintaining them with good Intereſt : 
* yet then both theſe ſorts of men are moſt 
* happy, when they have ſober and compe- 
* tent Proviſions made for them 3- over- 
i great ones load them with fat, which iti- 
les and obſtrus both their Figowr and 
5 1 MM tar do EEE * Tnanftr., 
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© af.” But theh thete' doth not ſeem to 
© be: any! good Reaſon Thar! can poſſibly be 
« &ivetr; by the Wit: of Man, why the Pub- 
*hck {honld'be at the. charge of fattingap 
<4yaft number of labbarly lazy fellows,who 
*have 'betaken themſelves co their ugly 
© .Comiles. ont of. pure:deſperation, and are 
© good: for nothing but to fill the Church 
<with- fenfleſs noiſes, or Ptayers repeated 
© with fuch cold and unconcerned affections, 
© that they are fain to:keep the account of 
* therh by. their Beads. - The only pretence 
* worth the regarding, that is made for the 
© exceſſive Riches of the Church, is, That the 
illuſtrions and noble Families of Germany have a 
means to. provide for therr younger Children, who 
being promoted to Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, ave 
kept from being a Bnrthen to their own Families, by 
which means Eſtates are kept from being crambled 
into ſmall Particles, by dividing and ſubdividing 
them in every Deſcent, and the Riches and Splen- 
aoy of Families is upholden, vay, ſometimes encrea- 
fedy the younger Brother, who muſt otherwiſe 
have ſtruggled with Want and Pennry at home, be- 
7p. advanced to conſrderable avd rich Dignities in 
the Church, © And I confeſs it was a good 
*Fetch and a crafty Policy in the Church of 
* Rome, thus to chain the .nobleſt Families to 
*her [ntereſt, and purchaſe:their Favour. Burt. 
* then, though it is worth our care to coni1- 
* der how we may- preſerve the Families of 
* our Nobility and! Gentry 3 yet in all proba- 
* bility, they chat firſt gave theſe Lands to 
"the Church.never dreamt of any ſuch thing 
"an 
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*and-it is moſt certain this has nothing of 
' Religion in it. And as to theſe younger 
© Children, if they are men of {pirit and coy- 
rage, they have other means enough to 
rarſe their Fortunes, and improve their 
"Eftates and Reputations at home or abrod, 
*initimes of Peace or War : Buc then, if 
" they are uſeful to no body in neither of 
© theſe, it were fitco make them underſtand 
* they cannot reaſonably expe& their Sloth 
*{hould be rewarded with an Entertainment 
* at the Charge of the Publick, in the ſame 
© manner the Athenians did theit moſt defer- 
© ying Citizens, If they will till infiſt, 
* rhat at leaſt, by chis means, the. ovyer- 
* great number of che Nobility is kept from 
* becoming contemPtible by their poverty ; 
*I reply, That if they are men of ctuly 
*noble Endowments, their multitude can 
* bring no diſhonour or difefteem to their 
* Order, or to the State, becauſe Virtue 
*can neyer want a Station and a fuitable 
* Reward: Bur then, if they fear they thould 
* fill the World with a degenerate Poſte- 
© rity worſe than themſelves, I think this 
*35 true, and they ought to be kept from 
« Marriage, that they may nor ſtock the 
* World with uſeleſs Drones : But then 
© others, that are not in Holy Orders, ab- 
* ſtain from. the uſe of Women : Bur if 
* they will not do: thar, I.chink the good 


old men, who gave theſe Lands to the 


* Church, out of a belief, thar whilſt they 
*):flened the Inheritance of their Children, 
* they 
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* they promoted the Glory of God, and the 
« Salvation of their Souls, are now miſe- 
© rably abuſed in their Graves, to have 
© them now conſigned only to the mainte- 
* nance of a parcel of publick Stalli- 
* ONS. | | | 

©10, This being however the truth of 
* the caſe, I for my part think the Prece- 
* tant Princes will be able to give a 'Very 


© good” and rational account to God and 
.* all wiſe men, why they have taken that 


* care they haye to employ the Revenues 
© of the Church, which lay within their 
© Dominions, and ſo: was properly under 
* their Juriſdictions , to the education of 
© Youth in Piety and good Arts, and to 
© the maintenance of ſuch Miniſters as were 
* truly and in good earneſt employed in 
*the Service of God, and what was over- 
* plus, to the Service of che Stare z where- 


© as before the whole was ſpent in Luxu- 


* ry and Sloth. And if the Emperor and 
* the reſt of the Catholick Princes had 
* taken the ſame care in- their States, they 
* had disburthened Germany of a number 
* of i1] Humours, which now opprels ir. 
*Nor- could the Pope : have reſented it 
*-without ſhewing himſelf. openly more a 
* Friend to the Vices of the Times than 
* 35 conſiſtent  with' his Honour. Nor was 
* there any neceſlity that they ſhould have 
* eyer the: more changed their Faith in 
* other particulars, 'though they had re- 
: krenched the number-of their Clergy, and 

aerdanie amore 4 


The German Empire. 


* reduced their Revenues to a narrower 
© Scantling, for the publick good of their 
States 3 for their Chriſtian Anceſtors find- 
*ing Poverty and Piety united in their 
* days, long before the Priviledges of the 


© See of Rome were thought of, agreed with 


©* the Church of Rome in matters of Faith. 
©Fhe greateſt difficulty, as ſome rhought, 
© lay in the Biſhopricks, which are ſtill ex- 
"rant, becauſe it was not for the Intereſt 
* of Germany that thoſe large Dominions 
*ſhould be added to the Emperor or any 


*of the other Princes. But then this 15 


* owing only to the ill conſtitution of the 
© German State, which is ſubje&t to very 
*oreat Commotions on the leaſt change. 
Fer then' thoſe Biſhopricks continue, and 
\ 1enjoy their: large Revenues and Territo- 
\ ries; only-in the' mean time let theſe Bi- 
*ſhops remember that they are Germas 
Princes, and that they owe their Domi- 
©nions tothe Liberaliry of the Germans, 
* and-'therefore onght to love their Couns 
*try more than the Pope : And let chem 
*pur an end to their longing defites after 
thoſe Biſhopricks they have loſt, andne- 
*ver more think of regaining' them, for 
* fear in the atrempt they ſhould alſo loſe 
* what is left them ; and however, it be- 
«comes them: not' to embroil their native 
*Country in any more deſtraive Wars 
*and Quarrels. In truth, in the laſt Age 
it would not have been- fo-- difficult to 
* have brought the Biſhopricks of Germaw 
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«© ;nto a_better ſtate than pow they are, if 
* either ths Archbiſho DOD. of ed had fot 
© miſcarried. in his deſign, or 1 t moreo { the 
* Germ Biſhops had conſpired with him 
in the ſame intention: For after the Re- 
* yerence of. the See of. Rowe was ſunk to 
©{@ low 2n.ebb, it would not. have been 
* difficult to haye turned- the. Biſhopricks 
* into Hereditary Principaljcies, and to have 
* aſſigned. the other Revenues to the Chap- 
© ters or. Prebends 3 or if chis had not = 
* ſed the = chefe Principalities IR have 
*ill paſſed from Fc: 10-angther by He 
* tion. Nor are the Proteſtants of ſuch 
© {mall and contemptible” Parts or Under: 
: ' ſtandings, as that they. could not have 
* employed tha Revenues . ©. the ſame 
* uſes the Roman Catholicks...do, if- they kar 
© thought fit t9 have To tontinued them; 
*It had been more alſo. for the Peace of 
* Germazxy tO.have had the whole Nation 
* enabraced: the Proteſtant Religion, chan it 
* was to-have 2 part continue iin the old, 
* to diſtra& the People by a. diverſity in 
: * their Fu. And could any man drive 
* out of the Empire thoſe lazy Drones the 
: ; Mol and -the Fanging Companions of 
the JOcery the:Jeſy es Germany would 
; therctly be Bale om a Sett of dan- 
 gErous. Ip and the Revenues they 
* waſtefylly devour,. would be {ſufficient to 
© Maintain an Army that would defend Ger- 
_ Many axyinſt both the vale and Weſtern 
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When TI had heard this Diſcourſe out, 
I was in an horrible fright for the Remaz 
Catholick Religion 1n Germany, but that I con- 
ſidered it was underſtood in vain by pri- 
vate men, who could indeed pleaſe them- 
ſelves with ſ{pecious Counſels, and aflume 
great Courages under the Covert of their 
private Walls : But then, as long as thoſe 
that were born to command and govern others 
were for the moſt partbeholden to theirDeſti- 
nies, for giving them more Wealth than Wiſ- 
dom,I thought again their Tgnorance of what 
was their erue Intereſt, and for their good, 
would till ſecure” it. This, Sir, is whar I 
have in my Travels obſeryed, concerning 
the Empire of Germany, and having thought 
fit to ſet it down in writing, I perſwade 
my (elf, that if I miſs of Praiſe and Ap- 
plauſe, yet at leaſt the Candor and Since- 
rity of my Relations will deſerve pardon. 


